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Real Hams Do Code 
Move up to CW with CW Mental Block Buster Hf. 
Succeed with hypnosis and NLP. Includes twe (2) 
CDs and Manual. Only $29.95 + $7.00 S/H U.S. — 
FLadd $2.40tx. 800.425.2552 
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ALPINE ANTENNA 
screwdriver antenna 
500 watts * 10-80 Meters 
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N4PY Software 
Customer Service second-to-none. 
Control Software for your Tentec, 
Elecraft, Kenwood, or Icom radio. 


www.n4py.com 
121 Little Bell Dr. * Hays, NC 28635 


THE QSL MAN® 


Since 1979, Quality, Service, and Value! 
Free samples 
Wayne Caray: W4MPY 
P. O. Box 73 
Monetta, SC 29105-0073 

Phone or FAX (803) 685-7117 

URL: http://www.qslman.com 
Email: w4mpy @ qsiman.com 
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~) PUBLISHER'S MICRPHONE ; 


COQ to publish 
WorldRadio 


Armond Noble, NbWR 


hen one reaches his mid- 
70s, he notices that many 
his age (and younger) have 


headed to the big DXpedition in the 
sky. Thus, it was decided that it would 
be more prudent to work on a smooth 
transition regarding the continued 
publication of WorldRadio. 

To someone in the magazine field 
(and Dick Ross, K2MGA, of CQ, and 
I have talked about this) a magazine is 
almost like having a child. It’s a per- 
sonal thing between a magazine and 
its readers. There is a bond. We’re not 
stamping out the same salt-and-pepper 
shakers or lawn furniture. It is thoughts 
and ideas and every month it’s some- 
thing different. 

At a convention, I was always 
immensely touched when someone 
would say to me, “I love WorldRadio.” 

Many have asked why I started this 
magazine back in 1971. Well, my back- 
ground was in journalism. That included 
being at the Watts riots, two trips to Viet 
Nam, TV reporter and morning anchor- 
man at an all-news radio station. 

One day, when reading an Amateur 
Radio magazine, I noticed that their 
lead article was another construction 
article for a grounded-grid 4-811A 
linear amplifier. Way in the back of 
the magazine, in mouse type, was a 
short mention of what the amateurs had 
done to help the people after a massive 
earthquake in Peru. 

I thought that such reportage had it 
all backwards. What we did with this 
wonderful thing called Amateur Radio 
was more important than what we did 
it with. 

Having worked for one of the great 
news magazines, I wanted to create a 
NEWS magazine for Amateur Radio. 

At that time when it seemed most 
Hams were not interested in Public Ser- 
vice and when someone submitted such 


www.cq-amateur-radio.com 


an article to OST, they often were told 
that QST readers would not be interested _ 
and the article would find a home with 
WorldRadio. 

I was privileged to know many of the 
giants of this great avocation and have 
made many, many friends. 

What made this such a great time is 
that (different from a magazine issued 
from a New York skyscraper with the 
word coming down from on high) it has 
been an exchange of ideas and thoughts 
from the readers. | 

My deep thanks to all the fine colum- 
nists we have had over the years and all 
those who submitted articles. 

Special mention should be made of — 
my wife, Helen. She gave up her career 
in teaching to do more office-type work 
than could be done by any two other 
people. (My advice to young people ~ 
reading this: Marry asmartone.) 

And there is Norm Brooks, K6FO, 
who came aboard as volunteer in the 
very earliest days and continues as the 
final proofreader at the age of 90 plus. He 
still catches typos and grammar clinkers 
that three others miss. 

And special kudos to the CW whiz 
Nancy Kott, WZ8C, who served as 
Editor the past six years while also run- 
ning the FISTS CW group and holding 
down another job. As the old adage goes, 
if you want something done, give it toa 
busy person. 

The dealings with Dick Ross were © 
quick and fair. Helen and I will be 
partially provided for in our “golden 
years.” Thanks to our advertisers. 
Smart people. They were here while a 


‘whole lot of others could never figure 


out (even with me telling them, often) 
the virtue of the lowest-cost-per- 
amateur that we offered. 

As I re-read what I’ve written, I see 
truly that words have proven to be inad- 
equate in expressing my feelings to, and 
about, all. | 

Look for N6WR on Field Day! © 


Big Fancy Monitor: 
The only other accessory you might want (but won't need). 


©2008 Icom America inc, The lea 
All specifications subject to che 


Welcome Home USS /ntrepid! 


Robert W. Lobenstein, 
WA2AXZ 


t is hard to believe, but just two 

years ago, tugboats were straining 

at the ropes to pull this historic 
World War II aircraft carrier, the USS 
Intrepid, from its moorings. After two 
decades at pier 86, at West 46th street 
in New York City, layers of silt and mud 
deposited from the Hudson River held it 
fast. The Army Corps of Engineers and 
contractors were called in to dredge the 
props clear for a subsequent and success- 
ful departure for much-needed exterior 
and interior rehab work. 

While the great ship was in dry dock 
receiving a fresh coat of paint, the massive 
props were removed and dispatched for 
display at various sites. Upon completion at 
the dock, the ship was towed to the Staten 
Island Homeport where interior work to 
the exhibit space was performed. 

The ancient Pier 86 was completely 


Ham Radio’s salute to liberty. 


ee 


SCS PTC-IIpro 
with PACTOR III 


The gold standard in reliable data communications. 
When it really counts, you'll use PACTOR lil. 


North American Distributor, www.farallon.us 


Farallon Electronics 415-331-1924 pactor@farallon.us 
2346 Marinship Way Suite 101, Sausalito CA 94965 USA 
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Loby Lobenstein, WA2A XZ, at John 
McCain’s watch station. 


rebuilt with a new administration and 
museum building including new gang- 
ways for visitors to safely board the 
ship. In the background a large illumi- 
nated billboard ticked off the days until 
Intrepid’s return. 

I was in contact with Norman Dreschel, 
WA3KEY, the webmaster for the Intrepid 
and together, through the kindness of the 
USS Intrepid Association, a special ship- 
board “Ham” event to commemorate this 
historic day was arranged. 

At dawn on 02 October 2008 former 
crewmembers met at the Staten Island 
Homeport to begin this much antici- 
pated return of Intrepid, to its perma- 


DHS 
TSA- 
MARS 
USCG 
Texas DOT 
Washington State 
Vermont EOC 
Oregon Nat. Guard 
Pub. Safety Canada 
Vanderbilt Medical Ctr 
S.E. Georgia Heaith 
Boeing 
Raytheon 
ADP 
Naval Research Labs 
DC Airport Authority 
California OES 
..and more 
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Thousands of spectators cheered as _ 
the Intrepid and the tugs went by. 


nent berth along the Hudson. We were 
greeted with a magnificent sunrise over 
the bow of the carrier. Norm and I met 
up with Lee Cahill, WB3CUU, and 
together we boarded and began to set up 
the station on the flight deck, forward 
of the bridge alongside a Blue Angels 
fighter jet. 

At the appointed hour, bright red 
McAllister tugs nudged the ship from 
the dock to the cheers of the throngs © 
along the pier and crewmembers man- 
ning the rails. The NYC Police march- 
ing band played patriotic tunes while 
we began calling CQ and welcoming 
the amateur community aboard for this 
historic voyage. Through our HF Special 
event on 20 and 40 Meters and through 
the kindness of the linked repeaters of 
W2CMA-N2ROW and N2HBA, many 
Amateur Radio operators got to speak 
with us and learn more about the history 
and service of Intrepid. 

NYC Fire Department fireboats 


ee 


A certificate was issued to those 
fortunate enough to contact the 
Intrepid. 


The Special Event Ham station set up on the deck of the Intrepid. 


sprayed plumes of red, white and blue 
water into the air as we passed the 
Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor. 
Upon reaching the mouth of the Hudson, 
across from the World Trade Center site, 
radio silence was observed as a giant flag 
was unfurled and a memorial was held 
for those lost on 11 September 2001. 
Slowly the new Pier 86 came into view 


and with great skill and care, along with 
tumultuous fanfare from the assembled 
crowd, the tugs landed Intrepid to once 
again become part of the city’s skyline, 
welcoming all to visit this impressive 
Sea, Air and Space Museum. 

For more information about the USS 
Intrepid, please visit: www.intrepidmu- 
seum.org and WA3KEY.com © 
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eal-time signal comparison 
between your amplifier’s 
various pre and post operating 
conditions can be achieved! 


(RF Demodulator) and series 
RF-S (Variable RF Sampler) 


your amplified signal remains 
truly linear and distortion free 
maximum op alee 
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RE Sampler - * RF Demodulator 
_AM Modulation Monitors __, 


Seraesienaisnste 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


DIAMOND 


AMTENMA 


The Standard By Which All 
Others Are Judged 


MAXIMUM 
PERFORMANCE 


spel base/re ater 
for wow 


For detailed specifications on Diamond’s 
Base & Mobile Antennas, please go to 


www.diamondantenna.net 
Available through selected quality dealers. 


770-614-7443 
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The Golden Megaphone 


bjective: To motivate radio 

clubs to actively promote Ama- 

teur Radio in their areas by 
offering annual WorldRadio recogni- 
tion awards. 

Time Period: The time period 
of the award begins 01 January 
2009, with all activities conducted 
during calendar year 2009 eligible 
for awards. Deadline for receipt of 
entries will be 30 January 2010. Win- 
ners will be selected by 01 March 2010 
and announced in the May issue of 
WorldRadio. The address for submis- 
sions will be announced at a future 
date. For now, questions may be 
emailed to WorldRadio editor, Nancy 
Kott WZ8C at worldradio@tir.com. 

Eligibility: The emphasis of this 
program is on group efforts, not indi- 
viduals. Radio clubs will be the main 
focus, although other organizations 
such as a hamfest committee or ad 
hoc group will be eligible. National 
clubs and associations are not eligible, 
although local chapters of national 
clubs/associations will be eligible. 

Award criteria: The overall empha- 
sis should be on documented promo- 
tional activities that are verified by 


Licensed 
Before 1984? 


QCWA invites you to join with 
those distinguished amateurs 
licensed 25 or more years ago. 
Request an application from: 


QCWA, Inc., Dept. WR 
PO Box 3247 
Framingham, MA 01705-3247 
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Award Rules 


a source outside the club, such as a 
media write-up, letter of apprecia- 
tion etc. 

Specific award categories: Entries 
will be judged according to the type 
of promotional activity, with first, 
second and third place awards in each 
category. The first-place award will 
be a special trophy or similar, with 
certificates for second and third- 
place winners. This assumes that the 
number of winning entries in a cat- 
egory is sufficient for three awards. 

1. Best Overall Promotion Pro- 
gram 

Recognizes the promotion program 
that includes a list of objectives and a 
variety of communication elements — 
e.g. media publicity, displays, special 
events, flyers etc. — targets various 
audiences, and.involves multiple 
members of the sponsoring group. 
Documentation can include photos, 
articles, letters of recognition etc. 


2. Best Individual Promotional 
Event ' | 

This award is presented for a single 
promotional event that reflects plan- 
ning, publicity, and specific elements 
such as displays, audio-visual, talks, 
or demonstrations. Documentation 
should include photos, communica- 
tion pieces etc. 

3. Best Targeted Promotion 

A targeted promotion that concen- 
trates on youth, seniors, some specific 
group or organization is recognized by 
this award. Criteria include tailoring the 
promotion to the unique needs or char- 
acteristics of the target audience, with 
publicity reflecting this audience. 

4. Best Club-Developed Promo- 
tional Materials | | 

This category is focused on radio 
club-developed publicity materials 
and includes best printed materials, 
displays, Internet messages, radio-T'V 
announcements etc. 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call sign 
system as of 13 November 2008. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PR5000 
#206-S dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 
Fairfield Road., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245; toll free 888/2255322, or see the website: http-//wireless.fcc.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 

0 KD@FRK 
1 KB1IRLD 
2 KC2UEA 
3 KB3RXH 
4 KJ4HWD 
5 KESYAX 
6 KI6UGL 
y) KE7YAP 
8 KD8JPP 
9 KC9OPZ 
N. Marianas KH@UJ 
Guam NH2GT 
Hawaii WH7RG 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL20R 
Virgin Islands NP2OP 
Puerto Rico WP4NYQ 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 
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Group B/ Group A/ 
General Extra 
++ ACOMW 
++ ABIJU 
++ AB2ZY 
++ AB3IH 
++ AJ4MK 
++ 4 AESKA — 
++ : AF6MP 
++ AD7XE 
++ AC8CH 
++ AB9ISM 
++ ++ 
++ AH2DV 
++ AH6ST 
++ AH8Y 
++ AL2Z 
++ KP2CU 
++ ++ 


How Your WorldRadio Subscription 
Will Be Honored By CQ 


Choices, choices, choices! 

CQ Communications, Inc., publisher of CQ Amateur Radio, Popular Communications, and CQ VHF magazine, has acquired 
WorldRadio magazine. As part of our responsibility of that acquisition, we will be fulfilling WorldRadio subscriptions with 
publications from the CQ Group. 

WorldRadio will continue to be published as an online-only magazine, but our current plan is to make it open-access, without 
charging for subscriptions. 

Since there are several different possible subscription situations with our new friends from WorldRadio, we have several dif- 
ferent solutions designed to fit everyone’s needs. We are confident that one of the solutions will fit your personal situation, and 
we pledge to work with you to the best of our ability to make the transition as smooth and pleasant as possible. However, you 

have choices to make! 

Here are the situations that we’re anticipating: 


¢ Regular (Non-Life) WorldRadio Subscribers 


Current subscribers to WorldRadio will receive one issue of CQ for each issue of WorldRadio they are currently scheduled to 
receive. For instance, if you have 18 issues of WorldRadio still due, you will receive 18 issues of CQ instead. 

If you are already a subscriber to CQ, we will add the WorldRadio issues to your existing CQ subscription. 

You will also have the option of having your WorldRadio subscription fulfilled with either Popular Communications magazine, 
or CQ VHF magazine on a year-for-year basis. That is, if you have 12 issues remaining on your WorldRadio subscription and 
decide that you’d rather receive CQ VHF instead of adding on to your CQ sub, we’d set you up with a year’s worth of CQ VHF, 
which means you'd receive the next four issues of CQ VHF, which is a quarterly publication. 


e Life Subscribers to WorldRadio 


Here’s where things get more complicated! Many subscribers to WorldRadio have signed up for a very deeply discounted 
lifetime subscription. None of the subscription price you paid for that Life Subscription has come to CQ, making it economically 
impossible for CQ to continue to honor your old WorldRadio Life Subscription: But, you’re not going to be left out in the cold. 
Instead, we will honor the full amount you paid for your WorldRadio Life Subscription, and apply that full amount to: 

A) A new subscription to CQ if you don’t already subscribe, at the regular CQ subscription rate of $36.95 per year, or 

B) Apply the amount you paid to a subscription to one of CQ’s sister publications, CQ VHF, or Popular Communications. 

For example, if you paid $100 for a WorldRadio life subscription way back in 1987, and have received issues ever since, we'll 
credit the entire $100 towards a new CQ subscription, which will have CQ coming your way for the next 33 months ($100 divided 
by $36.95 = 2.71 years which we’ll round up to 2-3/4 years or 33 months.) 

What if you also have a life subscription to CQ? You have to option of transferring your “Lifetime Value” to another of the 
CQ Publications: Popular Communications, or CQ VHF, using the same calculations as described above. For instance, if you 
have a $100 “Lifetime Value” to your credit and decide that you’d like to receive Popular Communications, the subscription 
you'd receive would be 37 issues ($100 divided by the Popular Communications rate of $32.95 = 3.03 years; which we will 
round up to 37 issues). 

If none of the above life subscription solutions fits your interests, there’s still another option available to you: Use your “Life- 
time Value” to purchase items of equal value from the CQ Bookstore. That includes books, CDs, calendars and apparel, and 
that value may also be applied towards any shipping charges. 

We want to make you as happy as possible during this transition. Think about how you'd like us to handle your personal situ- 
ation. If your choice is to receive CQ (or extend your current CQ subscription) no action is necessary — your subscription will 
begin with the February issue (or extended appropriately). If you’d like to receive one of our other publications, please notify 
us in writing by mail or fax by January 5th. Simply jot down your complete WorldRadio address label information and note 
your magazine choice below it. Mail/fax this information to us at CQ Communications, Inc., 25 Newbridge Road, Hicksville 
NY 11801; fax 516-681-2926. 

And remember, WorldRadio will continue to be published as an online-only magazine, with open-access through the CQ web 
page www.cq-amateur-radio.com, without charge. 

Choices, choices, choices! 


River Taw. 


The signature scuba diving spot in St. Kitts, the 144-foot’sunken freighter MV 


V4/AH6HY DXpedition 


to St. Kitts (IOTA NA-104) 


David Flack, AH6HY 


here do we go next? The 

perennial DXer’s question. 

This year the answer took 
me to the twin-island nation of St Kitts 
& Nevis for a combination scuba diving/ 
radio holiday. As in years past I took 
along the barest of essentials to get on 
the air; it really doesn’t take much to get 
a signal out, especially if you’re near salt 
water or (as I was) on one of the highest 
points of an island a lightweight switch- 
ing power supply from Samlex, coiled 
wire dipoles, a portable Kenwood rig. 
I always pack a complete station in my 
carry-on luggage just in case my checked 
baggage is never seen again, but I pack 
extra luxury supplies (additional lengths 
of coax, collapsible tripod — anything 
to make getting on the air easier) in my 
suitcase up to the weight that the airlines 
let me transport for free. Despite need- 
ing to take four connecting flights to 
get from Hawaii to St Kitts, American 
Airlines delivered all of my luggage to 
Robert Bradshaw International Airport 
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in the capital city of Basseterre intact. 
In fact, the equipment arrived in better 
shape than I did; after four consecutive 
flights over a nearly 24- hour period, I 
spent the first afternoon on St. Kitts fast 
asleep. Once I had caught up on some 
much needed rest, it was time to start 
putting everything together and get ready 
to call CQ. 


Thankfully the internet takes much 


4:1 BALUN KITS 


Coax to Ladder Line 
1.8-30 MHz Toroid core, teflon 
wire, connector, instructions. Use 
as is or with your enclosure. 


BA-4-250 Kit......ccccccccccoroeo 22000 
(250 watts) 


BA-4-1 500 Kit.......cccceseveeee 32.50 
(1500 watts) 


mics, +$8 S&H (for total order) Tax in Calif. 


@ PALOMAR’ 


BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
email: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 
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of the guesswork and uncertainty out 


of travel these days, and the villa I had 
found on St. Kitts was perfectly situated 
for Ham Radio operation. The island has 
several hotels and properties that cater to 
visitors, but my single criterion in nar- 
rowing down the search was elevation. 
My concern was not so much what place 
looked like as long as it was at the high- 
est location possible. I ended up with a 
very reasonably priced stand-alone villa 
in Ariel Heights above Half Moon Bay, 
the main tourist area of the island. The 
site was perfect for radio, higher than 
almost anything else on the island yet 
near enough for a quick car ride down 
to sea level when I was in the mood for 
sightseeing or finding something to eat. 
A few emails from the owner confirmed 
that there was ample surrounding land 
to work with for antennas and that she 
would have no objections to me set- 
ting up a temporary radio station at her 
place. In no time at all the property was 
covered with crisscrossing wires as 1/2 
wave monoband dipoles for everything 
from 10OM-40M were strung up. 

A reciprocal operating license for St 
Kitts & Nevis costs EC $75 (approxi- 
mately U.S. $29). Although the ARRL 
website states that all permits are good 
for a year from 01 January-31 December, 
I was surprised to see that my permit 
was good for one full year from date of 
issue. I was not givena choice of callsign 
format nor did I ask for anything special 
by way of vanity calls. My V4/AH6HY 
license arrived in my mailbox about a 
month after my paperwork had been 
sent. Included in the envelope with the 
license were official stamped receipts 
from the Inland Revenue Department 
and National Telecommunications Regu- 
latory Commission. When I traveled to 
the island, I took all of these materials 


with me and was lucky I did, as we will 


see later. 

Conditions were about what I had 
expected at the very bottom of the 
sunspot cycle. My original plan called 
for operating 1OM-40M, but I knew 
that was probably too optimistic. To no 
great surprise 10M and 12M proved to 
be almost useless with no sunspot activ- 
ity, so I spent very little time on those 
bands. I was disappointed to discover 
that 15M and 17M weren’t much better. 
Luckily things improved dramatically as 
the frequency lowered from there. 20M 


proved itself as a very reliable workhorse 
band, open every day and night and 
accounting for nearly seven of every ten 
QSOs I made from St Kitts. 40M was 
also a pleasant surprise — at least on 
‘CW — always wide open until the wee 
hours of the morning whom I could no 
longer keep my eyes open. I had a very 
hard time generating any pileup on 40M 
SSB for some reason but would almost 
always have a nonstop stream of stations 
calling whenever I put a CQ out on CW. 
Further proof of the well-known truism 
that with minimal working conditions 
(in this case, my 100 watts barefoot into 
simple wire antennas), CW does a much 
better job of getting a signal out and 
being heard. Unfortunately my pileup 
skills are much slower when operating 
CW than SSB, so it took quite a bit of 
effort over several nights for me to log 
_ the nearly 600 stations on 40M CW that 
I eventually did. 

In all, I made nearly 2, 200 contacts 
from the island, which was well above 
my goals considering present-day solar 
conditions, the limited amount of on-air 
time, and my very modest station. I 
was also proud of the fact that I nearly 
achieved DXCC in just one short week 
with 96 total DXCC countries in the 
log. The final QSO breakdown was 
approximately 70% SSB and 30% CW. 
The highlight for me was having exotic 
DX like 7X, 5U, EL, and 9L call me 
in the pileups instead of the other way 
around. It’s always fun to be on the 
other side of a pileup for a different 
perspective; you truly never know who 
will be calling you next when you hit 
the airwaves far from home. Africa is 
on the exact opposite side of the world 
from my home QTH in Hawaii, so 
hearing so many Africa stations with 
such loud signals on this trip was a real 
treat for me. 

As Murphy’s Law warns us, it is 
always best to be prepared for any- 
thing, and I had a couple incidents on 
St. Kitts that underscored that lesson 
dramatically. Problems started from 
the first moment I switched the rig on. 
The villa I had rented had wiring for 
both American style plugs/voltage and 
the equivalent three flat prong British 
plug/voltage settings — not forgetting 
that St. Kitts used to be a British colony 
before gaining independence in 1983. I 
chose to use the American plugs at first 


since all of my equipment was already 
set up for use in the U.S., but I was 
shocked to see random error messages 
and indecipherable characters decorat- 
ing the LED readout on my TS-450S. 
This panicked me greatly as I could not 
shake this problem no matter how many 
times I turned the rig off and back on, 
re-did all of the connections, and even 
tried different wall outlets. I feared the 
worst, that the rig had somehow been 
damaged in transit, in which case this 
mini DXpedition was going to be over 
before it began. I turned to the trouble- 
shooting section of the rig’s manual and 
found that my problem was indicative 
of the radio not getting enough voltage. 
Even though the villa was supposedly 
wired for both American and European 
voltages, it was apparent that some- 
thing was wrong with the American 
wiring at the place. Fortunately I had 
the alternate option. I opened up the 
switching power supply and pulled 
the jumper to convert it for 240 volt 
operation, then changed the plugs and 
adapters to switch everything over to 
the European sockets. Things worked 
fine after that for the rest of the week. 
I have been using a Kenwood TS-450S 
for over 15 years and thought I knew 
just about everything about its quirks, 
but I was thankful I brought the operat- 
ing manual because I probably would 
not have guessed insufficient voltage 
was the problem without referring to the 
manual’s troubleshooting section. One 
crisis solved. On to the next. 

On my second day of operating I 
was interrupted by a loud honking 
coming from the road in front of the 
house. Since I was a new arrival and 


K-Y Filter Company 
3010 Grinnel Place, Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 757-6873 


K- Y modem/telephone RFI 
filters are truly superior! 


Please visit us at: 
http://www.ky-filters.com/am.htm 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


These cannons are in the massive 
Brimstone Hill Fortress National 


Park grounds, the premier sightseeing 
spot on the island of St Kitts. It’s the 
only UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
the West Indies. 


didn’t know anyone on the island, I 
assumed the commotion didn’t pertain 
to me. But the driver kept sounding his 
horn so | eventually had to take off the 
headphones and go out front to see what 
the fuss was all about. Outside was a 
representative from the island Cable & 
Wireless who introduced himself and 
showed me his ID. It was Joel, V44K AI. 
He asked if I was a Ham. I told him 
my home call sign and he answered 
that he didn’t remember seeing my V4 
license application. In short, he was 
there in an official capacity to check 
on whether I was operating legally or 
not. This was the first time in all my 


operations around the world where a 


local authority wanted to see proof of 
licensing. Just goes to show you that you 
should always have your proper creden- 
tials available because you never know 
when you might need to provide them. 
I was thankful that I had brought all of 
my receipts and not just the license, as 
he carefully noted the receipt numbers 
and who signed and stamped each of 
them (of course this being a very small 
island, he recognized the signatures of 
the relevant personnel-immediately). 
After meticulously jotting everything 
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down on his clipboard, he was off, never 
to be seen or heard from again. I’m still 
at a loss as to how he found my station, 
seeing as I was at the end of isolated 
road on a high hill using wire antennas 


that could not possibly have been visible- 


from very far away. 

A third visit from Mr. Murphy was 
the frequent power outages, about which 
nothing could be done. St. Kitts is still 
not on the main tourist circuit, but there 
are enough new housing construction 
sites that the island’s infrastructure is 
starting to get sorely tested. A gigantic 
new Marriott resort, visible at the bottom 
of the hill from my deck, places an 
obvious strain on the island’s electricity 
grid. At times, the power would go out 
for hours at a time, and almost always 
at night when demand was at its highest 
and propagation was at its best. On more 
than one occasion I was working a steady 
pileup and then disappeared completely 
from the airwaves with no warning. To 
those stations that might have been won- 
dering what happened, now you know. 
Staying up late on 40M night after night 
was shorting me on sleep anyway, so 
when it became apparent that the lights 
weren't going to come back on anytime 
soon, I usually used the occasion to 
climb under the mosquito netting and 
catch a quick nap. 


Days were mostly driving around the — 


island sightseeing or in the -water scuba 
diving. St. Kitts was the first island in the 
Caribbean to be permanently settled by 
both English and French colonists, and 
the plantation system built on sugar and 
slavery had its beginnings here. In short, 
there is a lot of history packed within 
the country’s relatively small landmass. 
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My idea of paradise! A villa in Half Moon Bay with its own private pool looking 
south. Just visible in this photo is the narrowest part of the island, with the 
Atlantic Ocean on the left and the Caribbean Sea on the right. 7 


St. Kitts is most famous for Brimstone 
Hill Fortress National Park, the only 
UNESCO World Heritage site in the 
West Indies. A massive walled cannon 
compound of several different levels, it is 
a well-preserved outdoor museum of 17th 
and 18th century military architecture. 
Designed by British military engineers 
and built on the backs of African slaves, 
construction of the fort started in earnest 
in 1690 in an effort to dislodge the French 
from positions they had taken up along 
the coast. The fort is 800 feet high up 
some very steep slopes, and navigating a 
rental car through the narrow gates and 


www.cq-amateur-radio.com 


around several very sharp turns up to the 
entrance is not for the faint of heart. But 
the sweeping mountain and ocean views 
alone are worth the effort. Sint Eustatius 
(PJ5) sits surprisingly close offshore, 
seemingly in the sights of many of the 
fort’s armaments. ae 

In the other direction, the sister island 
of Nevis is just a few miles across the 
seas and makes for an easy day tour. 
Passenger ferries link the main cities 
on each island (Basseterre on St. Kitts 
with Charlestown on Nevis), but for 
those wanting to take their rental car 
from one island to the other, the MV 
Sea Bridge connects the two islands 
from their closest geographic points — 
Majors Bay on St. Kitts and Cades Bay 
on Nevis — barely three miles apart. The 
trip between the islands takes less than 
20 minutes, but it can be an agonizing 
hour or even longer waiting and watch- 
ing the boat’s crew slowly try to pack in 
as many cars and oversized trucks on 
deck as possible for each journey. 

Nevis is small and can be circum- 
navigated very quickly on its lone round 
coastal road. But for a relatively tiny 
island, it’s loaded with history as well. 
Alexander Hamilton was born there, 
and his birthplace is now a museum. 
The drive around the island is pleas-. 


The stunning view from the V4/AH6HY shack. From on top of a hill in Ariel 
Heights, this is the view to the northwest with the capial city of Basseterre down 


below. 


ant, taking in lovely coastal scenery 
and centuries-old highland plantations 
whenever the road veers inland. Nevis is 
a fraction of the size of its sister island 
with an even smaller share of the total 
country’s population, so it wasn’t long 
before I was feeling the longing to get 
back to the hustle & bustle of the teem- 
ing metropolis of St. Kitts with all of 
its 35,000 people. Funny how perspec- 
tives can change in an instant; St. Kitts 
seemed like a sleepy backwater in the 
morning but the most modern of places 
when I returned later that afternoon. 
Underwater, St. Kitts is known for 
wreck diving, and it didn’t disappoint. 
There was quite a bit of sediment in the 
ocean during my dives, and visibility 
was not as good as I am used to at home. 
But this had an added upshot of making 
the wrecks appear gradually from the 
murk like silent ghosts. Very cool effect! 
The signature wreck dive in St Kitts is 
the massive hulk of the MV River Taw. 
This 144-foot freighter sank in 1985 
and was ripped in half by Hurricane 
Hugo four years after that. It now sits 
on the bottom in two separate bow and 
stern halves, eerily reminiscent of the 
Titanic. Fortunately both sections are 


close enough together to be taken in as 
a single memorable dive. The three dif- 
ferent photo QSL cards I printed for this 
operation feature some of my favorite 
sightseeing and scuba diving shots from 
around the island, including one from 


NUE-PSK 
Digital Modem 


The easy and portable way 
to get on the air with PSK-31 


... nO computer required! 


this amazing dive. 

Though the Eastern Caribbean dollar 
is the official currency, U.S. dollars are 
accepted practically everywhere. Many 
menus and price lists show the dollar 
amount in both currencies so conver- 
sion is a snap. Driving is on the left of 
course, a legacy from British colonial 
days, but there was so little traffic that 
it was easy to forget which side was the 
“right” side anyway. You’re more likely 
to have to slow down for grazing goats 
or cows than for pedestrians. The islands 
have no stoplights, though the frequent 
roundabouts take some getting used to 
for people who aren’t familiar with them. 
It is necessary to register and get a local 
driver’s license before getting behind the 
wheel on St. Kitts, but this is something 
that your rental car company assists you 
with and isn’t much of an obstacle save 
for the extra fees involved. 

After thousands of QSOs and several] 
good scuba dives in the bag, it was time 
to take all the wires down and return 
the yard back to its semi-wild state. 
The trip ended with the same lingering 
question with which it began: Where 
do we go next? 

73 & Aloha! 

— Dave, AH6HY, home page: http:// 
www.gqsl.net/ah6hy/; Pictures from the 
expedition: http://www.gqsl.net/ah6hy/ 
stkittsnevis.html; Email: ah6hy@ 
yahoo.com. a 8) 


The NUE-PSK is a small 7" x 4" x 1" standalone, battery-operated digital modem using 

a graphic display for transmit and receive text data, as well as for showing band spectrum and 
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available for recording to thumb drive, printing, archiving digital QO. New modes coming 
soon: RTTY, MFSK, CW. Modem software is fully upgradable by the owners. 


Assembled & Tested ($249), Full Kit ($185), Partial Kit ($45), 
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Midnight 


website: www.nue-psk.com 


Midnight Design Solutions, LLC a nee 
2419 Feather Mae Court, Forest Hill, Maryland 21050; Midnight Design is 
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the official supplier 
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_MFJ Weather-Proof Window Feedthrou ough Panels 


Weather-proof window feedthrough panels bring coax, balanced lines, H. F/UHF anten- 
nas, random wire antennas, ground, rotator/antenna switch cables and DC/AC power into 
your hamshack without drilling through walls! 


MF J Weather-Proof Window window up to 48 inches. Use horizontally lasting white outdoor enamel paint. Edges — 
Feedthrough Panels mount in your window __ or vertically. Connectors are mounted on sealed by weather-stripping. Seals and 
sill. Lets you bring all your antenna con- inside/outside stainless steel plates and insulates against all weather conditions. 
nections into your hamshack without attached to a 4 foot long, 3'/ inch high, */; Includes window locking rod. 
drilling holes through walls. inch thick pressure-treated wood panel. Inside/outside stainless steel plates 
Simply place in window sill and close Has excellent insulating properties. ground all coax shields. Stainless steel 
window. One cut customizes it for any Weather-sealed with a heavy coat of long- ground post brings ground in. 


= “MFJ-4603 Universal Window Fecdthru Panel LY MPJ-4603 


ee $ g9°* 
Four 50 Ohm Teflon" SO-239 coax connectors lets you feed 5-way binding posts \ets you ; 
HF/VHF/UHF antennas at full legal power limit. supply 50 Volts/15 Amps DC/AC power to your outside antenna 
A 50 Ohm Teflon coax N-connector lets you use any antenna tuners/relays/switches. 
up to 11 GHz, including 450 MHz, UHF, satellite, moon bounce Stainless ground post brings in ground connection, bonds inside/ 
and 2.4/5.8 GHz Wi-Fi antennas. outside stainless steel panels together and drains away static charges. 
A 75 Ohm, | GHz #-connector makes it easy to bring in televi- MES's exclusive Adaptive Cable Feedthru™ 
sion, Satellite, HD, cable TV and FM radio signals. lets you bring in rotator/antenna switch cable, 
A pair of high- voltage ceramic feedthru insulators lets you bring etc. without removing connectors (up to 
in 450/300 Ohm balanced lines directly to your antenna tuner. 1'/sX1*/s in). Adapts to virtually any cable 
Has random/longwire antenna ceramic feedthru insulator. size. seals out rain, snow, adverse weather. 
3 Coax, Balanced Line, Random Wire 4 Balanced Line, 2 Coax All-Purpose FeedThrw/CableThru™ 


Best Seller! 3 Teflon se 4 pairs of high-volt- | Stacks MF-J- 
coax connectors for HF/ sage ceramic feed-thru 4603 and 
VHF/UHF antennas. Separate high MFJ-4602 insulators for balanced aah MEJ-4600 MF J-4604! 
voltage ceramic feed-thru insulators $69°° lines ae 2 coax connectors. Ne "$'7Q95 Gives you 
for balanced lines and longwire/ran- 5 Cables, any-size every possible cable connec- MFJ-4605 
dom wire, Stainless steel ground post. 5 Adaptive Cable: tion you’ll ever need through $4] 95 

6 Coax Feedthrus™. Pass | your window without drilling cy q 

6 high quality Zeflon™ ny cable with connector: 2 cables* holes in wall -- including UHF, N it 


Es 


coax connectors for HE/VHFE/UHE MFI-4601L with large connectors up to 1'/«x1*/s MPJ-4604 coax connectors, balanced lines, random 
antennas. Stainless steel ground ® Be inches and 3 cables with UHF/N size $Q/Q)95 wire, ground, DC/AC power and cables of 
post. Full 1500 Watt legal limit. e 


* coax connectors, Seals out weather. New! any size for rotators, antenna switches, etc. 


AdaptiveCable™ Wall Plates 


MFJ-4614 — Bring nearly any cable -- rotator, antenna 


$ 3 45 walls without removing connectors (up to 
1'/sx1*%s inches). Sliding plates and rubber 
grommets adjust hole size to weather-seal | 
virtually any size cable. 
Includes stainless steel plates for each side of wall, 


screws. Free MFJ Catalog 


Visit: hitp://www.mfjenterprises.com 
or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


° t Year No Matter What™ warranty « 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


“y. 300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 

eee! wes my MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 

SDAP $4 GP  FAX:(662)323-6551 saz0cst. Moncks, Add 


shipping, 
Prices a specifications subject te change (©) 2009 MEJ Enterprises, ine, 


http://www.mfjenterprises.com for more info, catalog, manuals, dealers 


For 4 Cables switch, coax, DC/ AC power, etc. -- through — 


sliding plates, rubber grommets, weather stripping and. Rd 
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MFJ 160-6 Meter Antenna 


Self-supporting 43 foot vertical -- no guy wires required... 1500 
Watts ... exceptional performance... low-profile... includes base 
mount and legal limit balun... assembles in an hour... 


MEI-2990 | pletely hide its antenna base in shrub- 
$3 59°5 bery. Includes ATB-65 high-strength 
: antenna mount. Requires ground sys- 
i tem -- at least one radial. More exten- 
Operate all bands 160 sive ground system will give much bet- 
through 6 Meters at full 1500 ter performance. 


F : : Great for Stealth Operation in 
Watt with this self-suppor ung, antenna restricted areas 

43 feet high performance verti- This very low-profile antenna is per- 
cal! It assembles in less than : fect for stealth operation in antenna 


< restricted areas. Use it asa flagpole, 
an hour and its low Pr ofi le hide it behind trees, fences, buildings, 


blends in with the sky and trees bushes. Telescope it down during the 
-- you can barely see it from day. Put it up at night and take it down 
across the street. in the morning before the neighbors 


ceptional Performance even notice! 

ees length sal a to provide Quick and easy installation makes it 
exceptional low angle DX performance great for DXpeditions, field day and 
on 160 through 17 meters and very other portable and temporary operations. 
good performance on 15 through 6 © 2. . MEJ-2990 includes 
Meters. You can shorten it by telescop- 
ing it down for more effective low angle 
radiation on. higher bands if desired. 

With an automatic antenna tuner 

there’s no fuss — just talk! 

An automatic or manual antenna 
tuner at your rig or your rig’s internal . 
auto-tuner easily matches this antenna 
for all band 160-6 Meters operation. 
There’s no physical tuning adjustments 
on the antenna -- you simply put it up! 

An optimized balun design allows 
_ direct coax feed with negligible coax 
loss (typically less than '/: dB with 
- good quality, low-loss coax). 

Fully self-supporting, Extremely low (i 

wind loading, Very low visibility... thick walled tubing bottom section 

With just 2 square feet wind load, makes it incredibly strong -- it'll stay up! 
the fully self-supporting MFJ-2990 -- Weighs just 20 pounds -- you can 
no guy wires needed -- has the lowest easily put it up by yourself because its 
wind-loading and lowest visibility of corrosion resistant 6063 aircraft alu- 
any vertical antenna! The key is anine minum tubing and stainless steel con- 
foot section of 1/8” diameter stainless struction make it light and super-strong. 


Seat booms 


steel whip that flexes in strong wind Assembles in an hour 
instead of stressing the bottom sec- You can easily assemble it in an 
tions. Its 2-inch O.D. and .120 inch hour! Ground mounting lets you com- < 
od ae Tuners MF J Manual Tuners Window Feedthru_ yy:5.460 
» MFJ-998 MFJ-989D___ Bring 3 95 


$ 95 coaxes, bal-% 
389 anced line, random wire, ground acwiitow. 


1500 Watts Connectors mounted on stainless steel panel. 
SSB/CW, 1.8- 3/2” thick pressure-treated weather-proof wood. 


30 MHz. Acti 
slings Free MFJ Catalog 


peak-reading ae : 
Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeter, balun, dummy} Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
load or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


tenna fitch, aircore roller inductor. 


MFJ-949E * | Year Ne Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 
$4 79° back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct fron: MFJ 


*699° 


For legal limit 1500 Watt SSB/CW 
amplifiers. Auto-ranging LCD and Cross- 
Needle SWR/Wattmeter, antenna switch, amp 
ae matches 12-1600 Ohms, 1.8-30 MHz. 


MFJ-993B 


$2 59°5 


mae MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC 

' Dual power range -- 300 Watt range World’s most popular tuner! 300 300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
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The Real Scoop 


John B. Johnston, W3BE 


It is far more practical for us 

to maintain an amateur Sta- 

tion at our Scout camp than it 

would be to carry a portable 
station with us every time we have an 
activity there. For reasons of season- 
ality, rotation of leaders, and changes 
in venue, we have chosen not to apply 
for a club station license. Each of 
us FCC-licensed Hams operates the 
station from time to time, using our 
own station call signs. Is there any 
difference between this operation and 
stations installed in hospitals, schools, 
and EOCs? 

A. No — nor for any other installa- 
tion for that matter — as long as the 
station is located at a place where the 
FCC regulates the amateur service, and 
is not within a restricted location (see 
Section 97.13). Section 97.5(a) says that 
the station apparatus must be under the 
physical control of a person named in 
an amateur station license grant on the 
ULS consolidated license database or a 
person authorized for alien reciprocal 
operation by Section 97.107 of this part, 
before the station may transmit on any 
amateur service’ frequency from any 
place that is: 

(1) Within 50 km of the Earth’s surface 
and at a place where the amateur service 
is regulated by the FCC; 

_ (2) Within 50 km of the Earth’s surface 

and aboard any vessel or craft that is 
documented or registered in the United 
States; or 

(3) More than 50 km above the Earth's 
surface aboard any craft that is documented 
or registered in the United States. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: The point, there- 
fore, is whether the station apparatus 
— transmitting on the amateur service 
bands from a place where the FCC regu- 
lates our amateur service — is under the 
physical control of a person authorized 
by the FCC to cause such to occur. 

Q. Can a repeater rely upon its 
users to ID it, or is the repeater 
owner obliged to take measures to 
ensure compliance? 

A. That’s one for the station licensee to 
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decide. There is nothing in the rules that 
prohibit anyone or anything from making 
the repeater station ID announcement, 
Section 97.119(a) says that every amateur 
station, except space and telecommand 
stations, must transmit its assigned call 
sign on its transmitting channel at the end 
of each communication, and at least every 
ten minutes during a communication, for 
the purpose of clearly making the’source of 
the transmissions from the station known 
to those receiving the transmissions. 

Q. That phrase, “Land of environ- 
mental importance or that is signifi- 
cant in American history, architecture 
or culture” (Section 97.13(a)) could 
be reasonably interpreted to mean 
almost anywhere in the United States. 
The rules provide no guidance at all 
as to when the licensee of an amateur 
station is required to provide an Envi- 
ronmental Assessment. 

A. The National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is the basis 
for that section which says the licensee 
may be required to take certain actions 
prescribed by Sections 1.1305-1.1319. In 
those sections, it explains that the FCC 
has reviewed representative actions and 
has found no common pattern that would 
enable it to specify actions that will 
automatically require an environmental 
impact statement. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Evidently, the FCC 
is cognizant that it is not expert on these 
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highly sensitive considerations. Perhaps 
some local environmental, historical 
and cultural specialists could advise 
you accordingly. 

Q. Consider this frequency diversity 
arrangement for moon-bounce: iden- 
tical transmissions on two channels 
within the same band, with both being 
fed to the same antenna. What would 
be the power limit? 

A. Under Section 97.313, it would be 
the peak-envelope-power output from 
each individual transmitter that must not 
exceed the maximum number of watts 
specified for the band or segment. 

Q. For a CW transmission where 
the power limit is 1,500 watts, if two 
separate signals were to be gener- 
ated whose information band width 
is small compared to the carrier 
frequency separation, can their maxi- 
mum power be set to 750 watts each 
since each signal can be considered as 
in a different channel? 

A. Where both signals are from the 
same transmitter, Section 97.313(b) limits 
the transmitter power to the maximum of 
1.5 kW PEP. Where each signal is from 
a different transmitter, the 1.5 kW PEP 
limit would apply to each transmitter. 

Bear in mind, however, the power 
magnitude that must be used when 
determining whether or not the station — 
exceeds the threshold limits for the rou- 
tine RF environmental evaluation. That 
is specified in Section 97.13(c). Note that 
it is that of the PEP input to the station 
antenna. For repeaters, however, the 
power exclusion is based upon effective 
radiated power. 

Q. Is it legal for a Tech to use AM 


_ (DSB) on 28.3-28.5MHz? 


A. No, it isn’t. Double sideband on 
10 Meters is not authorized to a sta- 
tion having a Technician Class control 
operator. The table in Section 97.301(e) 
authorizes 28.0-28.5 MHz “For a station 
having a control operator who has been 
granted an operator license of Novice 
Class, Technician Class, or Technician 
Plus Class,” in all three ITU Regions 
and the table in Section 97.305(a) and (c) 


authorizes only CW, Phone and Image 
emission types on 28.3-28.5 MHz. 
There is, however, a note for this latter 
line item referencing Section 97.307(f) 
(10). It says, “A station having a control 
operator holding a Novice Class operator 
license or a Technician Class operator 
license and who has received credit for 
proficiency in telegraphy in accordance 
with the international requirements may 
only transmit a CW emission using the 
international Morse code or phone emis- 
sions J3E and R3E. 

In this instance, first symbol J repre- 
sents single-sideband, suppressed carrier 
and symbol R represents single-side- 
band, reduced or variable level carrier. 
Your Technician Class control operator, 
therefore, is not authorized amplitude 
modulation types double side-band (first 
symbol A), single side-band, full carrier 
(H) or vestigial sideband (C) privileges 
on 28.3-28.5 MHz. | 

W3BE-O-GRAM: The phrase, “and 
who has received credit for proficiency 
in telegraphy in accordance with the 
international requirements” is passé 
because there are no such telegraphy 
requirements. 

Section 97.307(f) contains bandwidth 
and FSK frequency shift limits that may 
preclude effective digital voice transmis- 
sion on certain bands. 

‘Q. I read on a webpage that it is 
legally required to precede each 
transmitted SSTV image with a voice 
announcement. Where is that require- 


- ment in the FCC rules? 


A. Poppycock! It isn’t there. The term 
“SSTV” (slow-scan television) isn’t even 
mentioned in Part 97. Section 97.3(c)(3) 
simply defines “Image” to be: Facsimile 
and television emissions having desig- 
nators with A, C, D, F, G, H, Jor R as 
the first symbol; 1, 2 or 3 as the second 
symbol; C or F as the third symbol; and 
emissions having B as the first symbol; 
7, 8 or 9 as the second symbol; W as 
the third symbol. The frequency bands 
and segments where Image emissions 
types may be transmitted are listed in 
Section 97.305. 

Q. In APRS, as well as packet radio, 
the call sign is included with each 
packet so there is no need for any 
additional identification. Unless the 
user is using something other than 
his call sign in the "mycall" entry 


Jose Castillo, 


then anyone can easily see where each 
packet comes from. HW? 

W3BE TO THE QUESTIONER: 
Can you shed any light on why there 
is a controversy within our amateur 
service community over whether some 
of our digital systems are compliant 
with the station identification rules 
as codified in Section 97.119? Why is 
it all so hush-hush? 
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HIS REPLY: I really don't know. 
One of my APRS stations, in my 
truck, transmits a position packet 
every five minutes. The first thing in 
the packet is the call sign and that is 
part of the header on every packet. 
The only thing I can see as a possibil- 
ity is that the call sign is at the begin- 
ning instead of the end. The FCC has 
never said anything about that being 
improper identification of a packet 
radio station in its 30+ years of use. 


- One would think that they would have 


made someone change the way packet 
radio works by now. 

A. There is no FCC requirement that 
individual packets be identified. That 
must be something designers built into 
their systems to satisfy an internal neces- 
sity. Section 97.119 has to do with the 
identification announcement for a station 
transmitting on our bands. There is no 
issue, therefore, unless that packet ID is 
also being relied upon for the station ID 
and the compromise is non-compliant 
with Section 97.119. Should there be 
some operational requisite that calls for 
a petition for rule making, please don’t 
request a how-to-ism rule. 


Happy New Year! 


Our R&R SuperHam-of-the-Month 
is noted DXer and contester extraor- 
dinaire, Jose Castillo, NIBAA. Great 
operating, Jose! 

Read the rules — Heed the rules at 
www.gpoaccess.gov/ecfr/. Click on [Title 
47], then on [Part 97]. Also visit http:// 
wireless.fcc.gov/ and click on [amateur]. 

Enforcement reports. are at http:// 
www.fec.gov/eb/AmateurActions/wel- 
come.html. 

Report violations to fecham@{cc.gov. 

— BE Informed! Have a question 
about the amateur service rules? Visit 
http://w3be.home.att.net/; and e-mail 
john @johnston.net. © 
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Pile-ups for 
a First-time 
DXpeditioner 


Kelly Jones, NOVD 


ere we are in a new year. 2008 is 
in the rear view mirror, 2009 is 
looking at us head on. On the DX 
front, 2008 produced many great DXpe- 
ditions and it looks as though 2009 will 
be just as exciting. One thing that is for 
sure, band conditions will improve. There 
has been a lot of talk about the absence 
of Cycle 24’s sunspots, but as 2008 came 
to a close, several new sunspots were 
observed. I can also say that I’m begin- 
ning to see the higher bands come to 
life. For instance there are a few signals 
on 10M that are not E-skip. 20M is stay- 
ing open past dark and I’m even hearing 
European stations on 15M — something 
that has been missing at my QTH for 
several years. I envy you East Coast guys 
that seemingly have propagation on all 
bands all of the time! 


DXing From the Other 
Side of the Pile-up 


This month I’m pleased to share 
“experiences from the other side” by 
Gene Spinelli, KSGS. Gene took a mini- 
DXpedition to the Netherland Antilles 
(PJ4) this past October and “lived to tell 
about it.” Here he recounts his experi- 
ences as a first time DXpeditioner. 

“Early in 2008 I was asked if I’d be 
interested in operating from the island of 
Bonaire in the Netherlands Antilles, (PJ4) 
before and during the 2008 CQWW SSB 
contest. Being a seasoned DXer the idea 

“sounded like fun and since I had never 
been to Bonaire the answer was “why 
not.” The first task (aside from asking the 
X YL if she wanted to come along for the 
ride — she said no!) was to check airline 


Peter, PJ4NX, in his shack on Bonaire. 


routes and pricing. 

“Bonaire is located in the southern 
Caribbean, about 50 miles north of the 
coast of Venezuela. Once the airline 
reservations were made we secured 
hotel rooms in Dallas for an overnight 
layover en route to San Juan the next 
morning, and then a two hour prop flight 
to Bonaire. 

“Having travelled outside the USA a 
few times before this trip, I went through 
my usual mental checklist: does my 
passport have the requisite six months of 
validity from entry date; is there a visa 
requirement (no); what radio gear do we 
need; weather (hot, humid and rainy in 
October); line voltage, what’s to do when 
not playing radio; languages spoken on 


*\ TOROID CORES 
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catalog and RFI Tip Sheet. Our RFI kit gets 
RFI out of TV's, telephones, stereos, etc. 
Model RFI-4 ......... wsesencee 929.00 
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e-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
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Bonaire; history; culture; national cur- 
rency, where are the ATMs, and of course 
where will we stay. 

“Other than my own personal needs, 
everything else had already been planned. 
A beautiful three-bedroom home ten 
minutes from the airport had been rented; 
a rental truck was waiting for our arrival 
flight as was the rental agent with the keys 
to the house. It was all quite seamless and 
well executed. | 

“Also staying at the house was John 
Barcroft, K6AM, from San Diego and 
Kelly Jones, NOVD. John took a “red © 
eye” from San Diego to San Juan and 
was waiting for us at our arrival gate. 
We had dinner at the San Juan airport 
and then boarded our ‘puddle jumper’ for 
the two-hour ride to Bonaire. My Bose 
headset and iPod saved me from listening 
to drone of the engines and propellers for 
two hours. 

“Living in Colorado at 9,200 feet above 
sea level the notion of humidity is about as 
foreign as one can imagine. Upon stepping 
off the plane onto the tarmac in Bonaire, 
we were greeted by a heavy dose of hot 
sticky air. It took a few days to acclimate to 
the climate, although I’ve known for years 
this is not my kind of weather. 

“We arrived at the house at about 
10 p.m., claimed our bedrooms and then 
raided the refrigerator that was thought- 
fully stocked with adult beverages. The 
next morning we visited with Peter de 
Graaf, PJ4NX, at his home. Peter is one 
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of only two Hams on Bonaire and prob- 
ably the most active from the island. We 
toured his station and listened intensely as 
Peter talked about Bonaire, the economic 
climate, the people, and his Ham Radio 
experiences from PJ4, DXing, contesting 
and EME. Later in the week we invited 
Peter and his significant other to a BBQ at 
our house, a good time was had by all. 
“Stored at Peter’s home are several Peli- 


can cases loaded with Ham gear owned by 


Kelly, NOVD. We loaded the truck with 
four large cases, headed back to the house 


Awesome Audio Demonstration! 
WW wi2 


uary 2009 


NTRAL USA. _ 
so 
AM 


1A CEA EURO . 


and erected an all-band vertical (complete 
with radials) on the empty lot next to 
our house. One of the cases contained a 
Yaesu FT-1000 Mark V Field, so before 
too long the laptop was interfaced to the 
Field and we were on the air. It wasn’t long 
before Kelly and John were running CW 
pile-ups on 20 and 40 Meters. Depending 
on the time of day and the band we had 
propagation to the USA, Europe, Asia and 
of course South America. 

“While I consider myself an avid DXer 
and an occasional contester, I’ve never 
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run a pile-up from the “other side.” We 
were using relatively low power and a 
vertical antenna so I knew it was going 
to require some patience to get going. 
When my turn came to play radio I went 
to 20 SSB and tuned around listening for 
band conditions. | heard 5USU handling a 
large pile-up in an excellent manner. So, 
with low power and the vertical antenna, 
I joined the pile-up. It took just a few calls 
for him to pick me out of the pile and an 
instant later PJ4/K5GS was in his log. 
Conditions were good so I soon began 
calling CQ and logged stations from the 
USA, Europe and Hawaii. 

“After a few minutes of calling CQ, the 
pile-up appeared and I started running 
through the calls. I’ve always believed 
that the DX operator needs to “manage” 
the pile-up and keep it running in an 
orderly manner. 

“Operating from the DX end is a learn- 
ing experience for all involved. Aside 
from giving out a PJ4 contact we were 
also warming up for the contest, so we 
wanted to initiate some runs and log them 
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Jerry Boyd, KW7J, author of two 
previous emergency communications 
books, (both published by WorldRadio) 
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subject, has authored "Management of 
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ment responsibilities which Emergency 
Coordinators and other EMCOMM 
managers have. It provides very helpful 
information for such managers on how 
to efficiently and effectively accomplish 
those tasks. 

The booklet is available at a cost of 
$8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
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Order online with Visa, MasterCard 
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Gene, K5GS, enjoying the pile- 


as fast as possible. 

“Experienced DXers and Contesters 
understand the protocol: get in and get 
out, a jumble of callers are heard and the 
operator sifts through the jumble. The DX 
operator picks out a call or partial call, 
for example: I hear W3WKR in the pile 
and say W3WKR 5-9, he says PJ4/K5GS 
— W3WKR 5-9 and I log it and reply 
‘Thanks — QRZed.’ By not exchanging 


ups as PJ4/K5GS. 


any other information the station running 
the pile-up is signaling they are running 
stations and not looking for discussion. 
The operator gets into a rhythm and is 
seeking to drive up their rate while accu- 
rately logging the exchange. 
“Occasionally, a caller would give their 
name, QTH, rig, weather and an accurate 
report (something other than 5-9). When 
that happened I’d stop the run and have a 


The DX Store 


Amateur Radio Equipment for DXers! 


Whether you’re operating from 
halfway around the world or just 
up the hall from your living room, 
you want equipment you can 
count on to perform... You want 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


10301 Maybrook Ave. Whittier, CA 906603 
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short chat. While my goal was to keep the 
run going as long and as fast as possible 
(with accurate logging), I didn’t want to 
discourage anyone from having a real 
QSO with PJ4. 

“So, what did I learn from operating 
as PJ4/KSGS? 

“1. The stroke (or slash) between the 
PJ4 and the call sign was a real handicap. 
Too many callers didn’t understand the 
portable operation identifier of “Prefix / 
call sign.” I had to stop and repeat my call 
sign many times and sometimes use the 
identifier K5GS portable PJ4 that seemed 
to work (but only sometimes). 

“2. While it’s really easy to manage 
a pile-up with a kilowatt and a mullti- 
element antenna, it’s more challenging 
with a vertical and 100 watts. It’s even 
more challenging, but not impossible, 
during a contest. Operating on kilowatt 
ally with 100 watts will test your skill and 
the caller’s patience. We were hoping 10 
Meters would open but it didn’t happen so 
we were relegated to 15, 20 and 40. 

“3. When calling a DX station please 
give your entire call sign. Giving the “last 
2 letters” actually wastes time and causes 


QRM. When you’re trying to break a pile- _ 


up give your full call once or twice and 
then listen. One thing that did annoy me 
was the odd caller who kept calling over 
the station I was already working, or the 
station ‘tail ending’ when it was obvious 
that I wasn’t working ‘tail enders.’ 
“What’s ‘tail ending?’ Tail ending 
occurs when a caller drops their call into 
the mix just after the DX operator finishes 
working someone but before he/she says 


‘QRZed’ or ‘Thanks.’ Tail ending can be. 


effective if the DX operator is using that 
technique. I prefer to call ‘QRZed’ or say 
‘thanks’ to signal the pile-up that I’m ready 
for another call. Used incorrectly, tail- 
ending can actually contribute to the chaos 
because the pile-up tends to cover the DX 
station and no one gets through. 

“4. One way to make a DX operator a 
little crazy is to use non-standard phonet- 
ics. The phonetic alphabet was established 


as a standard. Kilo Five Golf Sierra is — 


quite easy for a DX operator to interpret 
regardless of their first language. Cute or 
non-standard phonetics slow things down 
and are prone to errors. The DX operator 
needs to first interpret the phonetics and 
hope they have the right understanding of 
the words. While the use of cute phonet- 
ics may work fine in a casual QSO with 
someone who has the time and patience 
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Be 


to figure out what you’re trying to com- 
municate, in a DX pile-up or a contest 
you're just wasting the operator’s time. 
So, my advice is to learn the standard 
phonetic alphabet and leave the cute 
words for Jeopardy. 

“So, how are you supposed to learn how 
to work DX? Like in real estate where the 
top three considerations are: location — 
location — location, in DXing they’re: 
listen — listen — listen. Of course 
you'll sometimes hear poor operators 
and you might not know what they’re 
doing is outside of accepted operational 
procedures. But most of the time it’s quite 
obvious when poor operating procedures 
are being used. 

“T’ve spent many hours just listening to 
Martti Laine, OH2BH, and Bob Vallio, 
WO6RGG, working pile-ups (of course 
after I worked them). It’s amazing how 
just listening to these guys will help 
you quickly learn the finer points of 
managing the pile-up or participating 
in the hunt. 

“Another way to learn the ropes is by 
joining a special-interest club in your 
- area. Books and web sites also offer many 
tips on tuning your operating skills. But 


the one thing that will really make a dif- | 


ference is to get in there and start working 
them, after you learn the basics. 

“With that I’d like to close by thanking 
N@®VD, K6AM, and PJ4NX for the great 
time we had on Bonaire and the new 


A GUIDE 10 THE MAGIC bau 


EN NEERERK, WHZAME 


friendships that resulted through Ama- 
teur Radio. If you happened to work me 
from Bonaire, QSLs are direct via QRZ. 
COM to my home call. 73 & see you in 
the pile-ups.” 

I'd like to thank Gene for sharing 
his experience of operating from the 
other side. 


Operators Needed 


As long as we’re on the topic of travel- 
ling: to the other side, here is an oppor- 
tunity for you to possibly experience 
things for yourself. Bill Tackett, KN4N, 
is looking for operators for a Guantanamo 
Bay operation to take place this spring 
or perhaps sooner. Bill indicates-he can 
take one or maybe two operators with 
him (space is limited), There are some 
conditions: 

1. Must be active duty or retired mili- 
tary, will stay at Navy Lodge, fly space 
“A” from NAS Jax. 

2. Must have General class or higher 
license. 

3. Prefer non-smoker to share quar- 
ters. : 

4. MAC flights depart NAS Jacksonville 
each Saturday, so you must furnish your 
own transportation to Jacksonville, FL. 

5. You must be in good health. 

6. Cost will be low on the post since the 
team can use the dining facility (PX). 

Bill states he is in the “investigation 
stage” at this point. At present, the club 
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station is there but has no operators. The 
team will have to wait until at least one 


Ham is stationed there. Anyone who | 


knows of a Ham on a PCS to GITMO, 
please let him know as he will have to 
sponsor the team: If interested, contact 
Bill via his E-mail address: kn4n@ 
comcast.net. 


Another Top Ten 
Entity Activation | 
By the time you read this, the 9th 

most wanted DXCC entity (per The DX 
Magazine’s 2007 list) should already 
be on the air. This “work assignment” 
DXpedition is operated by Florentin, 
F4DY W, from Alfred Faure Base 
(WAP-WADA FRA-02) on Crozet 
Island and will use the callsign FTS WO. 
Florentin anticipates operating during 
his spare time between 01 December 
2008 and 30 November, 2009 using 
SSB on 40, 20 and 15 Meters with 100 
watts into a dipole. QSL via his home 
call, direct or by the bureau. Although 
his blog is in French, be sure to look for 
updates at http: f4dyw Jree.fr/index. 
php?langue=fr&contenu=ft5wo.html 


KP5 OSL | 
Manager Announced 


Over the last couple of months, I have 
been keeping an eye on the upcoming 
Desecheo (KP5) DXpedition — here 
is another update. The team recently 
announced that QSL processing for this 
DXpedition will be handled by Bob 
Schenck, N2O0O, and the members of the 
South Jersey DX Association. This is a 
very experienced group with DXpeidtions 
such as 3YOX, CEOZ, VU7MY, and 
XR9A under their belt. Needless to say, 
the DXpedition group is proud to have 
them on their team. Further details on 
how to QSL will be forthcoming, but in 


the meantime be sure to visit their website 


at http://www.kp5.us. 

— That’s it for this month’s column. I 
look forward to hearing your comments, 
complaints or whatever is on your mind. 
A special thanks to K5GS for sharing his 
experiences as a first time DXpeditioner. 
Also thanks to the OPDX Bulletin for 
providing additional information. If you 
have any DX information you would like 
announced, please send the information 
at least two months in advance to nOvd@ 
dxcentral.com. Until next time, see you 
in pileups! - NOVD 


a OS MANAGERS () 


CALL MANAGER 


3V8BB YTIAD 
3Z1918PR SP9ZHR 
3Z9@PR | SP9KAO 
4LQA EA7FTR 
4L1FP LZ1OT 
4LIUN EA7FTR 
4L2M EA7FTR 
—AX@C W8HC 
4X@V AA4V 
4X4BL WA2KNC 
SB4All RW3RN 
5D5A I2WiJ 
S5N/LZIQK  — LZICL 
SOLA a2 OZ5ESB 
5R8FU: SM5DJZ 
5TSJIA JAIBAB 
5Z4/RWIAU K5XK 
TS5SCF SK5AA 
8R5A NNIN 
8P9CF SM7CFF 
8Q7SO JKIKSB 
9AIP 9A2RD 
9A5D 9A1BHI 
OAS5Y . 9ATW 
9A8M 9A3JB 
OH3YL OH2YL 
932BO G3TEV 
9J2CA G3SWH 
9K2GS EASKB 
9K2K EASKB 
9K2YM EASKB 
9LOwW DK2WV 
9M4SMO JHIWXT 
9M6/KESCNK DS4NMJ 
OM8Y Y JR3WXA 
9Y4W DL4MDO 
A35AH DL2AH 
A43DLH ‘DK7PE 
A45CL DK2CL 
A45FK DG3FK 
A45HD DJ3FK 
“A5IG@A FODK 
A6IC Ww4is 
A73A EA7FTR 
AH@BT 7LIFPU 
AH2R JH7OXJ 
AMIA EALURG 
AM3SSB EA3QP 
AO3A EA3BOX 
AO3K EA3GHZ 
AOSB EA4RCH 
AO8A OHIRY 
AU2RSB W3HNK 
AY4D EASKB 
BIZ ‘EA7FTR 
B4TB BA4TB 
B7M | BG7LHY 
B7P BD71XG 
Cc49C 5B4KH 
C41 LZ2HM 
C4M W3HNK 
C6ALP W8QT 
CEITT EASKB 
CE4B CE4ETZ 
CN2B OH2BH 
CN3A I2WIJ 
CN4P EA5XX 
CO8LY EA7ADH 
CO8ZZ DKiWI 
CQ3T CT3KN 
CQ4IPY CTIBWW 
CQ4U CTIHFS 
CQ9K CT3BD 
CS2P CTIBWU 
CT3NT CT1BOH 
CT7A CTIGFK 
CT7SBK CT2FPE 
CT8K CTICIJ 
CU2xX OH2BH 
CV5D CX2ABC 
CW2T _ CXITA 
CW5W CX6VM 
CXICCC EASKB 
CY2ZT/2 M@URX 
D4C CTIESV [a] 
D4C IZ4DPV [b] 
DF@HQ DL5SAXX 
DJ@A DJ3AA 


CALL MANAGER 


DL2F DL2FDL 
DM3W DM3EF 
DP4A DL2MWB |. 
DQ4W DK9TN 
DRIA DL6FBL 
DR2W DH3WO 
DR5Z. DJ5RE 
DXIJ JAIHGY 
DX1M DUIBP 
E73BB K2PF 
E73M E73Y or K2PF 
E77XZ DK6XZ 
E7DX E77E 
EBIWW EAIKY 
EE2K EA2RKO 
EE2W EB2BXL 
EE3E EA3ELZ 
EFIW EAIWS 
EFSJ EASYJ 
EGST ’  EAS5EH 
EHIK EAIAJV 
EH3BM EA3GLB 
EH3MB EA3APS 
EH7H EA7AH 
EIO@W EI2JD 
EI7M EI6HB 
EK3SA DJICW 
EK6TA DJ@MCZ 
EK6YL SP9LJD 
ER@FEO UU@IM 
ERO@WW UT3UA 
ERSGB W3HNK 
EVIR EUIPA 
EY8/F4EGS F4EGS 
FHILE F6BFH 
FK8DD LZ1IZ 
FK8GX W3HNK 
FK8HC VK4FW 
FS5SKA W3HNK 
FT5YI F4EGX 
FY5KE FY1FL 
G6MC GM@®AZC 
GB617SQN 2E@PRD 
GC@ADX | MM@DHQ 
GC4KPT M@DOL 
GI5K MI@LLL 
GM@B MM@BHX 
GM2T GM4UYZ 
GM7V M@CMK 
GU3ZAY/P G3ZAY 
GU7VJR G7VIR 
GZ@F M@CMK 
HBI@DX HB9AGH 
HB9H HB9CXZ 
HCS5WW/HC8 JA6VU 
HDSJ JA6GCE 
HF1918PR SP40Z 
HF2@@8PR SP9YJC 
HF9@PR SP2FAP 
HGI1S HAIKSA 
HG4F HA4FF 
HG6N HA6KNB 
HI3CCP — ON4IQ 
HI3K KB2MS 
HI3T ON4IQ 
HPIBYS EASKB 
HQ3Z K6VNX 
HOQOR K5WW 
HS@AC HS@ZFZ 
HT2N AJ9C 
IF9A IT9ATF 
IHON | OKIMG 
112@CJ IW2HAJ 
II2IARA 1Q2MI 
114A IK4ADE 
IL3T 1Q3SD 
IOIT IKIRQT 
103J 1V3ZXQ 
1O4T IZ4JMA 
1050 IKSRLP 
1O9K IW9HLM 
IQ5MS IKSMDF 
IR2M IZ2FDU 
IR3Z IN3XUG 
IR4M IK4WMH 
IR4X I4EAT 
IRST IK5ORP 
IROY IT9ABY 


CALL MANAGER 


IS@A ISOMYN 
1U2P I2PJA 
IU9A IT9SSI 
IY1EY IKIQBT 
J28JA FSJFU 
J3/DL7CM , DL7ICM 
J3/DM2AYO DM2AYO 
J37LR VE3EBN 
IST VE3EBN 
J42T SV2BFN 
J48IJ HATJJS 
J48NL HA6NL 
J48P HA7PL 
J48PS HA6PS 
J48RT HA6NL 
JWS5NM LAS5NM 
JW7QIA LA7QIA 


KH@TF/KH2 JK2NWW 


KH2/AK@J JAIKJW 
KH2/JFIGUQ JFIGUQ 
KH2/JIHKS — JJLHKS 
KH2/JJ1IGI JIG 
KH2/NVIJ JAIFUY 
KH2/WH7QL JAIXVY 
KH2F JA2TBS 
KH6LC AI4U 
KH6MB AI4U 
KH7X K2PF 
KP2B EA7FTR 
KP2M AI4U 
LN3Z LASVDA ° 
LN8W -LAOVDA 
LPIH EASKB 
LR2F LU2FA 
LR4E LW4EU 
LSID LW9EOC 
ESzpiN EASKB 
LT@D LU6DU 
LTIF AC7TDX 
LU4WG EASKB 
LUSEVK WD9EWK 
LU8YE EA7FTR 
LV6D EASKB 
LW6DW EASKB 
LX7I LX2A 
LX9UN LXINJ 
LY4A LY2FY 
LY7@A LY2ZZ 
LY7A LY2ZO 
LY9Y LY2CY 
LZ9W LZIPM 
LZ9X LZIRB 
M6T G4PIQ 
M7A MONRC [a] 
M7A M3UNN |b] 
MWwow M@URX 
NH@DX JL3RDC 
NP4Z WC4E 
OA4SS KB6J 
OA4WW HPIWW 
ODS/IV3YIM _IV3YIM 
ODS/ON4IM — ON4IM 
OE2S OE2GEN 
OE4A OEIEMS 
OGIM OHIVR 
OGS5@F OHIF 
OGS5B OH5BM 
OH@E OH2MM 
OH4A OH6LI 
OHSZ OHSLIZ 
OH8X OH2UA 
OKSW OKIAEZ 
OLIX OK4PA 
OL3Z OK1HMP 
OLST OKITNM 
OL7R OKIWMV 
OM7M OM3PA 
OTSA ON7LR 
OX/G3TXF G3TXF 
OXx2A OZ1ACB 
OX3XR OZ3PZ 
OY3QN OZIACB 
P33W RA3AUU 
PADA WD9DZV 
PADV AI6V 
P4QW N2MM 
P4AQZB KOWZB 
PA6Z PA9M 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER 
PJ2T N9AG T3OXX JA8BMK XE2K XE2DN 
PJ4/W9NTY WD9DZV T33ZZ JA8BMK XE3RR EB7DX 
PJ4E WA4PGM T88RA JHIRMH XR6T CE3FED 
PRSD PYSDC T8IC JK2VOC XU7ADU DL2QT 
PRS5Z DL4DBR TC7KA TA7TKA XU7ADW DJ8XW 
Fs2t K3IRV TC85TC TAIHZ XU7ARJ JA3ARJ 
PW2D PY2VM TF3W TF3GB XU7AVO JA3AVO 
PX2T PY2DN TISN W3HNK XU7CJA JAICJA 
RA9A RK9AWN TK9R IK8UND XU7KOH ON7PP 
RC3W RW3WWW TMIO FIIKA XU7MDY OH4MDY 
RG9A UA9XC TM2DR F6KVP XU7UIJR JA3UIR 
RK2FWA DK4VW TM2S F5PED XV4BM RL3BM 
RL3A W3HNK TM2Y F6BEE YBIALL W2FB 
RN9S RN9SXX TM6M F4DXW YIIRAZ IK2DUW 
RS3A RA3CW TM6VG F6KUF YIONIC NISDX 
RT4M RN4LP TM7F F6KRC YJ@AQY JAIJQY 
RT6A RZ6AZZ TM9OR F6KNB YI@AVE JF1OCQ 
RTOW RZOWWH TO8Z VE3TG YL6W YL2GD 
RU3NHY/1 RZ3EC TT8JT E73Y YLO@BJ YL2BJ 
RU45@W RK4WWA UA3R RN3RQ YL9@CR YL2CR 
RU45OWA RD4WA UEIRFF/3 UAIRJ YL9IG@DQ YL3DQ 
RU45O@WB UA4WBE UN4L UA9AB YL9@EC YL2EC 
RU45@WC UA4WCM UO6P UN7PBY YLO@GFX YL3GFX 
RU45O0WD RU4WD UP®L DL8KAC YL9O@GN YL2GN 
RU45OWG RU4WG UR4Z UY@ZG YL9OUZ YL2UZ 
RU45OWK UA4WK UU7J UU@IM YN2N TI20HL 
RU45O@WM RD4WM UV8M UX3MR YP9W YOOWF 
RU45@wWO UA4WB V31IMX K@BCN YQ9GU YOSBFJ 
RU45OWR RV4WCB V47JA W5JON YROR YO3HKW 
RU459W W RA4WA V48M K2SB YRIC YO4NA 
RU45@WX  RK4WWD V63DX JA7HMZ YR7M YO3CTK 
RU45OWZ RD4WZ V8AQM W3HNK YTSC YT7AW 
RWOA RA@ALM VC2Z VE2BR YT8A YUIEA 
SC16580Z SK7BQ VE2DXY KD3RF Z29KM EA7FTR 
SK3W SMSDIJZ VKICC DL8YR ZAIE I2MQP 
SM6U SM6YOU VK4YN VK4FW ZFIWD G4RWD 
SN1918PR SP4KSY VK6AU NIDT ZK2DF NIEMC 
SN2@@8PR SPIKRF VK7GK DL8NU ZL2G ZL2HAM 
SN3A SP3GEM VP2E N5AU ZL3A ZL3WW 
SN9@PR SP9YGD VP2EC NSAU ZM2M ZL2AL 
SO2@@8PR SQ3JPV VPSDX NU4Y ZPOR ZPSAZL 
SO6V SP6DVP VPST N2VW ZS9X K3IRV 
SO6X SP6IXF VQ9RD KIIG ZV2K PY2WAR 
SO8A SP8LNE VR2C WA4WTG ZWSB K3IRV 
SO9@PR SPSKCR VU3NLF ‘DITIC ZX2B PY2MNL 
SO9Q SP9QMP VU3NLG DLSDSM ZX2X PY2ZX 
SP1918PR SQ5WAA VU4MY DJ7IC ZXSJ AI4U 
SP9@PR SP2KRS VU4RG DJ7JC ZX7A PS7TKS 
SQI918PR SPS5ZDH VU7NRO VU2UWZ ZY7C PT7WA 
SQ9@PR SP9PLK VU7SJ DL9GFB [a] bureau [b] direct 
ST2NH EA7FTR W2FJP/KH2 JA2FIJP 

SX5P SV5FRD W6KNH/KH® JQIKNH 

OSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 

3A2LF Claude Passet, Les Jacarandas B5, app. 582, 3 allee Guillaume Apollinaire, 


MC 9000 Monaco 


9K2HN Hamad J. Al-Nusif, P.O. Box 38305, 72254, Abdullah Al-Salem Area, Kuwait 

9Y4D Christopher Ellis, 388A Charles Ct Block 3 Palmiste} San Fernando, 
Trinidad and Tobago 

DJ7IJC Norbert Meyer, Huenninghausenweg 33, D-45276 Essen, Germany 

DK2WV Karl Heinz Ilg, Max-LA w-Str. 15, 85579 Neubiberg, Germany 

DK7PE Rudolf Klos, Ulrichstrasse 26, 55128 Mainz, Germany 

DL7CM Hans-Rainer Uebel, Hartmannsdorfer Chaussee 3, 15528 Spreenhagen, Germany 

DL9GFB _ Franz Berndt, Heinrich-Heine-Strasse 1, D-18209 Bad Doberan, Germany 

DM2AYO _ Siegfried Blechschmidt, Brassenpfad 66, 12557 Berlin, Germany 

E71A Emil Tafro, Salke Lagumdzije 10, Sarajevo 71000, Bosnia-Herzegovina 

F4EGS Philippe Koch, Le Cottereau, 37320 Saint Branchs, France 

FODK Jean-Louis Dupoirier, 11 Rue Henri Barbusse, 78114 Magny-les-Hameaux, 
France 

FYIFL Jacques Mazzoni, 678 Route de I'Egalite, 74290 Talloires, France 

JAIJQY Shigeo Matsui, 2-31-10 Shimoseya, Seya-ku, Yokohama, 246-0035 Japan 

JA6VU Masaaki Kano, 712 Kagami, Kagami-machi, Yatsushiro, 869-4203 Japan 

JA8BMK _ Toshihiko Fukuta, 2115-3 Nobori, Yoichi, Hokkaido 046-0002, Japan 

JFIOCQ Hiroyuki Miyake, 1-3-6 Asakura, Maebashi, 371-0811 Japan 

JU1DX JTDXA Contest Team, C.P.O Box 2373, Ulaanbaatar-13, Mongolia 

KH7B Mauna Kea Contest Club, P.O. Box 490, Laupahoehoe, HI 96764, USA 

KIIG Malcolm E. Davenport Jr, 477 Hope Furnace Rd, Hope, RI 02831, USA 

KP2HC Brian J. Keegan, 4301 SE Scotland Cay Way, Stuart, FL 34997, USA 

KP2YL Ann Z. Keegan, 4301 SE Scotland Cay Way, Stuart, FL 34997, USA 

LZICL Vassil Shatarov, P.O. Box 185, Plovdivy-4000, Bulgaria 

NIEMC David Franco, 3 Dugout Road, Hudson, NH 03051, USA 


OH4MDY Reijo Laitinen, Mantytie 13, FI-76940 Nenonpelto, Finland 


VA2ZM 

VQ9LA 

XT2DJW 
Burkina-Faso 


Paul Trudel, 3545 Labrosse St, St-Hubert, QC J3Y 3C3, Canada 
Larry Arneson, PSC 466 Box 24 (DG-21 Annex 30), FPO AP 96595-0024, USA 
Daniel Bouchez, Medecins Sans Frontieres - 01 BP 2520, Ouagadougou 01, 


XU7ABN Claude Laget, P.O. Box 1373 GPO, Phnom Penh 99999, Cambodia 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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3) EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


See You on the Internet! 


arlier today I heard the news that 
Hentai has a new owner. I’d 

not considered the possibility that 
WR would change hands so the news was 
somewhat of a surprise. Tonight I’ve spent 
several hours traveling down memory 
lane and looking through some earlier 
issues and remembering events detailed 
in earlier columns. I won’t share all of 
my thoughts with you as they’re intensely 
personal. I am extremely excited that 
Helen and Armond Noblé.can move into 
a well-earned and well-deserved retire- 
ment. I also know the decision to sell was 
difficult, as this magazine has been one 
of their passions. 

One of my prized collections is a 
stack of WorldRadio magazines dating 
to the mid-1980s. I still recall being 
attracted to the magazine. because, 
first, it was printed on newsprint and, 
second, it was written by an eclectic 
stable of writers who shared personal 
stories, common sense and wrote with 
a passion about things that applied to 
me as a Ham Radio operator. 

In 1989 I wrote a letter to WorldRadio 
and asked if they’d be interested in a 
column about search and rescue. That 
was my passion and I thought it would be 
an easy thing — to write acolumn every 
month and share my thoughts. I was sur- 
prised when Armond Noble called me a 
few weeks later and accepted my offer 
to write for WorldRadio. | recall that 
conversation with Armond — it is the 
only time we ever spoke, and we spoke 
very little about search and rescue or my 
qualifications to write such a column. 


It turns out that we shared a little | 


history. We both had ties to Casper, 
Wyoming, and to an AM radio station. 


That station was KATI and occupied the: 


1400 spot on the dial in Casper. We’d 
both worked there and, as a Casper 
native, I’d depended on KATI for my 
daily entertainment. Even though as a 
teen I felt a burning desire to be a “disk 
jockey” for the station, a dream I had in 
my junior and senior high school days, 
my brief stint with the station was in the 
newsroom and I did on-scene live news 
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reports and later some sports reporting. 
Those were the days before cellular 
phones so my job was to get to the scene 
of the event, record an interview on a 
portable reel-to-reel recorder and then 
do my first-person reports live from the 
nearest phone booth. I would have the 
recorder set so at the appropriate time 
I could play the on-scene interview by 
holding the recorder’s speaker up to 
the phone handset. It was primitive but 
extremely fun. 

Armond and I shared some stories 
from our days at KATI and about 
Casper. (I have other tales I could share 
about Armond, but they’re his to tell if 
he ever wants to and I invoke “public 
safety chaplain privilege” and promise 
never to tell!) 

Armond sent me a letter of “accep- 
tance” as a columnist and sent me a few 
guidelines about deadlines and publish- 
ing schedules. In our phone conversation 
he said I’d be on probation and as long as 
each column was submitted, there was no 
guarantee he’d use it. He also agreed that 
I had free rein to write about any topic I 
wanted and he’d not direct my content. 
But, he said, if I didn’t measure up, the 
column would not run. That was about 
19 years ago and about 225 columns 
ago. I’ve never officially been taken off 
“probation.” I’ve also never recycled 
columns — each one is carefully consid- 
ered and written and topics are seldom 
revisited. For me, each column is “fresh” 
and inspired by events that I’ve been 
involved with or have observed prior to 
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writing the column. 

The other “deal” was that I didn’t 
want any compensation for writing. 
Armond and Helen said “no.” Helen 
was the driving force on sending some 
form of payment for each column, I told 
them that I’d reluctantly take the pay- 
ment but I’d make a donation to a radio 
group — which I’ve done now for 19 
years. And, over the years this column 
of mine has been somewhat expensive 
but hugely rewarding. 

You may not realize it, but everything 
I’ve reviewed (with one exception), I’ve 
purchased. If I wrote about an antenna 
or a radio or a gadget of one sort or 
another, I’ve paid for it out of my own 
pocket. All of the compensation from 
Helen has been donated to various radio 
groups. Basically I didn’t want to “owe” 
anyone or any manufacturer a positive 
review in exchange for a “freebie.” Every — 
once in a while I’d obtain extra stuff and 
it’s quietly been given to a club for a 
door prize or given to a newly-licensed 
operator who just needed a goodie to 
get them going in the hobby. This is the © 
first time, in 19 years, I’ve confessed 
about the background details concerning 
this column. I will miss knowing that 
Helen and Armond are involved ee 
WorldRadio. 

I have seen columnists (and eaiters) 
come and go. Every one of them has 
had a passion for publishing and had 
a high interest with Amateur Radio. 
I have been fortunate that my “real” 
job has paid the bills so that I could 
write for WorldRadio as a matter of 
my passion for public service. Every 
event and every experience I’ve written 
about has been mine (or about someone 
I’ve been in close contact with). Every 
columnist I’ve known has also shared 
a passion for Amateur Radio — and 
we’ve all written as if we are writing 
to you, the reader, personally. 

None of us have offices in the spa- 
cious WorldRadio headquarters build- 
ing (grin). We don’t work as full-time 
writers in the WorldRadio newsroom. 
Few of us have met in person and prob- 


ably wouldn’t know each other on sight. 
We all share a legacy of down-to-earth 
common sense and all of us enjoy Ama- 
teur Radio with focused interest in one of 
the many facets the hobby presents. 
I thank you, as readers, for sticking 
with me for many years. When you have 
written me you often got pages and pages 
(probably more information than you 
wanted) in response. In any given month 
I spend more time answering e-mail than 
I do writing this column. Some of you 
have stopped in Salt Lake City and vis- 
ited. Some of you have lured me to your 
gatherings as a guest speaker or just as 
a guest (all at my own expense I might 
add) and it has been a labor of love. This 
hobby we call Amateur Radio is both 
addictive and rewarding. The best pay is 
derived from the friendships we enjoy. 
While it’s fun to build something or 
serve others, what I remember most are 
the friends I’ve made along the journey. 
When Armond and I visited 19 years ago 
it was about common interests, friends 
we both shared and simply one radio 
. guy sharing experiences with another 
radio guy. | 

_T’ve never said thanks to Armond — 
but I’ve never needed to. He knows how 
much I enjoy what I do and every column 
I write is, in essence, my way of telling 
him thanks for allowing me the platform 
to share ideas and thoughts. With this 
column, however, I say to Helen and 
Armond — THANKS! It has been a very 
rewarding ride! 


OK, back to radio stuff. 

The headline in today’s newspaper 
tells of a grim financial outlook for most 
of us. One writer said we’re going to have 
to learn how to get along without the 
luxury of buying all of the “stuff” we’re 
used to having. I agree. And it may not 
be a bad thing! 

We might have to actually use the 
radios we own and perhaps spend a little 
more time operating and a little less 
time shopping. The art of conversation 
may take precedence. We might visit 
about more interesting things and not 
just about the weather or about what rig 
we're using. We might find enjoyment 
in dusting off an old CB radio and chat- 
ting locally. 

We might find we’re of value to a local 
agency that is looking for ways to make 


do with less tax dollars. 

A reader asked me recently if it 
bothered me that Amateur Radio is 
seldom included in emergency plan- 
ning or discussed in written emergency 
plans. He pointed out that even though 
Amateur Radio operators are not listed 
as an emergency resource, it is often 
Ham Radio reports cited in after-action 
reports as most valuable and timely. He’s 
right on target. Several days ago there 
was a news bulletin about a late-season 
hurricane. I get e-mail alerts when 
the words “Ham Radio” or “Amateur 
Radio” are contained in Associated 
Press stories. The hurricane bulletin 
told of “Ham Radio reports” about the 


. Storm’s impact. 


A local agency has a plan for response 
to an earthquake. There is no stated role 
for Ham Radio operators. The agency 
director and I have visited and he is very 
interested in having a Ham station at 
their communications facility. He told 
me that, based on his experience in other 
communities, Ham Radio operators will 
be needed to augment his agency’s com- 
munications capacity in an emergency. 
He told me about his budget challenges 


and that no amount of money could 


compensate for Ham Radio value. It’s 
not because he expects his expensive 
trunked system will fail. He knows it 
will be heavily loaded and that demand 
will not break the system but will put it 


at capacity. Ham Radio will allow him ~ 


to deal with the overload. 

It’s not about systems failing but 
about prohibitive costs in building a 
large and complex system for events 
that happen infrequently. He knows he 
can serve the public very well in day- 
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to-day service but sees the need to have 
Ham Radio help him meet the need in 
a large-scale event. 

For those of you frustrated that you’re 
not in the spotlight of emergency plan- 
ning: Be patient and keep the lines of 
communication with agencies open. 
Don’t get offended. Be ready to respond. 
You’re needed more than you realize and 
your value is greater than you realize! 

The challenge for you and me with our 
relationship to an agency is to establish 
trust. It happens over time and with lots 
of effort. Trust happens when you’re 
given an access card to the EOC. Trust 
happens when you're called to help fix 
something “electrical” such as a broken 
phone line or a malfunctioning alarm 
system. Trust happens when you’re 
called to suggest ways to fix a minor 
problem or asked to help plan where 
to place an Amateur Radio antenna or 
asked what radios you suggest they pur- 
chase for their Ham Radio console. 

Trust happens a little at a time over 
a long period of time. Trust happens 
when you don’t get offended and get 
your feelings hurt because you’re not 
seated at the head table at every meet- 
ing. Trust happens because you’re 
honest and reliable and willing to help 
— ‘not for personal gain or personal 
reward but because you care about 
people more than getting credit for 
what you do. Trust is a process.’ Be 
patient. Increase your value by help- 
ing where you can and continue learn- 
ing. Increase your value! It’s often not 
about pressing the PTT button and 
seldom about your on-the-air-voice. 
It’s about working within the system 
and working WITH others. It takes 
time. Enjoy the journey and take 
heart that you’re more valuable than 
you know! , 

Thank you very much for being a part 
of my part of WorldRadio over the past 
19 years. Each reader who has picked 
up a printed copy and taken the time to 
write has made this worthwhile. 

Until next month, best wishes from 
Salt Lake City. May God bless you in 
your endeavors and bless you as you 
serve others. 

— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 
reached by sending mail to: P.O. Box 
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147; or by 
sending e-mail to: ;jw@desnews.com © 
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a) FM, VHF, & RE 
idaho Club Donates Repeaters 


which to begin 2009 and this has to 

be it. It’s a story of true Ham Radio 
generosity and support for those in their 
community. 

According to a news report on KTVB 
television news, two new repeaters 
dedicated to rescue service are now 
up and running in Idaho’s Wood River 
Valley and Sawtooth National Forest. 
This, thanks to the dedication of mem- 
bers of the Wood River Amateur Radio 
Club that spent $15,000 installing two 
radio systems. 

The recently installed radio relay 
units are located on Mount Baldy and 
Galena Summit. The news report says 
that they are filling the gap in emergency 
response that was desperately lacking in 
the Sawtooth National Forest, which is 
a dead zone for cellular telephone ser- 
vice. The report also noted that prior to 
the installation of the repeaters direct 
point-to-point radio communication 
was frequently impossible. 

Nice work Wood River Amateur 
Radio Club! You deserve a collective 


| Bes looking for a positive note with 


pat on the back from all in the Ham ' 


Radio community for doing this. 


NASA Scientists call 
2008 the Bilankest 
Sunspot Year of the 
Space Age 

I hate to be the bearer of bad tidings 
so early in the year, but regardless if 
you operate above or below the 50 MHz 
HF to VHF dividing line, the wait for 
better DX conditions continues. And if 
you believe what many solar researchers 
are saying, it could be a longer wait than 
originally projected. 

Astronomers who count sunspots 
have announced that 2008 is now the 
“blankest year” of the Space Age. 
NASA Science News says that as of 27 
September, the sun had no visible sun- 
spots on 200 days of this year. To find 
a year with more blank suns, you have 
to go back to 1954. That is three years 
before the launch of Sputnik. It was also 
the year that the sun’s disk was devoid 
of sunspots 241 days. 
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And right now the prognosis for 
increased solar activity seems dim. 
David Hathaway is a Solar Physicist at 
the NASA Marshall Space Flight Center. 


He says that sunspot counts are at a. 


50-year low and that we are experiencing 
a deep minimum of the solar cycle. You 
can read more at hittp://science.nasa. 
gov/headlines/y2008/30sep_blankyear. 
htm?list6529 (NASA ) 


D-Star Comes ~— 
to the Azores 

D-Star has come to one of the remot- 
est points on the globe; the first D-Star 
repeater in the Azores Islands is on 
the air. 

Operating as CQODAH-B, this D-Star 
repeater is located on Santa Barbara 
Mountain on Terceira Island. It operates 
on UHF Channel R U 576. This translates 
into a transmit frequency of 438.450 MHz 
and receive frequency of 430.850 MHz. 
CQ@DAH-B is transmitting 25 watts out 
to an unspecified antenna. 


' The adoption of D-Star in a remote 


outpost like the Azores is very sig- 
nificant since Ham gear is not easy to 
come by in that part of the world. What 
it also seems to mean is that the D-Star 
digital system is quickly becoming the 
world standard. Some years down the 
road it will eventually replace analog 
FM for Ham Radio utility repeater 
communications, even though it is only 


/ supported by Icom with most other 


manufacturers having turned their 
backs to it or trying to push alternatives 
systems, alternatives that the world’s 
Ham Radio community is showing 
little interest in adopting. 


Ham Radio News 
Delivery and APRS 

Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, reports that 
he has created a new APRS information 
website that provides a look at who is 
transmitting Ham Radio newscasts. 

The new web page is designed to 
help those Newsline, RAIN and ARRL 
audio volunteers to get their APRS 
objects on the air. The concept requires 
the cooperation and support of listeners 


www.cq-amateur-radio.com 


to these reports. 

According to Bob, while a report 
is on the air, an APRS operator in 
that area should be putting out on an 
approved APRS frequency as a live 
object at the time of the event. That. 


‘object would show up on the front 


panel of every APRS mobile displaying 
the frequency to listen to, the direction 
and distance to the repeater and the 
topic being transmitted. 

Bob’s new APRS news and fornia 
tion web page includes Amateur Radio 
Newsline, the Rain Report and the ARRL 
Audio News. You can find it on line at 


_www.aprs.org/On-Air-Beacons.html. 


The Road to an All- 
Digital Ham Radio — 
Part 2 


In my last column I alluded to my 
belief that Ham Radio eventually 
going all-digital is a foregone con- 
clusion. Some of you have taken the 
time to ask me why. There are several 
reasons but in top of the list is our 
own government. 

We have a government that believes 
that “analog” means “old, outdated and 
useless” while “digital” equates to “new 
and better” — when — in many cases — 
— “digital” is not “better.” Nonetheless, 
the government is running the game. 
The government can mandate an end to 
all analog forms of communications or 
at least a ban on the import, manufac- 
ture and/or sale of any form of analog 
communications device for use in the 
United States and its possessions. 

Based on the way the government 
seems to act, I can easily foresee that 
this eventual ban will even include “rec- 


‘ reational communications” along with 


FRS, GMRS, CB, etc. — and even us! 
To which I'll add that I hope I live long 
enough to see the reaction when the 
FCC sets a date for all analog to leave 
the 11 Meter band to be replaced by a 
new, digital CB radio service. Should 
be real interesting. 

To those of you who think this naught 
but a pipe dream, I take you back to the 


early days of radio when operators were 


very content with “spark” transmission 


—_ 
2 


only to have the government mandate 
a change to continuous wave transmis- 
sions in its stead. Only a small number 
of Hams wanted that change, but they 
were given the choice of making the 
change or going away. It was an edict 
that in today’s society economists call 
an “unfunded government mandate.” I 


_ suspect that an eventual order to convert 
_all personal radio communications to 


digital will — at some future date — be 
the same. 

-As to the ARRL fostering digital? I 
sure hope that it is. 


All emotion aside, if I were on the - 


ARRL BoD and knew that if “we the 
ARRL’” did not take the lead in this 
issue that we would wind up with a 
digital Ham Radio service mandated by 


FCC standards — I would be pushing 


something compatible with Ham Radio. 
And I would be doing so with all of the 
political acumen that I could muster! 
If I fault the ARRL (and the rest of 
the world’s Ham Radio political lead- 
ership), it has to be for not being more 
up front and simply telling the world 


of Amateur Radio that digital Ham 


Radio is the future. The ARRL should 
also be saying that now — this very 
moment — is the time that we must 
adopt specific standards and protocols 
so that we will all be able to continue 
to talk with one another in our digital 


future. In this scribe’s view, this is the 


time for these matters to be addressed. 
Waiting for it all to happen by itself 
is an invitation to a future of a Ham 
Radio digital standards war not unlike 


the repeater turf and bandplan wars of 


the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. 


I believe it is an incontrovertible fact 


that the future of all telecommunica- 


tions — commercial, broadcast, emer- 


gency communications and even hobby 
level will be in the digital domain. I also 
believe that eventually we too will be 
given a “drop dead date” after which 
analog or at least the manufacture and 
sale of analog Ham Radio communica- 
tions gear will be prohibited. If digital 
standards for Ham Radio are not cast 
in concrete today, we will have digital 
chaos tomorrow. Remember what they 
say about standards: “The nice thing 
about standards is that everyone has 
their own.” 

All this said, aside from printed mes- 
saging for emergency communications, 
I really do not see much of an advantage 


sunspots. 


to the “hobby” of Ham Radio going 
digital. But we live in a time of buzz- 
words and “digital” seems to have the 
government stamp of approval. 


Brooklyn Ramblings: An 
afternoon at the theater 


Sharon and I have just returned from 
an amazing live theater revival of 
Kander and Ebb’s musical “The Kiss 
of the Spider Woman” at a small Los 
Angeles theater called the Bootleg. It 
was great to get a few moments to chat 
with Terra C. MacLeod, who was play- 
ing the dual lead role of “Aurora” and 
“Spider Woman.” Not only is she a true 
tour de force on stage, she is also one 
of the nicest. people we have gotten to 
know over the years through our per- 
sonal love of live entertainment. 

Obviously, I am rather addicted to 
live musical theater. Thankfully, I am 
married to the wonderful Sharon who 
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enjoys it as I do. Theater became a 
part of my life when I was a junior at 
Lafayette High School in Brooklyn, 
New York, circa 1957. When I was a 
kid, live theater was the last thing on 
my mind. Back then, a double feature at 
the Marboro movie house was 25 cents 
and could fill your Saturday afternoon 
with far more entertainment than most 
pre-teen and teenage psyche of the era 
could handle. And in my mind I kind 
of quizzed if there could be anything 
better. In Miss Sandler's English class, I 
soon found out that there was — specifi- 
cally, during a field trip to the old Win- 
tergarden Theater to see a new musical 
drama called “West Side Story,” the first 
live theater I and most in that class had 
ever seen. 

It was like walking into a completely 
new world! The Wintergarden was a 
castle among the stone and mortar of 
Manhattan island. It was large, ornate 
and almost mystical. And there stood 
some 30 of our English class, all dressed 
up in our Sunday best, ready to see 
something wonderful unfurl before our 
collective teenage eyes. 

Unfurl it did. From that first trumpet 
note of Leonard Bernstein’s score to 
the final curtain call, I was enthralled. 
Instead of that tiny picture on the 
10-inch RCA TV set in our living room 
and its tinny sound from a four-inch 
loudspeaker, this was real, only a few 
feet from my eyes and ears. Enthralled, 
I knew that the world of live stage 
would be my entertainment choice for 


life. It has been more than’50 years 


since that first theater.encounter and 
yet it stays with me. Be it on Broadway 
in New York or the 99-seat Bootleg, 
walking into a theater where actors 
will be performing is still the kind of 
magic that makes me as a human being 
come alive. 

PS: Terra will be on the road with 
the latest national tour of “Chicago” 
playing “Velma” all across the country. 
Details are on-line at http://chicagothe- 
musical.com/ustour.php. lf you happen 
to like live musical theater, this is one 
that I highly recommend. 

— Bill Pasternak, WAGITF, receives 
mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, 
CA 91350. His 24-hour/day voice and 
fax line is 805/296-7180. He can also 
be reached by e-mail to billwa6itf@ 
juno.com or agai ie aes 8 
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PROMOTION AND RECRUITMENT 


Promotion is a Team Sport 


ffective publicity efforts to spread 
| es word about Amateur Radio 

usually require teamwork. Public 
demonstrations such as Field Day can’t 
be done without the active participation 
of many individuals. 

This is why radio clubs are so impor- 
tant in our efforts to communicate the 
great things about Ham Radio. Yes, 
individuals certainly can do it alone with 
the use of a promotional video such as. 
“Amateur Radio: Wireless Window to 
the World” (info at www.neoham.org), 
but it’s a bit more difficult. 

As the saying goes, “In unity there 
is strength.” So the spotlight turns to 
radio clubs as the logical source of group 
activity. After all, active clubs are suc- 
cessful clubs. 

Action plans usually start with a com- 
mitment. Does your club include promo- 
tion and recruitment of new members in 
its yearly plans? It should. The future 
of Amateur Radio and your own club 
depends upon it. 

Start with one or two simple objectives. 
For example, expand your Field Day 
publicity efforts or seek a public speaking 
invitation. Then, the work begins. 

Who among your members will volun- 
teer to turn your plans into reality? Your 
club officers may have to lead the cam- 
paign by becoming active role models. 
The number of volunteers may be less 
important than the fact that your club is 
focused on doing something. Motivate 
your volunteers by recognizing their 
efforts during meetings and mentioning 
them in your newsletter. 
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Your Promotional 
Tool Kit 


Promoting Amateur Radio and your 
club is easier when the necessary public- 
ity tools are available. Having a video, 
displays, slides, audio or video clips and 
handouts will make things easier for 
your club’s presenters. Spreading the 
speaking or demonstrations among a few 


‘members also lightens the load. 


There are several things that every 
club should have in its tool kit. First and 
foremost is information about Amateur 
Radio. There are several sources of 
printed materials available from ARRL 
and radio magazines such as WorldRa- 
dio that will cover the basics. 

Your club also should have a descrip- 
tion of itself, including the club’s main 
objectives, typical activities, meeting 
information, training details, anda list 
of contacts. This information should 
be available on your club website if you 
have one. . 

The Huntsville (AL) Amateur Radio 
Club produced a handy folder describing 
itself that it distributes to new licensees. 
The contents include a welcome to new 
hams, information on the club, details on 
club meetings, the club station, new ham 
orientation nights, how to join, and a list 
of various Internet resources. 

Included is this message: “Congratu- 
lations on receiving your license. As a 
newcomer, you will no doubt have ques- 
tions. Let the Amateur Radio organiza- 


Ron Douglass f 
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tions in the area help you.” 

Another important handout is a direc- 
tory of your club Elmers who agree to 
be the club’s public contacts. The Ham 
Radio Promotion Project has a list of 
“helping Hams,” arranged by city and 
including e-mail and telephone numbers 
for each. A printed version of this “Elmer 
Corps” is distributed at public demon- 
strations and is included on the project 
website www.neoham.org. 


Make a 
promotional display 


Displays that present an interesting, 


visual overview of Amateur Radio 
and its diverse activities are a big help 
in conducting public demonstrations. 


Photos of club activities and members — 


enjoying various aspects of our hobby 
will communicate who we are quickly 
and easily. 

It’s easy to create your own display 
by using one of the simple, lightweight, 
modestly priced tabletop units avail- 
able at most office supply stores. 
Computer-generated captions for the 
photos are easy to make, and large- 
letter headers can be created with 
vinyl, self-stick letters also found at 
office suppliers. 

The three-panel portable display 
developed by the Ham Radio Promo- 
tion Project measures 48 inches wide 


‘by 36 inches high overall. It features 


a large middle section header on top 
with the words: “Amateur Radio: Wire- 
less Window to the World. Fun Hobby. 
Public Service.” 

The middle panel includes a defini- 
tion of Ham Radio, a display of colorful 
QSLs, radio magazines, and some Ham 
gear photo cutouts. 

The side panels of our display include 
photos showing a typical Ham station, 
kit building, digital modes, emergency 
communications, mobile operation, and 
people of various national origins, ages 
and gender. 


Usually there is room on the table | 


top in front of the display to arrange 
a few Ham Radio books, a license 
manual, radio club newsletters and 
other printed matter. 
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Finding an audience 


Once your club has prepared its tools 
of the promotional trade and identified a 
few members who agree to be spokesper-. 
sons, it’s time to locate an audience. It’s 
far easier to find an existing group such 
as a scout troop or civic organization 
such as Rotary or Kiwanis than having 
to build your own audience. Many asso- 
ciations feature regular programs with 
guest speakers, so they may be happy to 
hear from you. You also can piggyback 
onto a regular event such as Field Day, 
fairs, festivals, hobby shows etc. 

If you decide to put on your own 
public demonstration and introduction 
to Amateur Radio, then your club must 
publicize it and build an audience. One 
of the easiest ways to do this is to work 
with a library, civic or senior center 
that has its own regular newsletter that 
can carry the announcement for you. 
Otherwise, your club has to spread the 
word via news releases, letters to target 
groups, personal invitations and fliers. 

Having a specific target audience such 
as students or seniors allows your club 
to tailor its presentation accordingly. 
Seniors will have a better understanding 
of radio and its traditional role, while 
young people will be more oriented 
to today’s digital technology such as 
computers and cell phones. Ham Radio 
may appeal to different groups in dif- 
ferent ways, so the approach should 
reflect this. 


The Power of 
Demonstration 


Demonstrating Amateur Radio is a 
very effective technique that can interest 
a variety of audiences. A simple VHF 
repeater contact can be done using an 
HT, with a cooperating Ham standing 
by to respond to a call. Check out the 
demonstration site beforehand to be sure 
that a solid radio path is available. 

A “live” contact with a DX station is 
always impressive. IRLP, Echolink and 
similar modes can be used, along with 

_HF contacts from an operating Ham 
station. Sometimes conditions aren’t 
favorable, so check out the situation in 
advance, and perhaps have a backup plan 
just in case. Local events such as fairs 
and festivals may provide an opportu- 
nity to set up an HF station for some 
on-the-spot demonstrations similar to 
Field Day. 

One technique we’ve used is to record 


Radio can be used as a stand-alone exhibit or part of a public presentation. 


Photo courtesy of KA8YHZ. 


a few typical QSOs and play them back 
during the demonstration. Do get the 
approval of the Hams involved. Select 
the most interesting contacts to play for 
your audience. 

We'd like to hear from your club about 
its experiences in addressing different 
audiences. Tell us who you’ve talked to 
and what techniques work the best. The 
right approach to the right audience can 
make a big difference. 

— “Dee” Logan, WIHEO, is a veteran 
Ham and public relations writer who 
heads the Ham Radio Promotion Proj- 
ect. Contact him at delogan@ameritech. 
net 
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Earn Wallpaper on Your Way to 
USA-CA: State by State 


ow many different ways can you 
He« acounty? Let me count the 

ways. Using all ten fingers and 
ten toes I’m still counting. While Jeeves 
tries to find me an abacus, let’s take a look 
at the many ways to work counties. 

The basic award is the USA-CA award 
sponsored by CQ Magazine (http://www. 
cq-amateur-radio.com/). You might even 
say that it is the gold standard of County 
Hunting. We also have dozens of awards 
sponsored by the Mobile Amateur Radio 
Awards Club (MARAC http://marac. 
org). MARAC has its own Worked 
All Counties Award as well Bingo, YL, 
Mobile to Mobile and many others. 

Over the years County Hunters have 
been very inventive in creating new 
ways of working counties. Individuals 
have sponsored their own awards to 
encourage activity, mostly on the 20 
Meter Mobile County Hunters Net on 
14.336. Before I get chastised, the net 
has also been known as the 20 Meter 
Mobile Emergency and County Hunters 
Net. During the time when I was very 
active as an 18-wheel Mobile, I person- 
ally sponsored the Golden West Award 
and issued dozens of certificates. 

Along with MARAC, CQ Magazine 
and individual awards there are a large 
number of states that offer their own 
Worked All State County Awards. Coun- 
tyDot Com (http://countyhunter.com) 
and KIBV (http://www.dxawards.com/ 
UScountyawds.htm) attempt to maintain 
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a comprehensive list of these awards. 
The states included in this listing include 
Alabama, Arizona,’ ‘Arkansas, Califor- 
nia, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mich- 
igan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Montana, New England, New.Hamp- 
shire, New Jersey, New York, North Car- 
olina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Vermont, 
Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

Let’s look at a few examples to give 
us an idea of how these awards work. 
You will notice in the list an award for 
New England. 


Worked All New England Award 
(WANE) ; 

Contact 50 of the 67 counties in the 
six New England states. (CT, MA, ME, 
NH, RI, VT). Contacts with mobiles 
or through repeaters are not valid. 
U.S. contacts should be made from the 
same USA County; outside USA from 
the same country. All six states must 
be included. Endorsement stickers for 
62 and all 67 counties. All bands and 
modes. No fee, but if cards are sent, 
include return postage. GCR list and 
one of your own QSL cards to: WANE 
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Manager, Stella Lapanne KCIMX, 460 
Sherburne Road, Portsmouth, NH 03801. 
(Or to: Port City ARC, P.O. Box 1587, 
Portsmouth, NH 03801) 

As you see the rules for this award 
are pretty straightforward. Utah offers 
a series of awards that are a bit more 
complicated and quite interesting, as we 
will see from their description. 


Worked Utah Awards Series © 

General Requirements: All bands may 
be used, including WARC, VHF, and sat- — 
ellite. Contacts may be made with fixed, 
portable or mobile stations as long as the 
Utah stations are within boundaries of 
the counties, cities or county seats. — 

SWL OK. Endorsements for single 
band or mode are available. Contacts 
may be verified in one of three ways: 
Send the QSL cards for verification 
along with sufficient postage to return 
them, make photocopies of each card 
and submit with the application, or 
use GCR rule with verification by two 
licensed amateurs of General Class or 
higher or by the officer of a local radio 
club or society. Submit application and 
fee of $US4 or 4 IRCs to Ray A. Friess 
WATITZ, 1801 Jennifer Way, — Lake 
City, Utah 84116. 

E-mail: rayfrijr@msn.com (Chg 
6/2007) 


Worked Utah Counties Award — 
Work 15, 20, 25 or all of Utah's 29 


; counties. A new certificate will be issued 


for each subsequent level you earn. 


Worked Utah’s 15 Largest Cities 
Award 

Work and confirm eight or all 15 of 
the 15 largest cities in the state. Seven of 
them are within the boundaries of Salt 
Lake County, so be sure that the confir- 
mations specifically name the city. The 
cities within Salt Lake County border on 
each other, and some stations may use 
a general QTH of Salt Lake City when 
they are in one of the other cities because 
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Salt Lake City is generally recognized 
around the world. 
The cities are: 

Salt Lake City 
West Valley City 
Provo 
Sandy 
Orem 
Ogden 
West Jordan 
Layton 
Taylorsville 

10. St. George 

ji. Logan 
12. Bountiful 

13. Murray 

14. Roy 

15. South Jordan 


OC. PN 


Worked Utah’s County Seats 
Award 
There are 29 counties in Utah, and each 
has a county seat which contains county 
administration and law facilities. The 
award is available in the same categories 
as the Worked Utah Counties Award 
~— 15, 20, 25, and all 29. QSLs should 
specifically identify the actual town. 
The county seats are: (First name is 
‘county, second name is county seat). 
_ Beaver (Beaver) 
Box Elder (Brigham City) 
Cache (Logan) 
Carbon (Price) 
Daggett (Manila) 
Davis (Farmington) 
Duchesne (Duchesne) 
Emery (Castle Dale) 
Garfield (Panguitch) 
~ Grand (Moab) 
_ Iron (Parowan) 
Juab (Nephi) 
_ Kane (Kanab) 
Millard (Fillmore) 
Morgan ( Morgan) 
Piute ( Junction) 
Rich (Randolph) 
Salt Lake (Salt Lake City) 
San Juan (Monticello) 
Sanpete (Manti) 
Sevier ( Richfield) 
Summit (Coalville) 
Tooele (Tooele) 
Uinta (Vernal) 
Utah (Provo) 
Wasatch (Heber) 
Washington (St. George) 
Weber (Ogden) 


Wayne (Loa) 


The Worked Utah Century Club 
Award. 

Contact Utah stations per the require- 
ments listed below. All modes and 
bands permissible. 

Bronze: Work and confirm a mini- 
mum of 100 stations in Utah. These 
can be Utah residents, mobiles passing 
through, or portable stations temporar- 
ily in Utah. 

Silver: Work and confirm a minimum 


- of 100 stations whose permanent QTH is 


Utah. One contact'required from each 
of the 29 Utah counties. 

Gold: Work and confirm a minimum 
of 100 stations whose permanent QTH 
is Utah. One contact required from each 
Utah county seat. 

Those who qualify will receive both 
the Century Club Award and the County 
Seat and All County Awards as well (or 
all three). A certificate or plaque will 
be available. 

As you can see, Utah has made it both 
interesting and challenging to qualify for 
their State Awards. 

As we have discussed in previous col- 
umns there are so many different ways to 
work counties — on the County Hunters’ 
net on 14.336, State QSO Parties, SSB, 
CW, Sweepstakes and other contests. 
Now you have some other ways to col- 
lect wallpaper. 

Why do we participate in such insan- 
ity? Because it is fun and challenging, 
we meet new people and most important 
we make new friends. I will confess 
that I am a solitary person who likes 
keeping to hisself but over the last 20 
years of being an active County Hunter 
I have made countless friends that I will 
never forget. 

These are difficult times for all of us. 
A new U.S. President will be sworn in. 
The financial world is in turmoil and 
we continue to fight unpopular wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Let’s all take a 
moment each day to pray for our soldiers, 
our country and our new president. And 
let’s keep enjoying the hobby that brings 
us so much joy: Amateur Radio and 
especially County Hunting. 

— Dennis Hall, KK7X, may be con- 
tacted via snail mail at: 4518 W. Haney 
Rd., Rathdrum, ID 83858 or e-mail 
dennis@kk7x.us ® 
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ALARAmeet 2008 © 


Cheryl Muhr, NOWBV 


Ls from all over the world came 

to catch up and have some fun 

in Ulverstone, Tasmania when 
the Australian Ladies’ Amateur Radio 
Association (ALARA) held their 9th 
ALARAmeet 2008 in Tasmania. An 
island off the coast of the Australian 
mainland, Tasmania, VK7, is also a 
state in Australia. 

12 September, some Ladies came 
early for the Friday evening dinner 
to catch up with long-lost friends 
and have an eyeball QSO with some 
new ones. With ALARA founded in 
1975, this meet was special being the 
33rd anniversary of the organization 
with 33 having special meaning for 
YLs. The term 33 is used only YL 
to YL and means love and friendship 
from one woman to another. It is 
used in the same manner as 73 and 
is never plural. 

Susan Brain, VK7LUV, organized the 
2008 event. She was also a wonderful 
asset in helping me make arrangements 
overseas. With her OM, Alan, VK7JAB, 
and two daughters Natali and Kirralee 
helping, Susan made the event special. 
Thanks to all the VK7 ladies for hosting 
and everyone who helped! 

Attendees came from Australia, of 
course, but there were also quite a few 
members from New Zealand and even 
one from the US. (Never invite the 
author for an Amateur Radio event as 
she is very likely to attend with OM 
and in-Laws included. HI HI) And 
not just ALARA was represented, but 
many organizations were represented 


We had radios everywhere we went. 


Susan Brain, UV. 


including BY_LARA, CLARA, WARO, 
YLRL, SYLARA and associate mem- 
bers of JLRS. All these groups have 
one thing in common...they are all YL 
Amateur Radio groups from around | 
the world. 

Saturday, 13 September led the way 
for registration, more eyeball QSOs 
and the pictures of the various mem- 
bers by call area and organizations 
they belong to around the world. There 
was even a picture of all the OMs who 
came and who support the YLs in 
Amateur Radio. 

Saturday morning also included 
the official opening, presentations 
and Morning Tea before heading off 
to tour the Axeman’s Hall of Fame 
& Timberworks. After the tour we 
all headed back on our buses for a 
great dinner. 

Sunday included more tours and 
even the on-and-off rain of the Tas- 
manian spring didn’t dampen spirits. 
I do believe we were fed at every 
stop and I for one really enjoyed it! 
After the Trowunna Wildlife Park 
and viewing the murals at Sheffield, 
it was back to Ulverstone for more 
ALARAmeet events. 


Even though the afternoon brought 


the official close of the 9th ALARAmeet 
and its 33rd club anniversary, everyone 
still enjoyed a great dinner together and 
several members had plans to prolong 
their visit with an optional Monday 
tour. Before the meet’s close many 
special items were exchanged during 
the special effort drawing and we got 
to guess which pet’s picture belonged 
to which YL. I was thrilled to get a 
chance to put a face to so many of the 
names I had only read before. The next 
ALARAmeet is to be held in 2011 and 
I am already eager to attend. 

I am thankful to be sponsored in 
ALARA as well as many of the YL 
clubs around the world. To which of 
these international clubs do you belong? 
Which have you heard of before? Do 
you need to know more about them? 
Let me know for future columns. If 
you are an officer of one of these orga- 
nizations, please send me information 
to spread the word on what YOUR YL 
group is doing. ~ 


\ 


President of ALARA. 
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www.cq-amateur-radio.com 


Everyone attending the ALARAmeet. 


What Are YLs Doing? 


Don’t forget to listen for a number of 
YLs operating from VP8 January 18th 
to around the 30th, arriving a day before 
and leaving a day after. They will be on 
a multitude of bands and modes, so be 
on the lookout for them. This would be 
a great time to add a YL country if you 
are working on YL-DXCC. 


The “small” gathering before the 
official opening. 


_ Even though the band conditions 
haven’t always been optimal, don’t 
forget the unofficial YL net every 
Thursday night. Since the Daylight 
Savings switch, the time is 2:00 UTC 
instead of 1:00 so we keep to the same 
time in each U.S. time zone as before. 
The only difference is that the net is 
(as of the column’s writing) only being 
done on 40 Meters as 20 Meters has 
been nearly impossible to use for this 
net during September and October. 


The 33 cake. 


Ladies, look for other YLs at 7.245 
and if there is already a QSO, just be 
patient as they usually are through 
before another clear frequency has 
been found. 

Hope to see you on the bands soon! 

— E-mail me at nOwbv@earthlink. 
net or write to me at P.O. Box 342, 
Littleton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! 
Cheryl, NOWBV. ay) 


A Tasmanian Devil. 
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Let's 


; : ‘ot are so many obvious benefits 
of making a Ham Radio program 
part of a school’s curriculum 
package, that we often fail to recognize 
the opportunity of skill building in areas 
of children’s development that aren’t so 
obvious at first. 

If you are a teacher who is making 
a pitch to a principal to include a Ham 
Radio program, you will of course talk 
about teaching geography, social stud- 
ies, language arts, current events, and 
science and math. Please be sure to point 
out the “hidden” skills of creativity, ana- 
lytical thinking and deductive reasoning 
that are an integral part of your Ham 
Radio lessons. 

I taught 6th, 7th, and 8th graders, and 
it was always wonderfully amazing to 
me how each class reacted so differently 
and so creatively when given a chance, 
through a high motivation lesson or unit. 
I'll share my lessons with you about 
inventors and inventions as I did with 
the social studies teachers in my school. 
Adding enrichment activities to social 
studies and science teachers’ lessons will 
gain you support from those teachers in 
your school. 

When introducing the unit on inven- 
tions, I tell the class to imagine a world 
without many of the things we take for 
granted, like batteries, compasses, or 
wheels. How did these and other things 
get invented? 

Most inventions get started by ordi- 
nary people who get annoyed with a 
practical problem. When they become 
irritated enough they may get inspired 
to solve the problem with an invention. 
Other inventions are the by-products of 
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Carole Perry, WB2MGP 


scientific investigation. For example, 
Alessandro Volta didn’t imagine a bat- 
tery and then set out to invent it. His 
friend Luigi Galvani had discovered 
that the legs of a dead frog would twitch 
when touched by metals. Volta was 
troubled by Galvani’s explanation — that 
animals contained electricity even when 
dead — and he set out to find what really 
caused the twitching. The end result was 
the wet-cell battery. 

Other inventors are people who are 
motivated to make the world a better 
place. They experiment and try all dif- 
ferent ways of accomplishing things. 
Michael Faraday was convinced that 
magnetism could create electricity. He 
experimented for years with different 
arrangements of magnets and copper 


wire before he found one that produced — 


electrical current. Inventors must be 
determined people who don’t give up 
easily or get discouraged. 

Then inventors must give their inven- 
tions to the world. Perhaps the invention 
only solved that person’s problem. But 
maybe other people in the world will 
like it and use it. 

There are several ways to approach 
the problem solving part of different 
inventors’ lives. You can have the chil- 
dren study the biographies of the people 
you ll want to be talking about. Let them 
realize that you don’t have to be a genius 


See Om eae eB 


Reinvent The Wheel 


sitting in a lab wearing a lab coat to have 
creative ideas in science. 

Study the works of Joseph Henry, 
Marconi, Samuel Morse, Alfred Vail and 
Rene and Claude Chappe amongst others 
relevant to the study of radio. Discuss 
some of the more interesting experiments 
that led to discoveries of how things work 
and eventually to inventions. 

For example: In 1746, a French abbot 
named Jean-Antoine Nollet arranged _ 
for about 200 monks to stand ina 
long row, each one 25 feet away from 
the next. Each monk held the end of 
a 25-foot piece of iron wire in either 
hand, so that all of them were connected 
by wire to each other. Suddenly the 


abbot touched the first monk in the row 


with a strong static electricity spark. 
The entire mile-long row of white-robed 
monks leaped in the air simultaneously. 
Your next few lessons demonstrating 
this principle with the class will be 
highly motivational. Just keep adding 
students to the line-up and have them 
predict how many can stand in line 
before the electricity stops. Be sure to 
get permission to do this experiment 
from your supervisor. In some schools, 
you will need to get parental consent 
as well. (a good idea). In fact, in my 
school, one year we did the “line-up” 
with teachers. It’s a lot easier that way; 
and the classes really enjoy seeing their 
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The 


s lined up to get “shocked.” It’s fun for the class to guess’ 


children can get in line and still “get shocked.” 


teachers get “shocked.” 

In 1791 the Chappe brothers created 
an “optical telegraph.” They placed a 
large, pivoting wooden panel on top of 
a castle in France. One side of the panel 
was painted white and the other black. 
By using a code book and flipping the 
panel from one side to the other in a pat- 
tern, Rene Chappe composed and sent a 
message. Claude Chappe was in a house 


10 miles away, using a telescope to view - 


the panel and another copy of the code 
book to translate the series of flashes of 
black and white. A message had traveled 
10 miles in four minutes, 15 times the 
speed of a horse. 

Samuel Morse started working on 
the electric telegraph in 1832, with 
no knowledge of electricity. Though 
Morse thought that electrical pulses 


could replace the visual signs of 


the optical telegraph, he didn’t have 
the electrical expertise to fulfill his 
vision. He relied heavily on the work 
and advice of scientists like Joseph 
Henry to make a practical system 
for conveying electrical current over 
long distances. He also relied on the 
mechanical expertise of his partner, 
Alfred Vail, to design and construct the 
sending and receiving devices. 

Morse did invent a unique and effi- 
cient telegraph code. Shorter and longer 
electrical pulses created a series of dots 


and dashes, which corresponded to 
the letters of the alphabet. Morse was 
an American artist who had a curious 
mind that was drawn towards solving 
technological puzzles. 

The depth and detail that you go 
into about the lives of these inventors, 
depends a lot on the age and grade of 
your students. Be sure to stress how ini- 
tial failures or lack of support does not 
deter a really determined inventor. 


A “creative” science project for 


your students, as suggested in Ruth 
Kassinger’s book, “Reinvent The Wheel” 
would be to reinvent the Chappe broth- 
ers optical telegraph and create a code 
book for 26 letters and ten numbers. The 
Chappe brothers invention looked like a 
person with his arms outstretched. The 
arms of their telegraph could pivot at the 
shoulder and could bend up and down 
at the elbow. Have the students make 
two telegraphs, and “talk” silently with 
a friend. 

Suggested Materials: modeling clay, 
corrugated cardboard, scissors, nail, 
and brass brad paper fasteners (the kind 
with a head and two legs that can be 
bent). Place the materials in the center 
of a large table; sit back and watch what 
inspired youngsters can do. 

— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 
be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 
ix.netcom.com. ® 


Turn your excess Ham 
Radios and related items 
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Donate your radio or related 
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ARIZONA 


Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 
rptr.PL162.2 4/09 


Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. 
Meets 7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ 
SAV Building. Nets weekly on 2M, & 20M in 
the summer. Come join us for breakfast ev- 
ery Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact Gene W@KAD, 
214 N. Crocodile Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 
85614 or 520/207-4706 or theschou@cox, 
net. 12/09 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. 
Box 42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd 
Wed./monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. Ctr., 
Grant & Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: 
Ron, N7SPW, 520/207-3852. 4/09 


CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC, P.O. Box 1094, 
Pine Grove, CA 95665. Usually meets 1st 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 
229 NY Ranch Rad., Jackson, CA 95642. Al- 
ternate days or locations will be announced 
by the board. Info. 146.835 10/09 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
13834, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech 
Pkwy, Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 
7:30 p.m. on 146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.qsl. 
net/arca. Testing every 2nd Sat., of even 
months, info: 530/244-6456. 4/09 


Catalina Amateur Rptr. Assn., P.O. Box 
425, Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd 
Sat. (even months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown 
Buffet, corner of Knott & Lincoln Ave., 
Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: AA6DP 147.09(+), 
224.42(-) PL 110.9 on Catalina Island; www. 
cara.nu 12/09 


Contra Costa Communications Club, 
Inc., WD6EZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El So- 
brante, CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly (except May & Dec.), 8:00 a.m., 
Denny’s, El Cerrito, CA. 145.110, 224.300, 
444.275w/ PL 82.5 Info: Victoria Thompson, 
KE6FSU, 510/724-4966. 9/09 


Downey ARC, Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the=First 
Baptist Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, 
CA 90240. Info. k6tv@arrl.net. Nets: Tues. 
7 p.m., 445.640(-) pl 156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex, www.downe- 
yarc.org 9/09 


East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 
Appian Wy, El Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233- 
7509, w6cus1 @juno.com. 7/09 


El Dorado County ARC meets 4th 
Thur./monthly, 7:15 p.m. at the Federated 
Church, Thompson Way, Placerville, CA. 
Net 8 p.m. Tues. 147.825- PL 82.5 Hz. P.O. 
Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667; http://www. 
edcarc.net 1/09 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7 p.m. Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, Ce- 
dar and Shields in Fresno. Net Sunday 
7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R 146.94(-) pl 141.3 
HZ. Tech net Wed 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R; 
www.w6to.com; w6to@arrl.net or call Ken, 
559/323-6753. 2/09 


Golden Empire Amateur Radio Society, 
W6RHC, meets 3rd Fri/monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
(rag-chew 6:30 p.m.), Search & Rescue 
Building, 2591 Morrow Lane (East end), 
Chico, CA. Visitors welcome. Net Tue, 
2000 hrs, 146.850 pl 110.9; KERSC@ 
randallstone.net 10/09 


Golden Triangle ARC., PO. Box 1335, 
Wildomar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Rancho Cal. Board- 
room, 42185 Winchester Rd., Temecula, 
CA. Rptr: 146.805 (-) PL 100. Info: Alan 
Cook, KG6TGF, 951/699-1556. E-mail: 
groupone@verizon.net, web: www.gtarc. 
net 2/09 
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Independent Radio Club, WA6IRC 
meets 7 p.m., last Friday of the month, 
Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys 
Blvd., Van Nuys, CA. We are a family- 
oriented radio club whose members are 
interested in all aspects of Amateur Radio. 
Check out our weekly nets Tues. 6 p.m. 
& Thur. 8 p.m. on 445.340 (-)PL 103.5 
& 224.480 (-)PL 110.9. More info, www. 
ircradio.org or 3624 Foothill Blvd., #1, La 
Crescenta, CA 91214. 12/09 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, 
Ontario, CA 91762. meets first Sat. monthly 


‘inthe conference room at the Pomona First 


Federal Bank, 333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, 
CA 91761. Contact Chuck Sweeten AI6l, 
909/623-2933; ai6i@ca.rr.com for informa- 
tion. Talk-in 145.460 PL 77.0 4/09 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 
10725 Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 
7 p.m. 147.285, www.ncarc.org. For info. 
e-mail president@ncarc.org 12/09 


North Hills Radio Club meets 3rd Tue 


“monthly, 7:30 p.m., North County Corpora- 


tion Yard, Elkhorn Blvd & Don Julio Blvd. in 
Sacramento. Field Day, annual picnic, code 
classes, antenna builds & more! Contact 
Maynard Wright, W6PAP; P.O. Box 417370, 
Sacramento, CA 95841-7370; 916/726- 
1673; k6is@arrl.net; www.k6is.org. 


Oakland Radio Communication As- 
sociation (ORCA) meets first Sat/monthly 
(no meeting July - weekend after Labor 
Day Sept.); Oakland Fire Station #1 OES 
Media Room (17th & MLK); weekly net 
Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 146.880 + 77. Talk-in on 
same frequency. P.O. Box 21305, Oakland, 
CA 94620-1305, wb6ner@arrl.net; www. 
wwé6or.com 9/09 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Orange County Red 
Cross, 601 N. Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. 
Talk-in 146.550 (S). Nets Wed: 7:30 p.m. 
28.375 MHz SSB & 8:30 p.m. 146.550 MHz 
FM simplex, W6ZE net control. Monthly 
breakfast 1st Sat monthly. Contact Ken 
Konechy, W6HHC, 714/744-0217; w6hhc@ 
w6zi.org; www.w6ze.org 6/09 


PAARA, Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. 
at 7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo Park Rec. 
Cir., 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. Radio net 
Mon. 8:30 p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. 
www.paara.org. Radio prize raffle, guests 
welcome. An active Amateur Radio club 
since 1937. 03/09 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 2nd 
Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & dinner 
meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo’s Restau- 
rant, 1375 Petaluma Blvd., N, Petaluma, 
CA. Contact Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 707/431- 
8202. 3/09 


Rio Hondo ARC, PO. Box 1781, Whittier, 
CA 90609, meets 2nd Mon/monthly, 7:00 
p.m., Parnell Community Center, 15390 
Lambert Rd. @ Scott Ave., Whittier. Net 
Wed., 8:00 p.m., 146.175 (+) PL100. Con- 
tact Vi Barrett, W6CBA, 562/947-1356; 
w6cba@juno.com 5/09 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard 
Facility, 5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sac- 
ramento, CA. Message Phone: 916/492- 
6115; www.n6na.org 12/09 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd 
St. & Stockton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. 
Info net, noon on rptr. W6AK/R 146.91(-). 
T. Preston, KQ6EO, 916/722-9358 or L. 
Ballinger, WAGEQQ, 916/ 393-4775; www. 
w6ak.org 2/09 


Sequoia Amateur Radio Group meets 
the second Saturday each month (except 
Dec) 9:30 a.m., Kern River Valley Youth 
Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake Isa- 
bella, CA. VE exams follow at 11a.m. each 
month. For more information contact Mike, 
KA6IYS, 760/378-1028, www.sarg-krv.org 
or sarg-krv@mchsi.com. 5/09. 
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Sierra Foothills ARC. RO. Box 1005, 
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library (Beech- 
er Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. nets 7:30 
p.m. 145.430(-) PL 162.2. Info: R. Kuepper, 
rkuepper@sbcglobal.net. 2/09 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 
116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579-9608. 
Meets 1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 
Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 
7 p.m., W6SON. Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 
88.5 www.sonomacountyradioamateurs. 
com 9/09 


South Bay Amateur Radio Association. 
Fremont, Newark, Union City - SBARA 
meetings, 2nd Fri/monthly 1930 hours, 
local, Hurricane Electric, 760 Mission Ct., 
Fremont. Visit www.sbara.org. 5/09 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. PO. 
Box 536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memo- 
rial Hosp., 3330 Lomita Blvd., Torrance, 
CA. Talk-in on W6SBA rpt. 224.38). Info: 
310/328-0817; www.w6sba.org 12/09 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 Dennison 
Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The club house 
at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: N6MLD, 
661/203-7005, 224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 
144.390(S). ARES nets 7 p.m. 147.51(S) 
Mon. - 1/10 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd 
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police 


N/E area Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., 


Modesto, CA. Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 
145.390(-) PL136.5. www.saraclub.net 
oT 5/09 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 
7:30 p.m. 2nd Wed monthly, Administra- 
tion Building, Brackett Field, La Verne, 
CA, in the Pilot’s Lounge. Different guest 
speaker every month. Anyone may attend, 
Ham & non-Ham welcome! Club net Sun., 
7:00 p.m., Mt Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz -600 
PL 136.5; web site: www. tcara.org, e-mail: 
k6agf@arrl.net 12/09 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club 
station open to members and guests in the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM), 
Berth 84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA 
90731. Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (ex- 
cept Aug & Dec), 1900 local in the LAMM. 
All are welcome. Monitors 145.52 simplex 
Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & Sun 1200-1630. 

7/09 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 
7 p.m., Rogers Senior Center, 1706/1718 
Orange Ave., Huntington Beach, CA. Info: 
Russ, N6QZV, 714/848-4501. 8/09 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 4th 
Tue/monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red Cross Bldg., 
11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA (VA Ctr. 
grounds). Net Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 147.195+, 
PL100, web: www.wa6rc.org 3/09 


Willits Amateur Radio Society, (WARS). 
P.O. Box 73, Willits, CA 95490. Meets 4th 
Mon. 7 p.m., Brooktrails Fire House, Birch 
St. near Brooktrails Dr. http://www.k6mhe. 
com/wars. Talk-in: 145.130, PL 103.5. 

4/09 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly. Listen to our net on 
146.085 Mon. nights for info or call Herb 
Puckett, 530/674-3648 or Clara Ansley, 
3/09 


KC6JPP. 530/742-2674. 
COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
Meets 3rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Bld J, 
Boulder Municipal Airport or Valmont Com- 
munity Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 61st 
St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.70(-) Info: 
BARC7@@arrl.net or www.qsl.net/w@dk/ 

11/09 


www.cq-amateur-radio.com 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd 
Wed, 7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal 
Church, 11202 W. Jewell, Lakewood, 
CO. Learning/Tech sessions 6:30 p.m. 
Oldest club in Colorado (1917). Net Sun 
8:30 p.m. 145.490 rptr. wOtx@arrl.net; wOtx. 
org 2/09 


CONNECTICUT 


Connecticut DX Association, (CTDXA). 
Meets at ARRL HQ, Newington, CT. 1st 
Wed. (except Summer) 7:30 p.m. Contact 
Dan,W1ZTQ; 860/583-1165 11/09 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Engle- 
wood, FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly 
7:30 p.m. Englewood United Methodist 
Church, 700 E. Dearborn St., Englewood, 
FL, Rm: Fellowship Hall. Info. Vic Em- 
melkamp, K4VHX, 941/473-5560 or www. 
earsradioclub.org. 11/09 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New 
Port Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., 6909 Tierra Verde St., 
Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 146.67(), 145.33), 
444.650, serving all of Pasco County. VE 
testing 6:30 p.m. 1st Wed/monthly. See 
website for more info. www.gulfcoastarc. 
org 5/09 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. Info: R. Cox, 
772/340-4319; kt4pa@comcast.net; www. 
gsl.net/pslara . 4/09 


GEORGIA 


North Fulton Amateur Radio League 


meets 3rd Tues., 7:30 p.m. See www. 
NFARL.ORG/meetings.html for meeting 
location & directions;145.470(-) PL100, 
147.060(+) PL100; 404/434-4499; www. 
ntarl.org; info@nfarl.org 5/09 


HAWAII 


Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for break- 
fast in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov 
at the Sizzler Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. 
Contact John, K1ER, 808/484-9748. 

4/10 


Big Bend'Amateur Radio Club (BBARC), 
KC9OLMF, meets 3rd Thur monthly, 1006 
Wabash, Carthage, IL 62321. Annual 
Hamfest 2nd Sat. in December. NSBLD@ 
myway.com 4/09 


‘Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire 
Station Number 5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is 
usually 147.383 MHz +0.600. ARRL affiliated 
club number: 1271. Club web page is www. 
k9bar.org. 10/09 


Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). 
Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 8 p.m. P.O. Box 
47648, Chicago, IL 60647; 146.76(-) PL 
107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL 114.8(2A). 
Ham help line: 773/262-6773. Info net 
Tues., 9 p.m. on 146.76(-). 2/09 


DuPage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, 


Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. Meets 4th Mon.., - 


7:30 p.m. (no meeting July & Dec.), Holy 


» Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond Ave., 


Clarendon Hills (NE corner 55th St. & 
Richmond Ave.) Net Sun. 9 p.m., 145.43. 
W9DUP rptrs: 145.43(-) 107.2PL, 442.55(+), 
114.8PL, 224.68(=-); 110.9PL; www. 
w9dup.org 


Fox River Radio League, www.frri.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Rasmus- 
sen College, 2363 Sequoia Dr., Aurora, IL 
60506; 147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 103.5 Hz), 
444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 114.8 Hz, IRLP), 2M 
net Tue. 7:30 p.m., except 2nd Tue. P.O. 
Box 673, Batavia, IL 60510-0673. 11/09 


4/09 


McHenry County Wireless Asso- 
ciation (MCWA). Open to all interested in 
Amateur Radio. Meets 1st Tuesday monthly, 
_ 7:30 p.m., Nunda Township Office, Bay 
Road between Crystal Lake & McHenry, 
IL. Talk-in 145.41 PL 107.2. VE testing 
in Woodstock by calling first — Steve, 
847/516-1292, 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. every 
other month — see web site, www.mewa. 
org 6/09 


Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 
3508, Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Red Cross Chapter House, 
311 W. John Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, IL. 
Superfest each Sept. Rptrs: 147.075(+), 
146.85(-). D-STAR: 144.505 (+), 448.46875 
(-), 1272.4000(+). Web: www.w9uvi.org; 
e-mail: w9uvi@arrl.net. Voice mail: 309/692- 
3378. 12/09 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 
Schaumburg, IL 60168-0251. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg Com- 
munity Recreation Center, located at 505 N. 
Springinsguth Rd., intersection of Bode & 
Springinsguth roads. Usually a presenta- 
tion follows our normal club meeting. See 
website for more details http://www.n9rjv. 
org, David Dietrich, 847/798-5248; sarc. 
membership@yahoo.com. 2/09 


The Starved Rock RC, W9MKS. P.O. 
Box 198, Tabor St., Leonore, IL 61332. 
Meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7 p.m. Rptr. 
net 7 p.m. Wed./weekly, 147.12(+) PL 
103.5. w9mks@qsl.net; http://www.qsl.net/ 

_ w9mks 12/09 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson & Ellis 
streets), Wheaton. All are welcome. See our 
website at www.w9ccu.org for all club info 
or call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest each 
January. Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 444.475 
+) 114.8. 9/09 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 8833 Goodwood Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA. Net: 146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. 
Sun. www. brarc.org; e-mail: brarc@cox.net 


7/09 , 


Delta DX Association ARC meets on our 
repeater every Tuesday night at 8:00 p.m. 
local time. At 147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 
114.8 in & out. Contact John Uhl, W5ZE, 
_ 504/347-0272 for info. Or at w5ze@cox. 
net. And on our club web site www.deltadx. 
net. 3/09 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell 
meets the first and third Thursdays of 
each month. 7:30 p.m. at the Emergency 
Communications Building at 4th and 
Cousin Streets in Slidell. Everyone Wel- 
come. Net: 147.27 pl 114.8 every Friday at 
7:30 p.m. Club website: www.w$5sla.net, 
email: w5py@arri.net. 5/09 


Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the 
Calais Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise Circle, 
Calais, ME, 04619, third Sunday of each 
month, 6:30. p.m.. Contact Mike Breckin- 
ridge N1JUXP, 207/454-8571. 


9/09 


MARYLAND 


Maryland Mobileers, ARC, (MMARC). 
P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 
1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein 
Public Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore An- 
napolis Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Info 
net Mon. 8:30 p.m.146.805(-), tone 107.2 
Hz; http://www.mobileers.org 12/09 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m. 
(except July/Aug), Salvation Army Boston 
HQ, 147 Berkeley St. Boston, MA. Free 
parking in adjacent lot. Talk-in: 145.23MHz 
(-) PL 88.5, www.barc.org, email: w7bos@ 
arrl.net. 12/09 


Framingham Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion meets 1st Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Sept-June 
in the basement of the Danforth Museum, 
Framingham, MA. Contact Gordy, K1GB, 
781/891-5572; kigb@arrl.net 01/10 


MICHIGAN 
Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 


_ 8rd Tues. of the month during school year. 


7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 N. 
Oak Rd., Davison, MI 48423; www.qsi.net/ 
w8acw/, e-mail: w8acw@arri.net. 10/09 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. PO. 
Box 1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette 


‘ County Health Department, R. Schwenke, 


N8GBA, 906/249-3837; www.qsl/.net/ 
k8lod 12/09 


L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting 
place: L’Anse Creuse High School, on 
Reimold, just off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; 
club repeater; annual Fox Hunt. Contact 
L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072, Utica, MI 48318- 
0122; n8lc.org. 4/09 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K8OAR) meets 
1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp 
Hall, 2441 Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, 
Prescott, MI. VE exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 
7 p.m. Mon 2M net 9 p.m. 146.940. www. 
k8o0ar.com , 2/09 


MINNESOTA 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets first 
1st Friday each month, 7:30 p.m. at the 
University of St Thomas, Murrary-Herrick 
Student Center, St. Paul, MN. Talk-in 
145.31. Monthly VE exams. Nets Wed 
145.31 @ 7:30 p.m. & 28.310 @ 8:00 p.m.; 
www.stpaulradioclub.org for more info 

01/09 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 

7 p.m., Radio Club Blidg., 401 4th St. N., 

Waite Park, MN 56387. Info: 320/255-1410, 
146.94 or 147.015 or www.w@sv.org/. 

04/09 


Central Mississippi Amateur Radio 
Association meets 2nd Tue monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at the Rankin County EOC Bldg, 
Marquette Rd, Brandon, MS. VE testing 
available after each meeting. Contact Rick 
Nichols, P.O. Box 1876, Florence, MS 
39073; 601/845-5592: k5fv@windstream. 
net; http;//www.cmsara.org 01/09 


MONTANA 


Yellowstone Radio Club meets 3rd Mon 
except July-Aug., 7:30 p.m., North Park 
Center, 19th & 6th Ave., N., Billings, MT. 
Contact 147.36/100 Hz tone. Box 883, 
Billings, MT 59103. Testing odd months, 
3rd Sat.; http://www.k7efa.org/ 09/09 


NEVADA 


Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club (LVRAC) 
meets 3rd Tuesday monthly, 7 p.m., Salva- 
tion Army building, 2900 Palomino Lane, 

_Las Vegas, NV. Talk-in 146.94 (K7UGE 
Repeater) PL 100, Offset — 600 Hz; http:// 


www.lvrac.org 6/09 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) 
meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson 
Valley United Methodist Church, 1375 
Centerville Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. 
Uebele, WW7E, 775/265-4278; ww7e@arrl. 
net, Rpt. 147.330 MHz. 1/09 


NEW JERSEY 


Bergen ARA (BARA), K2ZO, 286 Ridge- 
wood Blvd. N., Twp. of Washington, NJ 
07676. Meets 1st. Sun/monthly, 7:30 p.m. 
American Red Cross, 74 Godwin Ave., 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450. Nets: 28.350 MHz., 
Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) Wed 9 p.m. Tech 
Net Thurs 9 p.m. 146.79(-); www.bara.org 

01/09 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets 
1st Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth 
MARS Station, Eatontown, Nu. Info: B. 
Buus, W20D, 732/946-8615. 7/09 


Gloucester County ARC meets 
7:30 p.m. 1st Wed./monthly, Pfeiffer Com- 
munity Center, Blue Bell Rd. & Main St., 
Williamstown, NJ 08094. Contact Ken 
Newman, N2CQ, P.O. Box 370, Pitman, 
NJ 08071; 856/848-4345, n2cq@comcast. 
net; http://users.tellurian.com/Freddie/ 
w2mmad/ 10/09 


North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NA- 
DXA). P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 
07720. Jersey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th 
Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, 
KC2Q, 732/927-0171; kc2q@arrl.net; na- 
dxa@juno.com; wr2dx@yahoo.com 8/09 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), 
K2AA, meets Jan.-Oct., 4th Wed./monthly, 
7:00 p.m. (Nov.-Dec., 3rd Wed), The Gib- 
son House, Main St., Marlton, NJ. Talk-in: 
145.290(-) rptr. 02/09 


NEW YORK 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawan- 
das, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawan- 
da, NY 14120. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly 
(except Jul. & Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney 
Hose Co., 499 Zimmerman St., No. 
Tonawanda, NY. Talk-in: 146.955(-) PL 
151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http://w2sex.org 4/09 


Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). P.O. 
Box 572, Batavia, NY 14021-0572. Meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. (except Jul, 
Aug, Dec), Salvation Army Community 
Center, Corner N. Spruce & E. Main St., 
Batavia, NY, 14020. Public Information 
Officer, gram_radio_club@yahoo.com; 
http://www.geocities.com/gram_radio_ 
club/index 07/09 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01 111 
St., Flushing Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m, Rptr. 
444.200 PL 136.5. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/09 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police 
Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY. 
Info: PO. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yonkers, 
NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 146.865(-), 
440.150(+). 3/09 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC 
meets 3rd Thur/monthly, Winter Park Bap- 
tist Church on Park Ave. Mon. ragchew 
8:00 p.m. 147.180(open). ARRL Affiliate. 
VE Test Sessions, 2nd Sat. even mos @ 
Winter Park Baptist Church. See Web 
Page @ www.ac4rc.org. Info: Ed, W4EBR, 
910/686-5206. 4/09 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Soci- 
ety (CFARS) meets 3rd Mon/monthly 
7:30 p.m., Methodist University, 401 N, 
Fayetteville, NC. VE test sessions 15 Mar, 
14 Jun, 09 Aug, 11 Oct, 9 a.m. at Method- 
ist University. KAMN repeaters 146.31/91, 
449.40/444.40, W4EBM 52.81/53.81, 
WAG4ELR Fort Bragg 147.93/147.33, ARRL 
Special Service Club, RO Box 36106, 
Fayetteville, NC 28303. 3/09 


Orange County Radio Amateurs meets 
monthly 2nd Mon. at 7:30 p.m. at Sunrise 
Church, 1315 New Hope Trace, Chapel Hill, 
and weekly Sat. at Hillsborough Bojangles, 
330 S. Churton St., abt 9:30 a.m. W4UNC/R 
on 442.150 (131.8). Contact Woody Wood- 
ward, K3VSA, 4008 New Sharon Church 
Rd., Hillsborough, NC 27278; 919/732- 
9895; www.ncocra.org 8/09 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 
4th Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Com- 
munity College. Talk-in 146.985 (-) tone 
100 Hz. Nets: Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES 
Net on 146.985. Fri., @ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 
147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. Contact: Bill 
Greene, K4VET 704/463-1202. 8/09 


Ashtabula County ARC. K. Stenback, 
WS8KS, 440/964-7316. Meets 3rd Tue./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., County Vo-Ed School, 
Jefferson, OH. County rptr., 146.715(-). 

7/09 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., 
Clyde, OH 43410. NF8E rptr. 145.35(-) and 
442.625(+) MHz. Net Sun. 9 p.m. Info: E. 
Remaley, KA8CAS. 10/09 


OREGON. 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/679-9338 or 146.90(-) (PL100), http:// 
aa7gc/uvarc/index.html 12/09 


PENNSYLVANIA 


RF Hill ARC meets 7:30 p.m. last Thurs/ 
monthly, Perkasie Fire Company, 5th St., 
Perkasie, PA. Info: Jim Soete, WA3YLQ, 
215/723-7294; wa3ylq@hotmail.com; 
www. /fhill.amprorg 12/09 


Washington Amateur Communications 
Radio Club (WACOM) meets 1st Thur/ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Washington Co. Bldg., 
100 Beau St., Washington, PA 15301. Con- 
tact Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI, 724/986-9271. 
145.490. www.wacomarc.org 11/09 


VIRGINIA 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. & Dec.), 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501 
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob, 
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655-. 10/09 


Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Methodist 
Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne Rd., 
Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/395-4489, or 
www.w4ug.com 02/09 


San Juan County Amateur Ra- 
dio Society meets 2nd Fri./monthly 
11:30 a.m., Friday Harbor Firehouse. 
Serving hams throughout the San Juan 
Islands, Washington, we welcome mem- 
bers and visitors to our weekly nets, Wed. 
8:00 p.m. local, through linked repeat- 
ers N7JN, 145.250MHz PL 133.8 Hz 
& 443.45MHz PL 103.5 Hz & CW @ 
7:30 p.m. local on 3710 kHz or nearby. Con- 
tact Dan Drath, N6AU, for more information; 
drathmarine@rockisland.com 11/09 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7 p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 
Florence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 
304/525-8890. 9/09 


University ARC N7UW, University of 
Wyoming, Dept. 3625, 1000 E. University 
Ave., Laramie, WY 82071 meets 1st Tues/ 
monthly in the Wyoming Student Union 
room 2 or 10 at 7:30 p.m. local time. All 
interested persons are welcome. johnmh@ 
uwyo.edu 12/09 


For information on 
how to get your 
club listed in 
“Visit Your Local 


Radio Club,” 
Contact CQ 
directly 
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For some ‘oomph,’ try the 
Tuna Topper ORP amplifier 


couple of guys were talking on 

40-Meter SSB the other day 

about what a workout their 
homebrew linear amplifiers were get- 
ting with such lousy band conditions. 
It seems we’re never going to climb out 
of the rut this sunspot cycle has us in, 
they said. | 

These fellows were running hundreds 
of watts. But even in the QRP world, all 
things are relative. 

It wasn’t too many years ago that 
500mW on 40-Meter CW was your ticket 
to transcontinental contacts. Picking 
off east coast stations from Southern 
California with less than a watt was no 
big deal. Now, though, even the most 
stalwart milliwatter sometimes needs a 
little “oomph” to make it happen. 

By chance, a few days before, a pack- 
age had arrived from the New England- 
based kit maker QRPme. Rex Harper, 
WIREX, had sent his company’s Tuna 
Topper amplifier, all the way from Lim- 
erick, ME. . 

“REX, who calls himself the “(Tuna) 
Tinman,” has developed a nice line of 
QRP kits and accessories playing off the 
mechanical design of the famed mid- 
1970s Tuna-Tin 2 milliwatt transmitter by 
the late Doug DeMaw, then W1CER. 

The Tuna Topper — housed in a tuna 
fish can-style enclosure — is a 5-watt 
amplifier that takes very little drive. 
It was designed by Chuck Carpenter, 
WSUSJ, and Jim Kortge, K8IQY, and 
was inspired by Wayne McFee, NB6M’s, 
Miniboots amplifier, featured in the 
March ’08 WorldRadio QRP column. 

"USJ and ’IQY took the best of the 
Miniboots and made it even better. "USJ 
called his version the Texas Topper, sans 
tuna fish can motif. 

With the Texas or Tuna Topper, you’ll 
find indentical circuits, with an STMicro- 
electronics STP16NF06 power MOSFET 
at the core of this gutsy little amp. Only 
the shape of the PC board is different: the 
Tuna Topper’s is tuna fish-can circular; 
the Texas Topper’s is rectangular. 


Richard Fisher, KI6SN 


The Tuna Topper QRP 5-watt amplifier is a rugg 


» Inexpensive performer 


that is perfect for boosting power output from many of today’s lower-power 


transceivers. 


The Topper has automatic relay-driven 
transmit-receive (T/R) switching and a 
bulletproof Chebyshev RF output filter to 
keep your station within bounds of FCC 
standards for spectral purity. 

"USJ and *IQY had ultra low-power 


-Tear-resistant + Synthetic paper 


Download 


Log Books 


ASA Inc. - PO Box 454 - Glenwooti, NI 07418 
WaterPr ooflogBooks.com 


sealed tuna fish-style can with a special 
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rigs in mind when modeling the Topper: 
For example, Hendricks QRP Kits’ 
DC40, Small Wonder Labs’ Rockmite 
series, and so on. These transceivers 
typically produce RF in the half-watt 
range. The Topper can take that RF and 
boost it to about a QRP gallon. © 

In prototype testing, the Topper took 
a DC40’s 7 MHz 420mW and amplified 
it to 5.25-watts. And the Rockmite’s 
360mW 7 MHz output was boosted to 
4.4-watts, according to ‘USJ. _ 

With changes to component values in 
the output filter, the Topper can be used 
on any HF CW frequency. 

QRPme’s Tuna Topper kit arrived ina 


_ Tuna Topper label. Grab the pull tab and 
remove the lid and you find a plastic bag _ 
_ filled with all the parts needed to popu- 


late the kit’s high-quality, single-sided, 
silk screened printed circuit board, and 
all off-board connectors. 

The can is pre-drilled to accommo- 


_ date the RCA-style connectors used 


for 12-volt B+ power, RF INPUT and 


& REOUT, 


Building instructions for the Texas and 
Tuna Topper can be viewed and printed 
from WSUSJ’s website: http://wSusj. 
com/TxTopperQRPAmp.html 

_ Neither Topper amplifier — the Texas 
nor Tuna version — may be a kit for 


beginners. There are four toroid induc- | 


tors to wind. Two of them are bifilar. An 
ability to read schematics is certainly a 
plus. You need to have a bit of experience 
at the bench before tackling this one. 

And after the kit arrives, the builder 
has a couple of choices to make as to 
how to configure the Topper he wants 
for his station: 


First, does he need an RF attenua- 


tion pad built into the input side of this 
amplifier? That allows the amp to be 
used to boost output from transceivers 
in the 1 watt-plus range. You don’t want 
to overdrive or damage the STPI6NF06 
MOSFET, so attenuation is needed to 
lower the drive that rigs such as the 
NorCal 40 or SWL-40 transceivers 
produce. There are a couple of options 


_ for handling that attenuation, including 


installing an on-board 500-ohm potenti- 
ometer, which was the choice at KI6SN. 
That pot came with the kit. 

Second, does the operator want fast 
or slow T/R switching? By placing a 
few parts in different positions on the 
board, either can be accomplished. We 
opted for fast. 

After an inventory of parts at KI6SN, 
we started populating the PC board 
early on a Saturday morning — fol- 
lowing W5USJ’s step-by-step building 
instructions: http://w5usj.com/images/ 
txtopperassyinst.pdf 

By noon we'd finished assembly and 
had installed cables for 12-volts B+, RF 
IN and RF OUT. We were ready for the 
“smoke test.” 

Connecting the Tuna Topper to a 
12-volt DC gel cell battery, a board 
mounted green LED came to life. There 
were no sparks, sizzles or puffs. Looking 


good, so far. 

RF input was coming from a NorCal- 
40 transceiver (circa 1993) that produces 
about 1 watt output. On the output side 
of the Topper was a Z-match tuner con- 
nected to a droopy 40-meter dipole. 

Touching the keyer paddle, the Tuna 
Topper’s T/R relay immediately started 


_ Clacking — a great sign that the circuit 


was percolating. Looking at the RF 
output milliammeter on the Z-match, 
there wasn’t any RF going to the antenna 
— as yet. — 

Adjusting the 500-ohm potentiometer 
on the PC board, we could see the RF 
slowly building on the meter. Soon we 
were at 5-watts output. Cowabunga! 

But how would it play on the air? 

With things still haywired on the 
bench, we heard a station calling CQ 
on 40. What the heck, we’d give him a 
try. Bingo: Jack Schlundt, WSUAL, of 
Scottsdale, AZ, came back to our call. 
We had a nice chat. The Tuna Topper 
was working beautifully. 

After putting the finishing touches 
on the package, we got on in the eve- 
ning and had a nice contact with Kevin 
Caskey, K7KHC, in Aberdeen, WA. He 
commented on the signal’s nice tone 
and keying. 

The Tuna Topper’s fast T/R configura- 
tion works great, even at higher speeds. 


The NorCal 40A 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But the 
NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 
features and big-rig performance. 

Open up most ORP rigs and you'll 
find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 
‘AOA-a snap with our quick-release 
latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular QRP rigs, the '40A 

sted the best receiver sensitivity 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 
and ultra-stable VFO, the 

'40A is a joy to operate. 
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And after prolonged CW transmissions, 
the STPI6NF06 MOSFET was still cool 
to the touch. It’s important to put a heat 
sink — not provided with the kit — on 
this transistor. 

Both the QRPme Tuna version (round 
tuna-can PC board) and WS5USJ Texas 
version (rectangular Altoids-suitable PC 
board) are available from W1REX at 
QRPme: hitp://www.qrpme.com/ 

QRPme’s mailing address is: P.O. Box 
160, Limerick, ME 04048. 

The Tuna Topper kit is $30; the Texas 
Topper is $25. The Tuna comes with 
the can enclosure. The Texas does not. 
There’s a small shipping charge with 
each kit. Visit the QRPme Web site for 
full details. 

For color photographs of the Tuna 
Topper amplifier at KI6SN and links 
to the QRPme and WS5USJ Web sites, 
visit the The QRPer at: http://www. 
TheQRPer.blogspot.com ' 

If you’re looking for a way to climb 
out of that sunspot cycle rut, consider 
the Tuna/Texas Topper QRP amplifier. 
We bet neither you nor the operator on 
the receiving end of your QRP Gallon 
signal will be disappointed. 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached by sending mail to 1940 Wetherly 
Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or by sending 
e-mail to: ki6sn@aol.com © 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KC1 Keyer and Morse- 
The KC1 is 


output Frequency Counter. 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KC1's 
message memory and Jambic A and B 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The '40A and 
KCi together draw only 20mA on 
receive! Please call or write for more 


details. - 
NorCal 440A $139 
KC1 $ 45 


(shipping additional) 
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Luck, Fate and Radio 
— A Personal History 


aving reached an age where one. 
tends to reflect on their path 


through life I have formed a few 
conclusions. In my case I feel that luck, 
fate and radio have had a complete hand 
in creating my path. 

Going back to my earliest memory, it 
probably all started by what happened 
in 1925 when I was nine years old. We 
moved to Victoria and my father lost all 
his money in a bad real estate deal. He 
did not read the fine print in the mort- 


gage. A year later, we were financially: 


broke so my father moved to Vancouver 
to look for employment. For me as a 
ten-year-old having come from the farm, 
I found the big city highly exciting. The 
fact that my folks were out of money had 
little impact, as there were so many inter- 
esting things to see and do. By selling 
papers on the street or carrying baggage 
at the train station, I could earn a nickel 
or a dime and go to a cowboy movie. 
The one thing that probably put me 
on the path to radio was a book in the 
children’s section of the Carnegie Public 
Library. While looking for things like 
Peter Rabbit and the Jungle Book, I hap- 
pened on a British book on electricity. 
One chapter that caught my attention 
described how to make a crystal set 
on the lid of a cigar box. In those days 
there were dozens of tobacco stores in 


Al Miller, VE7KC 


Vancouver so I came home with an arm- 
load of cigar boxes. All the parts except 
the earphones were 5 and 10 cents at the 
hobby shop so I was able to scrape up 
enough money to get started. Still with- 
out earphones, which were $2.50, I did 
not know if my radio was going to work. 
The solution came at Christmas when 
the family collected enough money to 
buy earphones as a present. Not know- 
ing much about antennas, I tried the 
bedspring for an antenna and the water 
pipe for a ground. I was able to hear 
one station nearby and my grandmother 
thought I was a genius. By upgrading to 
the clothesline, I was able to tune in two 
or three more stations. 

Unknowingly, I guess I was already 
hooked on radio. With a Saturday morn- 
ing job sweeping floors and washing 
windows at a radio store, I managed to 
build up a credit of fifty cents a week. 
Eventually, I was able to create a suffi- 


_ cient amount for a used Radiola 3A. For 


some reason it had. been modified and 
only had one tube instead of the original 
two. For me, that did not a matter as it 
was more powerful than the crystal set. 
Later with more credit, I was able to 
get the other tube reinstalled. The next 
Saturday job was delivering for a grocer. 
The hours were from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and the pay was one dollar plus 50 cents 


Morse Telegraph Club 


Landline Morse is alive and well! 


“Dots and Dashes” newsletter * The Ace Holman national 
telegraph office & hub * Internet Telegraphy ° Railroad 


Telegraphy ° Morse Telegraph demonstrations 


Learn more about the history of the telegraph or simply enjoy using 
American Morse Code and authentic telegraph equipment. 


Info: www.morsetelegraphclub.org 
<http:/www.morsetelegraphclub.org/> 


40 WorldRadio, January 2009 


www.cq-amateur-radio.com 


because I used my own bike. Still I was 
able to save enough money to buy a more 
powerful radio with peanut tubes. 

In the early 30s, the major stores 
put on radio shows to present the new 
models. Of course I made sure I went to 
see all of them although owning one was 
just a distant dream. One of the larger 
stores went one step further by having 
an operating Amateur Radio station. At 
this stage I knew nothing about Amateur 
Radio so I had to investigate. A person- 
able chap went to great lengths to explain 
the whole operation and ended by invit- 
ing me to his home to see his “rig.” He 
also told me about the big radio club and 


how to get there. To say the least, I was 


mighty impressed. — 

I had had other pals in school who 
were also interested in radio and elec- 
tricity. So far we had only been experi- 
menting with telephones between the 
house and the wood shed. I went home, 
I rounded up my buddies and we started 
work on getting a Ham license. 

As a result of this new discovery, 
the telephone system became a Morse 
circuit with keys and buzzers. We were 
practicing between the house and the 
woodshed. Right away we ran into a 
problem. The overhead wires acted like 
an antenna and the buzzers were similar 
to a spark transmitter. As a result we 
wiped out all the broadcast sets in the 


neighborhood. Not to be deterred, we 


just changed our modus operandi for 
learning the code. Mee be 

It was still the early 30s and jobs and 
money were scarce but we did have lots 


_ of time. My buddies and I all eventually 


passed the Ham exam and formed our 
own radio club. Friends and neighbors all 
knew of my interest in radio. One had me 
in mind when he heard a large depart- 
ment store needed a radio serviceman. 
I got the job and this, by luck or fate, 
became a major step in my life. 

At morning and afternoon break time, 
I started going to the in-store lunch 
counter for my coffee. I always sat at the 
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same counter and was served by a good- 
looking girl. This happened so often, I 
asked her for a date. Those dates became 


_ more and more frequent and she eventu- 


ally became my wife of 64 years. 

Shortly before getting married, I was 
transferred to another store and the boss 
was determined to make me super sales- 
man like himself. He was so good; he 
could sell radios that did not even work. 
I had other ideas and started taking night 
classes to get a commercial operating 
certificate. When he heard what I was 
doing, he fired me. This proved to be 
one of the best things that ever happened. 
The local radio parts wholesaler thought 
I got a dirty deal and told me of a chap 
looking for an assistant to build experi- 
mental equipment on a survey ship. The 
chief operator was about my own age and 
a fellow Ham so I got the job. The work 
turned out to be a Ham’s dream, building 
equipment with the best of parts. 

After getting the job, I was told in 
order to keep it I would have to have a 
commercial operating certificate. It was 
back to the books in a hurry and I was 
able to get the ticket and keep the job. 
Within a year, the chief operator left to 
go to engineering school and I took his 
place. This created a problem because 
now I needed help and the Chief Hydrog- 
rapher said no. I could not carry on alone 
so I walked down the same street and 
joined another government department 
as a radio operator. 

In making application, I specifically 
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requested the aviation section. My reason- 
ing was that planes traveled 200 miles an 
hour and ships only went about 20 miles 
per hour. I thought aviation would be 
more exciting. After a month’s training 
in taking weather observations, I was 
posted to a semi-isolated station in the 
mountains in the middle of nowhere, with 
no airport. The closest planes were about 
ten thousand feet away — straight up. 
During wartime, the work was designated 
an essential service. I was so bored I told 
my boss I was joining the Navy. He just 
said, “no you are not, and if you try I'll 
take you out of uniform and send you to 
the Arctic for punishment.” After a big 
argument, I was told to head back to my 
station. Being newly married, I did not 
look forward to going to the Arctic as a 
single man. When I got back to my sta- 
tion, there was a transfer to the Vancouver 
Airport where I operated for four years. 

The Vancouver Airport was a busy 
station with five operating positions. We 
were tied into some of the same circuits 
as the North West Staging Route. The 
traffic was a mix of air/ground and point 
to point CW. The CW traffic was res- 
ervation, flight plans, cargo dispatches 
and government business. It was very 
interesting experience. 

In 1948 the first Instrument Land- 
ing System in the Province was being 
installed at the Vancouver Airport. The 
technician in charge needed more help 
so he started working down the seniority 
list. | was third down the list but the first 
operators were not technical material so 
when he got to me, I got the job. It so 
happened, he was a friend of the chap 
that I worked for on the survey ship. It 
was another dream job with hundreds of 
hours in the air as an ILS flight calibra- 
tion technician. Besides working on the 
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ILS, the job included maintaining the 
Low Frequency Radio Range, ATC and 
Control tower equipment, H.F. transmit- 
ters, receivers and everything connected 


‘with airport radio aids and communica- 


tions. Fortunately both the supervisor 
and senior technician were both active 
Hams so I fitted in well. 

After ten years as a station technician 
at the Vancouver and Victoria Airports, 
I took a promotion to the Department’s 
Regional office. As soon as I arrived, I 
was given an assignment to install a radio 
beacon at a very remote coastal location. 
After studying the drawings of the com- 
munications antennas, I went to the boss 
and explained the transmitter was not 
compatible with the feeder system shown 
on the drawing. After my explanation and 
some discussion he just said: “You are a 
Ham, think of something.” That was the 
end of the conversation. 

As one co-worker commented “Every 
day is Field Day” 

It is quite obvious by now that luck, 
fate and radio were all a big influence 
in my life. Promotions took me through 
supervision and management in the 
Eastern Arctic. Even after retirement 
when I took a part-time job at what I 
called a fun job in the Arctic, it was all. 
related to radio connections, experience 
and especially hamming. The Airline ' 
Director of Communications was a Ham 
I had worked back in 1934. 

My wife, who also got her ticket, and 
I have had Hams visit us from about 25 
different countries including Pitcairn 
Island, Christmas Island and South 
Africa to name a few. We also had the 
opportunity to visit some of our visitors 
in their country. 

Now I can look back and realize how 
my life has been influenced by Luck, 
Fate and Radio. It all started with a 
crystal set built on the lid of a cigar box. 
I often wonder‘ how many others have 
taken the time to reflect on what has © 
influenced their lives. Sey 
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A QSO That’s Tough to Explain 


he March 2008 column (Reports 

of “Unusual” Propagation at 

Solar Minimum) listed twelve 
QSOs on the higher bands (15M, 12M, 
and 10M) that seemed a bit odd since 
they were made in late 2007 when, for 
all intents and purposes, we were at 
solar minimum. 

Using VOACAP, ten of the twelve 
QSOs were shown to be possible, 
albeit at an extremely low probability. 
VOACAP said the two.remaining QSOs 
shouldn’t have occurred at all. One of 
these two QSOs, W4MOT to 3B7 on 
12M, was analyzed in the June 2008 
column. The conclusion was that the 
MUF (maximum usable frequency) 
on this low-latitude path exhibited a 
definite cyclic pattern, with the time 
of the QSO happening around the 
time the MUF on each end of the path 
maximized concurrently. Subsequent 
NCDXF/IARU beacon monitoring data 
supported this conclusion. 

Although the W4MOT to 3B7 QSO 
was interesting, the other “shouldn’t have 
occurred” QSO is even more so. That 
was a QSO between N2MF in New York 
and 3B7C on 10M at 1218 UTC on 22 
September 2007. Let’s see what we can 
come up with for this QSO. 

Figure | depicts the short path from 
N2MF to 3B7C. The QSO occurred a 
bit after N2MF sunrise. Included on 
Figure 1 are monthly median MUFs 
at 2,000 km from each end of the path 
at a smoothed sunspot number of 7 per 
the control point method of predict- 
ing F2 region propagation. As can be 
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Figure 1 —Path from N2MF to 3B7C with Median MUFs. 


seen, the N2MF end of the path is the 
problem end. 

The hourly MUF values in Figure 
1 exhibit a daily variation about their 
predicted median, but the 16-18 MHz 
median values on the N2MF end are still 
way too low to show any probability at 
all of a 10M QSO via the F2 region. Thus 
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our first look says the normal F2 region 
on the N2MEF end couldn’t refract 28 
MHz energy back to Earth. | 

Was there any unusual sunspot activ- 
ity that could have pushed the F2 region 
MUEF higher on the N2MF end of the 
path? This is unlikely, as the daily sun- 
spot count was zero on the day of the 
QSO and zero for at least a week before 
the day of the QSO. 

Was there any unusual geomagnetic 
field activity that could have somehow 
enhanced the F2 region or caused some 
auroral-E ionization on the N2MF end? 
The three-hour Ottawa K indices were 
at or below 3 on the day of the QSO and 
throughout the several days preceding 
the QSO. Thus there was wasn’t any 
major disturbance, but there still could 
have been some modification to the iono- 
sphere at these K index levels. 

How about sporadic (Es) — could 
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Figure 2 — TEC Map for 22 September from 1200-1220 UTC. 


there have been some Es activity to 
enable this QSO? A review of data from 
several ionosondes on the N2MF end 
of the path (Goose Bay in Labrador, 
Millstone Hill in Massachusetts, and 
Wallops Island in Virginia) indicated no 
hint whatsoever of Es activity. The lack 
of any unusual E region activity in the 
Goose Bay data also tends to confirm 
that auroral-E wasn’t a player. 

_ Finally, should we consider some kind 
of non-great circle scatter path — like 
something more easterly or to the south- 
east out of N2MF? N2MF reported his 
Yagi was pointed along the short path 
(70°) and the signal was S6. He did not 
turn his Yagi to see if the signal peaked 
on a more southerly heading. Thus we 
can’t rule out a scatter path, but for now 
based on N2MF’s observation I’m going 
to leave it at the true short-path. 

In summary, there’s no obvious data 
that suggests what might have happened. 
Are we at a dead end? Not quite — there 
is One more route to take — it’s with 
TEC data. 

What is TEC? TEC stands for total 
electron content. It is a measurement 
derived from GPS (global positioning 


- system) propagation data. From the 


group delay difference between the two 
GPS L-band frequencies (1227.6 MHz 


and 1575.42 MHz), the total number 


of electrons along a path from a GPS 
satellite to a ground station can be 
determined. I downloaded TEC maps 
for 21,22, and 23 September in the time 
periods of 1200-1220 UTC and 1220- 
1240 UTC time periods. ee 2 is one 
of these maps. 

The actual maps show data points in 


color, with the colored scale on the right 
in terms of the base-10 logarithm of the 
TECU (TEC units, where one TECU is 
1,016 electrons per square meter). Note 
that we don’t have worldwide cover- 


age with TEC, as ground stations are © 


needed to make the measurements — so 
the oceanic areas are not well covered. 
But there is a lot more coverage than 
with 1onosondes. 

Comparing the 1200-1220 UTC 
maps on 21, 22, and 23 September 
shows a slight increase in TEC on 22 
September (the day of the QSO) in the 
Newfoundland area, which is where RF 
from N2MEF would first encounter the 
ionosphere. Thus the TEC data sug- 
gests something was going on that could 
have enabled this QSO — maybe it was 
tied to the low-level K index activity. 
Unfortunately the fact that TEC is a total 
electron content in a vertical column 
doesn’t allow us to determine whether 


this occurred in the E region or the F2 | 


region. If I had to guess, it would be the 
F2 region. 

Although we don’t have a definite 
answer here, the TEC data hints of 
some unusual activity in the right 
area. I have to admit it was fun going 
through all of this, but at the same time 
it left me with an empty feeling. But 
that’s OK, as I’ve been on the receiving 
end of similar extremely rare QSOs 
— and I enjoy thinking I beat Mother 
Nature by being in the right place at 
the right time. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 1227 Pion 
Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or by e-mail 
sent to: k9la@arrl.net. & 
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States Index Dividers * Contest Keyboard Overlays * DX 
Return Envelopes * Vinyl QSL Wail Holders * Laminated 

World Projection Maps * CALLSIGN BADGES = License 
Frames ¢ Hats > Mugs » HAMSIGNS « AND MORE! 


HamStuff by WANN 


www.HamStuff.com 
10624 Zephyr Lane SW « Olympia, WA 98512 


New Heavy Duty 32-Foot 
Telescopic Fiberglass Poles 


10 sections collapse to a com 
5/16-inch diameter tip section 
$115 shipped anywhere ConUS 
Optional accessory to reach height of 38 feet 


The Mast Company 


www.TMastCo.com 
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Jacking Up The Jaded 


y desk copy of the venerable 
Oxford Dictionary reads: 
“Jaded, adj. tired or worn 


out, surfeited, exhausted, weary, spent, 
decrepit, fagged out, done in, beat, 
bushed, pooped” — you get the idea 
because more than once you’ve won- 
dered about the future of the Quarter 
Century Wireless Association chapter 
you attend, seeing that at times it is not 
much more than a bunch of “jaded” old 
codgers gathered to celebrate a past that 
is hardly worth remembering. 

Is there any way to jack up these guys 
— yourself included — so that going toa 


QCWA meeting is clearly anenergizing | 


and exciting event? 

That concern was certainly an often 
expressed discussion topic at the most 
recent National QCWA Convention in 
Virginia Beach, VA. And although no 
magic bullet emerged that I was aware 
of, I did decide I’d do some back home 
checking just to satisfy myself that if one 
of the chapters near at hand had found 
even a partial answer, that I ought to 
know about it and tell some others. 

And lo-and-behold, I discovered a 
QCWA chapter which is Very much alive 
and well simply because they have taken 
on an important and unique project of 
assisting in the recovery and healthy 
rehabilitation of abandoned and abused 
exotic wildlife. “Exotic” wildlife? Yep, 
such as tigers and bears, lions and leop- 
ards, cougars and monkeys, baboons and 
related primates — all of whom as sepa- 
rate species are endangered and without 
our help will likely soon become extinct. 
You see, the truth is that there are many 
species struggling to survive, some so 
threatened that they may become extinct 
within our own lifetime. In fact, I am told 
that three tiger sub-species have already 
become extinct in this century, and once 
gone they will never return. 

Fortunately, on the west central coast 
of Florida, not more than 50 miles from 
my shack and my antennas, there is 
a place where abandoned and abused 
exotic animals are recovered and rehabil- 
itated. Injured wildlife, often declawed, 
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defanged or altered by previous owners 
are cared for by a dedicated handful of 
local Florida residents, including the 
members of one QCWA chapter in the 
immediate area. 

What do these volunteers do in the 
way of exotic animal care? One thing 
the QCWA group does is to “play” with 
the animals under their care. These 
beasts love toys, such as bowling pins, 
bowling balls, palm fronds, soccer 
balls, and baseballs. The primates must 
be challenged daily to “think” and solve 
simple problems. Objects that contain 
treats require the animal in question 
to figure out ways to obtain the treat. 
Exotic animals get bored without a 
regular program that stimulates them 
mentally, so their toys are changed 
often and new ones substituted (I am 
the same way, and attending Hamfests 
in order to twist the dials on the latest 
Japanese goody gadget is the human 
version I most enjoy). 

“Interesting, but so what?” you are 
probably asking. Well, the skinny on 
what this particular QCWA chapter is 
about in its programming is this: Instead 
of constantly searching for a “hot” pro- 
gram to secure each month, this QCWA 
chapter has found a fascinating program 
in the community that stimulates and 
interests them. So instead of always 
trying to get someone to come to them 
and entertain them, they have decided to 
go for three months to a place that stimu- 
lates and interests them in ways that do 
not directly touch upon Amateur radio. 
If you can’t get the mountain to come 
to you, then you go to the mountain! A 
neat idea for maintaining chapter interest 
and also accomplishing tasks that are 
both worthwhile and energizing — thus 
jacking up the jaded! 

Of course if you plan to adapt this 
idea to your chapter, then you’ll have 
to come up with a place or places to 
visit — field trips as it were. With a few 
preliminary phone calls, you ought to 
be able to line up a visit to an aircraft 
radio repair shop at your local airport. 
How about a marine radio opera- 


www.cq-amateur-radio.com 


tion if you are on or near the coast? 
School busses are increasingly linked 


_ by mobile radio these days, so check 


them out, too. In fact, let your chapter 
propose the venues for your visits, and 


in many instances and visits you'll be — 


able to demonstrate Amateur Radio in 
return as well. 

By the way, speaking of travel and 
field tripping, start now to consider 
joining your QCWA colleagues on the 
2009 QCWA Caribbean Convention 
Cruise. Planning is complete, thanks 


to QCWA Board member and veteran — 


cruiser Larry McCalvey, WA9JMO. 
Holland America’s new cruise ship, 
the Eurodam will carry you in splendid 
luxury for seven days, 24-31 October 
to and from Fort Lauderdale, FL to the 


Grand Turks & Caicos, San Juan, St. - 
Thomas, and the Bahamas. The ship 


will have Amateur Radio equipment 
from ICOM available around the clock. 
Amateur Radio forums and lectures 
are planned enroute. The Eurodam has 
11 passenger decks, lounges, bars, and 


numerous restaurants, with food and — 


drink available 24/7. The cost of the 
cruise has been greatly discounted, 
and each traveler will be granted $25 
shipboard credit to spend as you wish. 


Integrated air travel to Fort Lauder- — 


dale can be arranged through our 
travel agent, White Travel Service, in 


West Hartford, CT. Stateroom cabins — 


range from $579 to $1339 for deluxe 
suites. If you haven’t been on a Larry 
McCalvey managed QCWA cruise, you 
have a real treat in store. Call Larry 
at 262/639-7327 or White Travel at 


800/547-4790 and watch for further | 


details in the QCWA Journal and 
website www.QCWA.org. . 
That’s all I have for you this month, 
dear hearts. Remember that we are the 
Elite, the Proud, and the Many — we 


are the QCWA! Until next time, 73 de — 


Alan, KJON. ne 


— Alan Pickering, KJON, can be 


reached by sending mail to: 31860 
Taylor Grade Rd., Duette, FL 33834; 
e-mail kj9n@arrl.net. © 


‘ 
ii 
. 
r, 
; 
- 
A) 
G, 
y 


reader is using a Double Windom 
Aw 100 feet of high-grade 

coax leading to his transceiver. 
“T concluded that the most critical point 
of impedance matching is between the 
antenna and its feedline. By having the 
impedance matching device (my tuner) 
at the radio I would have a less than 
efficient system. I thus decided that 
I would install a remote tuner at the 
antenna feed point, with the coax line 
passing straight through to my radio. 
Then came WorldRadio September 
2008 and your article seems to imply 
that I would gain no advantage with a 
remote tuner. My remote tuner design is 
more expensive and I am wondering if 
it would be a waste of money to pursue 
that path.” 

In Krusty Olde Kurt’s opinion it 
would be. This is a common and fun- 
damental question that Kurt has writ- 
ten about many times before. It is the 
subject of a portion of W2DU’s book 
Reflections II, in a chapter titled “Low 


_SWR for the Wrong Reasons.” 


The difference between having the 
tuner at the antenna instead of at the 
radio is in the SWR on the coax line. 
With the tuner at the antenna you can 
have 1:1 SWR on the line. With the 
tuner at the transceiver you will have 
higher SWR on the line depending 
on the antenna characteristics. The 
Windom was designed to give low SWR 
on all of its operating bands. It’s not low 
enough for modern transceivers so you 
have to use a tuner. But still the SWR 
is not very high on any band. 

To explain this let us use a concrete 
example. We'll use 100 feet of Belden 


9913, which is a “low-loss” cable. Using 


the TLW program that comes with your 
Antenna Book (you do have one don’t 
you?) we find that, if we had our tuner 
right at the antenna so we could have 1:1 
SWR, the loss on 20 Meters would be 
0.459 dB. And less on the lower bands. 

Now let us put the tuner at the rig and, 
at the band edges, have 3:1 SWR. Now 
according to TLW, the loss is 0.752 dB. 
The added loss is 0.752 minus 0.459 or 


Is SWR Bad? 


Kurt N. Sterba 


0.293 dB. Clearly it is better to have 
the tuner at the antenna. But is it worth 
the additional cost? Remember that 
one “S” unit on your receiver’s signal 
strength meter is 6-dB. So 0.293 dB is 
0.293/6 = .049 or less than 1/20th of an 
“S” unit. That's less than the width of 
the needle on your “S” meter. Do you 
think that the Ham on the other end 
of your QSO could tell the difference? 
Kurt thinks not. He suggests that you 
save your money, use a tuner at the rig 
where it is easy to adjust, and not have 
to figure out just how you are going to 
suspend that remote tuner up there at 
the Windom’s feed point. 


A reader writes about baluns: “I just’ 


read your article “Coax Fed Dipole” in 
October WorldRadio. The subject of 


baluns and coax radiation has had little _ 


attention in the Ham literature. It is not 
only radiation and RFI to worry about, 
it is also received noise and RFI pol- 
luting those weak DX signals you are 
are chasing. The W2DU ferrite bead 
balun, if properly designed, solves the 
coax problem for both transmitting 
and receiving.” 

Kurt agrees with the writer. But he 
goes on to say “But what about the 
common toroid and ferrite rod baluns 
widely available on the market with 
various impedance ratios? At the con- 
nection between the coax and balun, 
the inside surface of the coax shield 
is connected both to the balun and the 
outer surface of the coax shield. So 
you see, there is the same problem you 
describe in your article.” Kurt disagrees 
with this statement. 

Kurt's favorite balun is the transmis- 
sion line balun originally described 
by an old college friend of his, Clyde 
Ruthroff, and greatly refined by Jerry 
Sevick, W2FMI. This is simply a short 
transmission line wound on a ferrite 
toroidal core. Usually it is a twisted 
pair line but it can be just coax wound 
on the core. The operation is easiest to 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


AERIALS 


visualize using the coax type. Imagine 
that the end of the coax line near the 
antenna is wound on the ferrite core. 
The RF signal coming up the line goes 
right on through to the antenna. At the 
antenna the shield is connected to one 
side of the antenna and the current on 
the inside of the shield goes into this 
side of the antenna. 

But will it also flow down the outside 
of the shield? No it will not, because 
the shield is wound around the toroid. 
This greatly increases the reactance of 
the coiled shield thus preventing the 
RF from flowing down it. This is the 
balun action. 

The transmission line balun has sev- 
eral advantages over the W2DU bead 
balun. Since it has several turns through 
the core (usually about ten) and, since 
the impedance goes up as the square 
of the turns, it is possible to get good 
impedance while using low loss 61 
ferrite. These baluns are very low loss. 
And it is easy to build them with either 
1:1, 4:1, or 9:1 ratios to match different 
antenna impedances. 

The W2DU bead baluns are simple to 
apply — just slip beads over the cable. 
To get adequate impedance most such 
baluns use 73 or 77 type ferrite. These 
beads get hot if you apply high power. 
Better to use 43 ferrite that runs a lot 
cooler (less loss) but you have to use 
more or larger beads to get the same 
impedance. These baluns usually are 
just 1:1 ratio. John Belrose, VE2CYV, in 
a June 1991 QST article, showed how 
to make 4:1 and 9:1 bead baluns. His 
designs are good for low power but the 
beads get boiling hot at even moderate 
power levels. 

Each type of balun has its uses. If you 
run coax to your antenna Krusty Olde 
Kurt’s advice is: always use a balun. 

— Have a question for the Krusty 
one? Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 28th 
St., Sacramento, CA 95818 and we'll get 
it to Kurt. Se) 
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CONTEST CALENDAR 


Notice: The contest calendar columnist assumes no responsibilty for incorrect information. Information offered is as accurate as can be made with the resources 
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if your contest 


ie., 
ight to choose the information posted 


information to; Rick McCusker, WF60, 5699 Time Court, 


Sacramento, CA 95824-2062 or by e-mail to: rickmccusker@sbcglobal.net. Information must be received no later than two months before the issue date 


is in July, your information is needed no later than 1.May. Late entries will not be listed! Contest calendar columnist reserves the r 
but interesting contests. 


available. If you or your organization is sponsoring a contest and would like it listed on this page, please send 


on this page. The columnist tries to list the big ones as well as some obscure 
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COLORADO 


Northern Colorado Amateur Radio Club 
will hold the NCARC Winter Superfest, Satur- 
day, 17 January 2009, 8 a.m. — 1 p.m. at Lin- 
coln Center in Fort Collins, CO. Admission 
$5. Tables $5 and include admission. Vendor 
setup begins at 6 a.m. Talk-in 145.115-/100 
Hz. License exam sessions. Directions: Take 
I-25 towards Fort Collins, exit westbound on 
Mulberry (Hwy 14). Take Mulberry about 
4.5 miles through town to the Lincoln Center 
situated on the north side of Mulberry between 
Meldrum and Sherwood. Contact: Matt Kas- 
sawara, KG@W, 970/433-2123; kgOw@arrl. 
net; www.ncarc.net 


LOUISIANA 


Southeast Louisiana ARC (SELARC) 
will hold the 29th Annual SELARC Ham- 
mond Hamfest 17 January, 2009 starting at 
7:00 a.m. Free admission. Swap and vendor 
tables available, with Fri. setup after 4:00 p.m. 
VE Testing @ 9:15 a.m. Visit our webpage @ 
www.selarc.org for flyer and additional info!! 
Contact Tyrone Burns, N5SXES, 985/351-8315; 
n5xes@arrl.net or wb5net@arrl.net 


MICHIGAN 
Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club will 


present their 43rd Annual Hamfest 18 January 


2009 at Hazel Park MI High School, 23400 
Hughes, Hazel Park, MI. 8:00 a.m.-12:00 
noon. Admission $5.00. Tables $15.00. Table 


reservations must be received by 05 January 


2009. Contact Mike Van Buren, 248/399- 
7970; WD8S@comcast.net; www.hparc.org 


NEW MEXICO 


146.58 Simplex Group will hold the 
Albuquerque Winter Tailgate HAM Radio 
Swapfest Saturday, 31 January 2009, sunrise 
to 1:00 p.m. in Albuquerque, New Mexico at 
the Del Norte High School north student park- 
ing lot at the corner of San Mateo Blvd and 
Montgomery Blvd. To get to the student park- 
ing lot, go north on San Mateo to McLeod, 
turn East on McLeod to San Mateo Lane, 
turn right on San Mateo Lane and follow this 
road into the parking lot. There will be signs 
up. Admission is FREE and is open to all 
interested parties. This Tailgate is dependent 
on weather conditions, as there are no indoor 
areas available. Talk in frequency is 146.900 


— (67 Hz tone), 146.940 — (100 Hz tone) 
145.330 — (100 Hz tone) via Dee KCSJBO. 
For any additional information, contact Tom 
Ellis, KSTEE, 505/291-8122; k5tee@arrl.net 
or Gary Horlbeck, KH6JTM, 505/299-3280; 
kh6jtm@abq.com 


NEW YORK 


Lockport Amateur Radio Association 
will hold the LARA Hamfest Saturday 27 
January 2009, 8:00 a.m. — 12 p.m. at the 
South Lockport Firehall, S. Transit Rd., (Rte 
78), corner of Ruhlman Rd., Lockport, NY. 
Admission $5:00. Tables $5.00/8-ft table. 
Refreshments available on site. Talk-in 
146.820 (107.2 PL). Contact Dan Caswell, 
N2OBX, 29 Hoover Parkway, Lockport, NY 
14094; caswelld@verizon.net; http://lara. 
hamgate.net 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The Phil-Mont Mobile Radio Club, 
Inc. will host its Thirteenth Annual “Ham 
Radio Auction-Fest” on Wednesday eve- 
ning, 14 January 2009, 7:00 p.m., at the 
Wolcoff Auditorium, Roxborough Memorial 
Hospital, 5800 Ridge Ave., Philadelphia, 
PA. Refreshments and admission are free. 
Sellers (only) pay $2 registration fee + 10% 
commission to the club ($30 max. per item). 
Talk-in: 147.03 (91.5 PL) and 444.8 (186.2 
PL). For additional information, contact 
W3RM, P.O. Box 88, Abington, PA 19001; 
215/659-4488; w3rm@arrl.net.; www. 
phil-mont.org 


TEXAS 


San Antonio Radio Club will hold the San 
Antonio 2009 Amateur Radio Fiesta Saturday, 
10 January 2009, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at 
the Schertz Knights of Columbus Hall, 509 
Schertz Parkway, Schertz, TX. VE Testing 
and ARRL Forum. Admission: Advanced 
$4; at door $5. Table fee: $7 each in advance 
$8 at door. See webpage: http://w5sc.org/ 
swapfest.htm. Talk-In Freq: 146.940 (—) MHz, 
Tone 179.9. Contact: J C Smith, NSRXS, 
2009 Amateur Radio Fiesta, San Antonio 
Radio Club, P. O. Box 34263, San Antonio, 
TX 78265-4263; 210/522-6167; n5rxs@satx. 
rr.com; amateur-radio-fiesta@w5sc.org 


Straight Key Century Club 
(SKCC) 

Straight Key Century Club (SKCC) will 
sponsor a Special Event from 0000Z 01 
January 2009 — 2359Z 31 January 2009 
in celebration of three years of steady 
growth to over 4,600 members on CW. 
The event callsign will be K3Y. All U.S. 


call areas are included. Operating Fre- 
quencies: 3.550, 7.050, 10.120, 14.050, 
21.050, 24.910, 28.050, 50.090. For 
QSL, SASE to: Dan Rhodes, KA3CTQ, 
5408 Chillingham Place, Frederick, MD 
21703. All K3Y operators will be using 
straight keys, cootie keys, or bugs. www. 
skccgroup.com 


Ham Radio for people with disabilities since 1967 


e License manuals and books on tape 


COURAGE HANDI-HAM SYSTEM 


763-520-0511 hamradio@courage.org 
3915 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, MN 55422 


Rranace 


The BEST in 
Mobile Mounts 


z 
4421 West 87th St. 
Bonctown, TL 60456 
Phone: 708-423-0605 
Cell: 708-337-8172 


EQUIPMENT LTD, ane yo: 


www. w9lix.com 


CW Keyers & Paddles * Voice Keyers 


Contest Card - PC voice keyer and CW interface 
card ¢ XT-4 - small, battery powered CW memory 
keyer ¢ Iambic keys, Paddle Pads & more! 


Unified Microsystems | www.qth.com/w9xt 


P.O. Box 133R Unified 
Slinger, WI 53086 OM nicresystoms Microsystenz 


J-ames Pole Antennas 


wwwjamespole.com 


James & Joyce Pike 


760.780.6484 
kb6wht1 @juno.com ~ kb6bld @ juno.com 


PROMOTING THE USE OF 10M SINCE 1962 
AWARDS « OSC PARTIES ¢ SPECIAL EVENTS » PAPEROHASING 
Nets Mon-Sat on 28.386 & 26.800 at 18002 

yf CHECK US OUT ON THE WES 
wwweien-ten.org 
www.10-10.0rg 
643 N, 98th St, $142 ° Omaha, NE 88114-2342 


The Vibroplex Co.Inc. 11 Midtown Park E. 
Mobile, Al 36606 800-840-8873 
Morse code keys, parts, accessories, logo items 
www. vibroplex.com 


W7EG Ladder Line & Antennas 
Real Ladder Line 
Nominal (pe sauee 600 Ohms +Light weight +Low 
Wind Loading +Long Life +Little effect from. rain. 
Very flexible 16-Gauge 26-strand, 50-500 ft. 
Wire Antennas with our True Ladder Line 
One conductor from equipment to far end antenna 
insulator, 160-10 Meters. Custom orders welcome... 
www.w77fenet * 918/333-7893 
email W7FG@W7FG.net au 
402731 W. 2155 Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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As a service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those VE exams, 
times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our deadline for publica- 
tion is three months in advance. For example, if your VE group is scheduling an exam for 
December, please have the information to us by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th 
St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, 
State), any information examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name 


and telephone number of a person to contact for further information. Examinees should 
bring their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at least 
one should be a photo), and required fee. 

p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK 
p/r=pre-register only—no w/i 


w/i=walk-in only 
w/i pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 


City Date Contact Notes City ’ Date Contact Notes 
Arizona Minnesota 
Mesa third Mon Steve, KY7W, Apple Valley second Thurs Jim, NOOA, 
480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net wii 612/384-7709, NOOA @arrl.net p/r pref. 
Phoenix fourth Sat Gary Hamman, 602/996-8148, K7GH @arrl.net, Mississi . 
ississippi 
George Cooney, 602/274-6212, KQ7C @arrl.net Harrison County, first Sat Don, WSDIW, | 
Arkansas 228/868-5670, donw5djw@bellsouth.net ——_-w/i ok , 
peeon ‘ sec Sat Bob, AJSC, 870/365-3871, ajSc@cox.net New Jersey x 
California Bellmawr third Thurs Diane, N2LCQ, 609/227-6281 pir bi 
Long Beach third Sat Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 pir Roselle 1/24/09 Gerry, AA2ZJ, 732/283-2795, aa2zj@arrl.net i 
aca or a nar 305/835-2693 een arl net p/r maw York first Wed S Island ARC. David A. F 585/398-021 F 
Mission Viejo 1/26/09 Erie Senser, W6ETS, anandaigua rst We quaw Islan » David A. Foster, 585/398-0216, 
c D1161F@AOL.COM, www.siarc.us wii 
949/458-2504, w6ets @soara,org, : : ‘ 
www.soara.org pit pref. Canandaigua first Wed David Foster, 585/398-0216, www.siarc.us | 
Redwood City 1/17/09 Al, WB6IMX @arrl.net, Yonkers 1/04/09 Paul SC2 1, 214/23 3502, 
www.amateur-radio.org wi w2yrc@hotmail.com, www.yarc.org wii ok 
Sacramento Hotline! 916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org Ohio 
Santa Rosa Hotline! Hotline - Recording, 707/579-9608 wii ok Cincinnati first Sat Dale, KC8HJL, 513/769-0789 2 p/r pref. 
Sebastopol Hotline! Recording, 707/579-9608 Independence 1/11/09 Gary Dewey, NI8Z, 216/642-8705 p/r pref. 
Sunnyvale 1/10/09 Gordon, W6NW, Sv@amateur-radio.org, Sandusky 1/20/09 Luther Gantz, N8HC, 
www.amateur-radio.org wii 419/684.7864, n8hc@arrl.net p/r 
Florida Oregon 
Melbourne first Sat John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/412-2779 — w/i ok Astoria Call!! AATOA, 503/338-3333 p/r 
North Port Call!! Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref. Bend Wedensdays Joe, K7SQ, 541/385-3152 p/r 
St. Pete Call! Mark, NP3R 727/528-0071 wii pref. Lincoln City _ first Sat Carl, w7li@arrl.net, 503/965-7575 wii ok 
Hawaii McMinnville Call!! Mike, W7MJ 503/843-4042 pr 
Oahu TBD Call — Lee, KH6BZF, 808/247-0587, ee aac on ae ds 
808/551-3494 leewical @aol.com pit igar ale ohn, KSOF 503/626-7399 pir 
Illinois Pennsylvania 3 
Aurora third Tues Fox River Radio League, Doug, W9RD, Erie third Sat Wayne, WASHIC, 
‘ 814/739-2094, wa3hjc@yahoo.com pir 
ve@frrl.org, www.frrl.org wii pref. Bacbaree 1/10/09 Bob B N3LWP. 
Bolingbrook third Sat Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 wii ok soute ree A Sere ee 
Burr Ridge Anyday! Argonne Amateur Radio Club, W9DS, -0488, n3iwp@verizon.net 
630/986-0061 pir Puerto Rico 
Indiana ‘ San Juan Last Sat Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl@prarl.org wii 
South Bend third Mon Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r South Carolina 
lowa Charleston third Wed Robert Johnson, 
hanes 1/24/09 George Oster, NP2N, ae4rj @amsat.org, www.gqsl.net/wa4usn wii 
515/233-3535, georgeoster@msn.com wii Virginia 
Vinton 1/22/09 Al Hammond, Alexandria second Sat John, WZAA, 703/971-3905, wz4a@arrl.net w/i 
kOhwe@inav.net, 319/446-7570 p/r pref. Stafford every Sat —_ Bart, N3GQ, 540/373-4506, 
Vinton third Thurs Ken, NOEGV 319/223-5739 p/r pref. n3gq@arrl.net, www.ww4va.org p/r 
Washington 1/31/09 Washington Area Amateur Radio Club (WAARC), 5 
Mark Lukins, ABODX, Washington 
319/653-6735, ABODX @arrl.net Tacoma second Tues Radio a. of Tacoma, 253/759-2040, 
www.w7dk.org 
Kansas af Vancouver Hotline! CCARC, 360/896-8909 p/r 
Salina second Wed Sid Ashen-Brenner, NOOBM, e = 
n0obm@arrl.net, 785/823-6560 wii or p/t Wisconsin 
Tomahawk last Sat Terry, KB9AUP, 
Massachusetts : 715/453-4633, deollins@newnorth.net wii ok 
Brookline second Mon Dick Doherty, KAITUZ, Sheboygan County 1/17/09 Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, k9xj@arrl.net 
eer lie kaltuz@arrl.net, nes or Mike Gottsacker, KD9TZ, 920/565-2672, 
Wwww.barc.org w/lo mgottsac@tds.net wii or p/r 
Chelmsford sec Wed Bruce, wllus@att.net wii 5 ik 
oo ob ae Cb ee wa a 5 2s aa 
eM a Batteries, Antennas 
= 2 id y 
GearHarness S PAPERLESS Cc | 
Hands free transport for a s STUDY GUIDES eax & more: 
your handheld and other gear. 2 Tech : : for M SS : 
as bee ASE SA 
QuickZip Radio Pouch “Wl nice creme “uf 
Padded nylon fanny pack &s People Over-Night!! 2S 
ab 3 Lisi lh ; WN General — Easy as Pie! W 
partments, Radio holster 2 ON . Qs 
holds radio discreetly and safely. 4), Extra A Little More ot 
HeadCase & Difficult! But NOT Hard! —_gs 
Give your rernote radio head 4 VIS Amateur Supply A 
total protection while in j 4 P.O, Box 284 ae 
transit. Perfect for any modern j a Coffeeville, AL 36524 a Free catalog upon request 
mobile radio w/removable control panel. se 1 
api Wy 1-800-655-4267 fy DC ACE, INC. 
CA x . > yee, Pad 86, 
1-831-427-8197" KC6QLB nd www.visradio.com ee _ 1-877-803-5550 
uv : « « 
www.powerportstore.com Oy by astes ES he P.O. Box 364, Lincoinshire, IL 60069 
1717 7th St, Los Osos, CA 93402 “Af af a id A Sa eae www.dcace.com sales@dcace.com | 
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Information in “New Products” is supplied by the manufacturers to acquaint WorldRadio readers with 
new products onthe market. 


MFJ-826B High-Accuracy Digital SWR/Wattmeter, 
 1.8-54 MHz, 1500W 


MFJ’s high-accuracy digital SWR/Watt- 
meter/Frequency Counter measures up to 
1500 Watts. You get three high-resolution 
ranges with accuracy in each range, 1.8 to 
54 MHz! True peak or average forward and 
reflected watts, SWR and frequency can be 
simultaneously displayed. 

You can also select auto-ranging bar- 
graph modes to display forward and 
reflected power or forward power and SWR 
twin bargraphs or SWR only bargraph. 
Frequency, SWR and forward power are 
also displayed numberically. 

PeakHold™ feature freezes the highest 
forward power displayed bar segment for 
one second. These digital-analog displays 
make it visually easy to tune antenna tuners, 
amplifiers and transmitters. 

You get three high-resolution forward/ 
reflected power ranges that are automati- 


4 cally selected: a true QRP range (25 watts 


full scale), a mid-range (250 watts full scale) 
and a high-range (1500 watts full scale). Each 
range has excellent resolution. MFJ’s True- 
ActiveIM peak reading circuit gives true 
peak or average power on all modes. 
Built-in frequency counter gives any 


transmitter digital frequency readout in 


continuous carrier mode. Perfect for older 


and QRP rigs such as MFJ-9420 travel 
radios and MFJ-9340 QRPCubsIM kits 
and wired transceivers. 

All information is displayed on a big 
two-line, 16- character, high-contrast 
backlit LCD display. Use 12 VDC or 110 
VAC with optional MFJ-1312D, $15.95. 
6 1/2"W x 2 5/8"H x 6"D. Cost of the MF/- 
826B is $179.95. 

MFJ’s High Accuracy Digital SWR/ 
Wattmeter is protected by MFJ’s famous No 
Matter WhatTM one-year limited warranty. 
MFJ will repair or replace (at our option) 
your MFJ products no matter what for one 
complete year. 

To order, get a free catalog, or for your 
nearest dealer, call 1-800-647-1800; or 
write to: MFJ, 300 Industrial Park Road, 
Starkville, MS 39759; or go online: http:// 
www.mfjenterprises.com; or fax to: 1-662- 
323-6551. 


HF Antenna Grates 


$12.00 J. M. Haerle 


"No-nonsense information on antenna 
fundamentals, basic wire antennas, 
special antennas (such as the sloper, 
DDRR, Beverage, folded unipole), beam 
antennas, 160M antennas, tuners and 
SWAR bridges." — L.B. Cebik, W4RNL 


"| can recommend it wholeheartedly, 
100% plus. It is a true learning experi- 
ence and the Amateur Radio Commu- 
nity should be grateful that such a 
book exists." — Kurt N. Sterba, KSKNS 


CONTENTS: *Feedlines eBalun *Ground 
Systems eLightning Protection *Towers 
*Dipole -Zepp *G5RV *Windom «Coaxial 
Dipole Myth «Sloping Antennas -DDRR 
*Folded Unipole Beverage «Vacation 
Antennas «Mobile Antennas *W8JK 
eYagi « Two-Element Quad 160M Band 
*Receiving Loops 


$12.00 + $3.00 S&H 


CA add $.93 Sales Tax. 


WORLDRADIO BOOKS 


MAKE HIGH QUALITY COMMERCIAL | AMATEUR REPEATERS 


ICF-421 COMMERCIAL mobile radio VHF, 50 Watts, 136-17 4iHz, 
128 Channel, CTCSS-DCS. Muimode, — ea aute 1D. 
(Stone, 2 tone encada)..., See a call 
ICF-1218 Seme bit 8 Channels tr fit a display). Call 
IGF-221 COMMERCIAL mobile radia UHF, 45 Watts, ‘440. 490M, 
128 Channel, CTCSS-0CS. Mutimode, alghanumeric display, aute ID. 
(5 tone, 2 tone encade) Call 
ICF-2218 Same but 8 Channels { no display } 


P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
or Phone: 916/457-3655 


for ralece personal attention. 


Name 

Call 

Street 

City 

State | Zip 
Phone 

Card 

Exp 


7a 


178-16-KIT1 Build Your Own Repeater 1! 
Interface for ICOM repesters. Interconnection between 2 
ICOM F121 221 radios. No soldering required. 


a) Single repeater 6) Bidirectional repeater 
¢} Grose band repeater 

dh Any parameters. 

Programmable by software. 

SOPC1122. Programming interface kit, You van program COM 
mobile 121/221 Series commercial radias. 

REE PO an sisiin arama nerowaan: 


$35.08 


ICOM 


ASK FOR YOUR COMPLETE FREE CATALOG!!! 
(WHOLESALE — ONLY FOR DEALERS) 


SEES 260i, cll, ME, SE RE 


fie I” Ge OP 


wavweepcomnet epcom@epcom net 


San Diego, CA 92154 U.S.A 
Ph. (619) 661-9180 « Fax 661-9159 
2105-07 NW 79th Ave. 
Miami (Doral), FL 33122 
Ph. (305) 889-1127 » Fax 639-3351 


1630 Paisano Dr. 
Ph. (915) 533-5119 » Fax 542-4701 
El Paso, TX 79901 U.S.A. 
Toll Free 888/533-5119 
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WorldRadio Mart 


Buy - Trade - Sell 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include an address on all ads so prospective clients can 
contact you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: (VS, 
MC, AmEx) Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signature. 


WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC- 
TIONS. Collector looking for U.S. and DX cards 
for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, 
Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: tplirs@comcast. 
net. 0109-0110 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 
RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 0109 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980 
MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro- 
computer journals, newsletters and advertising 
literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 
24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. 108-209 


BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 


400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. DX- 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box 
1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; w4het@aol. 
com. FOO 


FOR SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST/73 


magazines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. - 
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster,CA — 


93535-1802. FOO 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiving, 


military obsolete...all types. Large inventory. 
Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTRONICS, P.O. Box 
822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 360/896- 
8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476; e-mail: 
daily@worldaccessnet.com; website: www. 
dailyelectronics.net. | 908-909 


FOR SALE: REPEATERS, HARDLINE, 

GOOD STUFF. See our website: www.GNARC. 

org. Greater Norwalk Amateur Radio Club 
109-210 


EMBROIDERED HAM RADIO HATS: 
Name, call sign, QTH — $14.99. DAN L. 
WARNER/HOTPRESS, 20406 Rhododendron 
Dr. E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391; 800/862-1221; 
www.hotpresstshirts.com 508-509 


SAM’S PHOTOFACTS, approx. 1,000 Ibs., 
best offer. Also Ryder’s 1-5A, 6-22, best offer. 
WB2VVQ, 171 W. Park St., Lee, MA 01238; 
wb2vvq@yahoo.com; 413/243-1379, 109 


j AlpineyAntenna ee ciere.c on courts 4 Engineering Systems, Inc........ 42 Solutions, LLC 1) (532 ns min. k3. Smiley Antenna Co., The......... 2 | 
4 Antique Radio Classified........ 30 EP COM 222 Seen ais aia elles 49 N4PY Software} ac. 3.0. sn cae 4 Success-Easy/Alternative Arts..... 4 i 
Argent Data Systems ........... DI PAZ Hang actos ole ee an S07 ab Onal RE Pia We she es aerate 29): "EG, Blectronies 25 sn vee ee 12 
DU ASAR Ge Se ee 38 _ Farallon Electronics............. 6: NiCd Lady, The 8,08, Wag hi 34° | Telewave, Inc. 55 i. weenie ai 
i Batteries America/Mr. Nicd.... ... 31 Ham Radio Outlet ............. at | Pacific Antennas ii)j.aden, sere siniets 42 Ten-Tec; Ines isc es ae ee p45) | 
; Bilali@ oie tient at eqns tars 11 : HHamStuff by W7NN.......... 43 Paddlette Company ............ 43 Ten-Ten International........... 47 4 
Buckmaster Publishing ......... 24 | ICOM America, Inc. ............ 3) Palomar Engineers....... 10, 18, 29 Unified Microsystems .......... 47 
i GxCrane' Companys 20a 17 ILX Equipment, Ltd.......... 43,47 Penny’s Stitch n’ Print.......... 43 Universal Electronics........... 43 | 
Caps Unlimitedee 23575 4 J-ames Pole Antennas .......... AT VOC WAGE i tic aces eiacar eer eeer aes 8 Vibroplex Co., The............: 47 | 
i Circuit Specialists, Inc. ......... 43 Key Filter: Cog isnt aavareerele 11 QMN Handbook / Southwest VIS Amateur Supply ........... 48 p 
CleanRF Technologies........... 7. KA4TR Wire Antennas........... 16 Michigan Specialty Services... 40 | W2IHY Technologies........... 19 
Ot codes Hata Bam System..... 47 Mackey, James E........0...000. 4 QSLs'by W4MPY oo. 0.0 0e)ee.55 4 WT7FG Ladder Line & Antennas . . 47 l 
j Cutting Edge Enterprises........ 18 Maggiore RYE Barts tieuva sees enna elaine 15:33 Webster Communications, Inc. .... 4 | 
4 DC Acés no eee A oh 48. Electronic Laboratory........ 17. Radio Club of Junior ; Wilderness Radio.............. 39 I 

DX Bnpineering 7a.) 41 | Mast Company, The..........:. 43 High: School 22; Thew 0... os. 35: Wireman, Inc., The/ 
: DXUStore iyi eter guune ee aes 20 MFI Enterprises, Ines. 0 cas 14, 15 Scorpion Antennas... ....4,..0-.,. 28 . Clear Signal Products........ 34 t 
Bl Blectric Radio.) eo ye iene 41 Midnight Design _ Sign Man of Baton Rouge, The — 28 WorldRadio Books, etc. 19, 22, 49,51 fj 


Tee ee ee ee le Le lL lL Le lL Le lL Le Le LLL lL LL LL LL 
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_ © AERIALS Il, by Ku. Sterba & Lil Paddle 

Kurt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
make sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 
lowest SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 
___+$3.00 s/h ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax. 

_ ¢ SIX METERS, A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 4th Edition, by Ken Neubeck, 
: WB2AMU 

A labor of iove by the author, the book provides comprehensive information on Six Meter equip- 
ment and modes. A little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 
explanations for the causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 + $3.00 shipping 
and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $1.01 tax. 


-° THE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 
First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 
information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book 
is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with 
: section on 160M. Softcover, 8.5"x11", 96 pp., index. $12.00 + $3.00 s/h. CA residents add 
93 tax. 
_ * INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, WONAZ 
Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that it is. A col- 
lection of short stories and anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and 
heart-warming tales, as told by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of 
someone who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham 
shack coffee table. 93 pp. $9.00 + $3.00 shipping and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air 
delivery.) CA residents add $.70 tax. 


ee aoe ae eee 


¢ WorldRadio ’°99 CD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “Aerials,” “Aerials IT,” “Aerials ITI,” 
and an interview with Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


¢ WorldRadio ’00 CD 

Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 
“Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,”’ 
“The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.’”” MAC 
& PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
$1.93 tax. 


anieeeonee wih Mavis and intean sree 


WorldRadio 


verythiseg Yoru Progen tr Ask Abort 4 Mobitirsiog, 
‘Tas Lite Piola Gade to HE Popo 
bad 


DG WoekiRutia archive. 


¢ WorldRadio ’01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,” “Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 
PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 

CA residents, $1.93 tax. 


Aerials II 


Six Meters, 4th Edition 


¢ WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for (od Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, 

KG6LF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 

¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, KOBJH 
“Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 
very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00 +$3.00 shipping and handling. 
($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 

¢ MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 
This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
CA residents add $.62 tax. 

¢ CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 
millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 
This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working with 
other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


e What does the fash- 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! It comes with a 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


e Guaranteed to make your 
beverage taste better! 
WorldRadio MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-0z. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$8.00+$6.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.62 tax. 


e THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 
K9EID. This video, pre- 


* sented in Bob’s own inim- 


itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 


° WorldRadio 2002-2004 
Covers 36 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $15.00 + $2.00 s/h. 
CA residents add $1.16 
tax. 


microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19,95+ 
$3.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 

VHS only 


¢ WorldRadio 2005-2006 
Covers 24 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $10.00 + $2.00 s/h. 
CA residents add $.78 tax. 


eecceeseceesee Send your order to eeeeeccececece 


WorldRadio Books ¢ 2120 28" St. * Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
Charge my credit card: 
OWVISA 


CiMasterCard C1American Express 


s 


Account Number, Expiration Date 


Signature 


Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


he Dayton Hamvention® now is 
accepting nominations for its 2009 
Amateur of the Year, Special Achieve- 
ment, and Technical Excellence awards. 
The deadline for nominations is 18 Feb. 
2009. All Amateur Radio operators are 


eligible. The winners will be recognized 
_ Awards Committee of a candidate’s 
_ accomplishments may include magazine 


at the 2009 Hamvention®, which runs 
15-17 May. 

The Amateur of the Year Award 
goes to an individual who has made 
a long-term, outstanding commit- 


ment to the advancement of Amateur | 


Radio. The Technical Excellence 
Award is for the person who has made 
an outstanding technical advance- 
ment in the field of Amateur Radio. 
The Special Achievement Award 
honors someone who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of Amateur Radio, usu- 
ally someone who has spearheaded a 


(USPS 947000) 
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Sacramento, CA 95818 
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on the mailing label.) 


Hamvention 2009 award nominations 


significant project. 


The Hamvention® Awards Commit- 


_ tee makes the decision on all awards 
_ based in part upon the information 
| it receives and not on the number of 


nominations submitted. 
Documentation that informs the 


articles, newsletters, newspaper clip- 
embers of Oceania Amateur 


Radio DX Group Inc. will spend 
10 days on Lord Howe Island for the 


- 2009 CQ WPX Contest. VK4FW 
_ announced the operation will take place 
24 March - 03 April 2009. The group 
_ has successfully obtained accommoda- 
_ tions and booked flights for the trip. To 


_ 964, Dayton, OH 45401. 


pings, and even videos (these materials 
become the property of Hamvention® 
and will-not be returned). 

Additional details on these awards and 
a nomination form are available on the 


- Dayton Hamvention® web site. Nomina- 


tions also are accepted via U.S. mail to 
Dayton Hamvention® Awards, P.O. Box 


— ARNewsline 


Lord Howe, 2009 CO WPX Contest 


_ date they have nine confirmed operators 
_ anda total of 13 people going. They still 


_ vk4fw@westnet.com.au — 


have room for a couple more, but you 


must be super-quick as both the accom- 
modations on the island are almost full 
and so is the plane. If interested, contact 


— ARNewsline 
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